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Art. J. The Hufbandry of the Ancients. By Adam Dickfon, A.M. 
late Minifter of Whittingham. 8vo. 2 Vols. 12s. Boards. Ro- 
binfons, &c. 1788. 


R,. Dickfon is well known as the author of a refpectable 
treatife on agriculture, publifhed many years ago*. He 

was, we are told, in a fhort account of his life prefixed to this 
work, a man of a very lively apprehenfion, an ardent mind, 
and clear and found judgment. Having received a liberal edu- 
cation, and being peculiarly addi€ted to the ftudy of agricul- 
ture, he contemplated, with particular pleafure, the Latin 
Rei Ruflice fcriptores, appreciated their merits, and in the lei- 
fure that a rural retirement affords, compiled the prefent per-~ 
formance for the benefit of his countrymen: and it muft be 
admitted, that by.fuch helps, not only the mere Englith reader 
will have it in his power to become acquainted with the modes 
of hufbandry and agriculture praétifed in ancient Italy, but that 
even claffical fcholars may, occafionally, participate in the ad- 
vantage; for, as the editor obferves, * the author’s perfect know- 
lege of the fubjeét has enabled him to clear up many difficulties, 
which the learned commentators on the Ret Ruflice feriptores, 
being entirely ignorant of hufbandry, had rendered more 
obfcure; while his fkill in modern agriculture enabled him 
to make a judicious comparifon between that and the prace 
tice of the ancients.’ The author himfelf concludes his own 
Preface by obferving, that he * not only expects attention to his 
work from the ingenious cultivators of land, and from the 
many focieties now eftablifhed through Britain for the improve- 
ment of agriculture; but he likewife hopes for the approbation 
of all the antiquarians of the kingdom, to whom he has opened 
up a mine of genuine Roman antiquities, that has hitherto been 
fhut, except only to a few.’ In this laft particular, our opinion 
entirely coincides with that of the author; and though we are 
not fo fanguine in our expetations of the benefits which the 





* See Rey. vols. xxxiii. and xli. 
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practical agriculture of this country will cerive from his treatife, 
we yet think that it may be of fome degrec of utility ; and were 
it for nothing more than fatisfying the curiofity of farmers, who 
are unable to read the ancient Roman authors, by giving them 
fome notion of the rural management of that celebrated people, 
we cannot doubt but it will be favourably received by the public. 
Mr. Dickfon has fpared no pains: to render it plain and intelli- 
gible, by comparing doubtful paffoges with references made to 
them by other authors, and thus correcting, in many cafes, the 
errors of tranicribers, which tended to render certain paflages 
obfcure, even to the mof} learned commentators, 

The plan which Mr. Dickfon has adopted, is to arrange the 
objects. of rural ceconomy under different heads, and to colleé 
what occurs under each in the different Roman writers; fo that 
the whole that is faid by them concerning it may be feen in one 
point of view. By this plan, many repetitions, neceffarily occur, 
as later writers frequently copied nearly the words of their pre- 
deceffors: and as our author has tranflated the feveral paflages 
with all poffible accuracy ((ubjcining the original in the notes), 
the work of courfe becomes more janguid and prolix, than would 
have been requifite in an original compolition, where a fcrupu- 
lous reference to authorities was not of effential importance; 
though its accuracy and authenticity are thus proportionally 
augmented. : 

That the reader may have an idea of the objets treated in 

this performance, we will enumerate the contents, adding a few 
explanatory obfervations, where they appear neceflary. 
. Chapter I, treats of the Vi/la;—the name given by the ancient 
Romans to the houfe and other buildings belonging to a farm. 
‘The writers on agriculture have taken care to defcribe the fitua- 
tion beft adapted: for fuch buildings, the proportion of extent 
they fhould bear relative to the farm, and a variety of more mi- 
nute particulars, with a degree of exactnefs that will appear un- 
neceflary to modern readers, who do not advert to the difference 
in the ceconomy of rural affairs in ancient and modern times, 

Chap. 11. treats of the perjons employed in agriculture. This we 
confider as the moft curicus and important chapter in the per- 
formance, becaufe it ferves, in fome meafure, as a key to the 
whole; and therefore it ought to be ftudied witb particular at- 
tention by every one who wifhes to obtain a clear view of the 
rura} ceconomy of the Romans, or to comprehend the fcope of 
moft of the directions that occur in the writers on that fub- 
ject. The attentive obferver will here perceive, that there ‘is a 
wide and eflential difference between the general management of 
eflates in modern Britain, and in ancient Rome, and that in 
confequence-of this circumftance, the general tain of directions 
chiefly inhited on by ancient writers, relate to particulars that 
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are, comparatively, of fmall importance in modern times. That 
clafs of men which we denominate farmers, was {carcely known 
among the Romans; and indeed they feem not to have formed 
an idea, at that time, of the mode of parcelling out land, now 
generally adopted among us, for a certain {pecified rent. In 
general, the proprieto’s of land in the Roman territories, like the 
proprietors of land in the Weft Indies at prefent, ftocked it them- 
felves, and it was cultivated by means of hired fervants, flaves, 
and catile, difpofing of the produce for their own account; and 
though in fome cafes they pzid the fuperintendent of the farm 
by allowing him a certain proportion of the free produce,—yet 
even this fep to improvement feems to have been rare, and the 
fuperintendent himfelf received for the moft part a ftipulated 
fum per annum, by wzy of wages; the proprietor only vifiting 
the farm occafionally, and checking the operations of his fuper- 
intendent, | 

From thefe circumftances it neceflarily follows, that many 
of the precepts of the Roman authors on agriculture would be 
calculated to inform the landlord how he cught to choofe his 
fervancs, and how he fhould check any impropriety in their con- 
duct during bis abfence. Hence we find multiplied direc- 
tions, wonderfully minute, refpecting the kind and quantity of 
work that fhould be performed by the men and animals on the 
farm,—the, nature and quantity of their food,—the exact time 
of fowing different feeds—the quantity of each to be allowed to 
a given quantity of ground,—and many other particulars well 
calculated to enable the proprietor, who only occafionally vifits 
his farm, to interrogate the bailiff, and to judge of his accounts. 
By bearing thefe things in mind, the reader will be enabled fatif- 
factorily to account for many particulars that occur in thefe an- 
cient writings, which would otherwife appear to be unimportant. 
Mr. Dickfon, although he has not entered into thefe general 
views, has been at great pains, in this chapter, toexplain many 
particulars relative to the private life and domeftic ceconomy of 
the Romans. 

As a fpecimen of this work, we fhall fubjoin the following 
quotation, which refpeéts a fubject that has lately been a good 
deal apitated ; wiz. the management of flaves. 

‘ Cato informs us, what quantity of bread and wine, &c. and 
what clothes, were given to labourers. 

‘ Of bread, he fays, each labourer was allowed at the rate of three 
pounds averdupois, or of 3 pounds 12 ounces averdupois, in the day, 
according to the feverity of their labour. ‘* During the winter,” 
fays he, ** the bailiff fhould have four medii of wheat each month, 
and during the fommer four modii and a half ; and the houfekeeper, 
or the bailiff’s wife, and the fhepherd, fhould have three. During the 
winter, the /laves fhould have four pounds of bread each in the day; 
trom the time that they begin to dig the vineyard, to the ripening 
O 2 of 



















































—— oe . 





. m~ By 
> - - 


196 Dickfon’s Hufbandry of the Ancients. 


of the figs, they fhould have five pounds each; after which they 
fhould return again to four.” 

« To this bread, there was a daily allowance of wine; during the 
three months that immediately followed the vintage, the fervants 
drank a weak kind of wine called Lora: the manner in which this 
liquor was made, is defcribed both by Pliny and Columella ; and, 
from the defcription given by them, it may well be fuppofed to be 
as good as the {mall beer given to fervants in Britain. It does not 
appear that the Roman flaves were much reftricted 1n the quantity; 
Cato mentions no meafure, he only fays that they have this todrink 
for three months after the vintage. He proceeds in this manner: 
‘* In the fourth month, each fhould get a 4emina of wine in the day, 
which is at the rate of 2% comgit in the month; in the fifth, fixth, 
feventh, and eighth months, each a /extary in the day, which is 5 
congii in the month; in the ninth, tenth, and eleventh, each 3 4e- 
mine in the day, which is an amphora in the month. More than this, 
at the Saturnalia and Compitalia, even each man a congius. The 
quantity of wine for each man in the year is eight guadrentals ; how- 
ever, as addition muft be made according to the work in which the 
flaves are employed, it is not too much for each of them to drink 
ten guadrentals in the year.” This allowance of wine, it muft be ac- 
knowledged, was not inconfiderable, being at leaft 74 gallons in the 

ear, Or, at an average, 1.62 parts of a pint in the day *. 

‘ Befides bread and wine, the flaves got what was called pulmenta- 
rium, which anfwers to what in fome parts of the country is called 
kitchin+. For this purpofe, Cato recommends the laying up as 
many-fallen olives as can be gathered; afterwards the early olives 
from which the fmalleit quantity of oil is expected ; at the fame time 
obferving, that thefe muit be given fparingly, that they may laft the 
longer, When the olives are finifhed, he defires falt fith and vinegar 
to be given, and, befides, to each man a /extarius of oil in the month, 
and a modius of falt in the year. Columella for this purpofe, direéts 
apples, pears, and figs, to be laid up: he adds, if there is a great 
quantity of thefe, the ruftics are fecured in no fmall part of their 
meat [cibaria, 1. e. food] during the winter, for they ferve for 


hitchin. 


* Cato likewife makes particular mention of the clothes of the flaves: 
«* The veitments of the family, fays he, a coat and a gown 33 feet 
long, fhould be given once in two years ; whenever you give a coat 
or a gown, firit receive the old one; of thefe make centones [a kind 
of bed cover]. Good fhoes fhould be given once in two years.’ 

Mr. Dickfon then proceeds to make a comparifon between 
the expence of a Roman flave and a labouring fervant in Great 


— 





* The congius contained 207.236 cubic inches. ‘The other mea- 
fures may be computed from this. ‘The Englifh pint contains 28 
cubic inches. 

+ The word &itchin-in this fenfe was quite new to us; on applying 
to a Scotch gentieman for affiftance, he fays it denotes a better kind 
ot food, or Sonne bouche, to be eaten with bread by way of relith, 
very nearly fimilar to the meaning given to it by Cato, in the pailage 
that immediately follows in the text. 
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Britain, and as, in drawing this parallel, he ftates the way of 
maintaining fervants in that part of Scotland where he refided 
(Eaft Lothian), we prefume it will not appear much lefs curious 
to moft of our readers, than the account of the Romans, 

‘ Having thus,’ fays he, ‘given fome account of the expence of 
labouring flaves among the Romans, it may not be amifs to compare 
this with the expence of labouring fervants in Britain. The annual 
expence of a flave arifing from the purchafe, I have already obferved, 
cannot properly be rated at lefs than 7/, 45. This, 1 am perfuaded, 
will be confidered as very high wages, taking the kingdom in gene- 
ral, even in this age, in which they are much higher than at any 
former period * ; and the rather, when it is confidered, that money 
at Rome, in the time of Columella, giving /x per centum per annum, 
fhows that there was not fo much currency as with us at prefent ; 
and confequently that the fame fum was of more value with them 
than with us. It is not eafy to determine, whether the meat given 
to the Roman flaves, of the kind that has been mentioned, is equal 
in value to that which is given to our labouring fervants; the re- 
ducing thefe, as nearly as is poflible, to quantities of corn, is the 
beft way to form fome judgment. At prefent, a labourer’s meat in 
the labouring counties of Scotland, muft be reckoned highly rated 
at two pecks, or 17.57 pounds averdupois of oatmeal, and one fhilling 
in the week. A Roman flave had of bread equal to 51 modii of wheat, 
with ten guadrentals of wine in the year, and, befides thefe, fome- 
thing for ditchin. This laft, according to the account given of it, 
cannot be reckoned much worfe than any quantity of victuals that 
can at prefent be purchafed for one fhilling in the week. If this is 
allowed, we have only to compare the bread and wine given to the 
Roman flave with the oatmeal given to a Scotch labourer. Now, it 
may be obferved, that the flour neceflary to make up the daily al- 
Jowance of bread to the Roman flave, would weigh about 2.39 parts 
of an averdupois pound; and that the allowance of oatmeal in the 
day to the Scotch labourer amounts to about 2.51 parts of a pound, 
fame weight. The flour, of which the bread for the Roman flaves 
was made, having all the bran in it, is not fo fubftantial as the fame 
weight of oatmeal; but when the allowance of wine is added, it 
muit appear both more fubftantial and more valuable +. 

‘ In Britain, the wages and victuals mentioned are the whole of 
the expence of a labouring fervant to his matter; but in Italy, be- 
fides the original price of the flave and his maintenance, the matter 
was obliged to provide him in clothes. The value of thefe, accord- 
ing to the account given by Cato, would not be an inconfiderable 
addition to the annual expence: fo that, upon the whole, we may 
conclude that the expence of labour among the Romans was as great, 
if not greater, than in Britain at this day.’ 





* The editor warns the reader to take notice, that this work was 
completely finifhed for the prefs, by Mr. Dickfon, at leaft a dozen 


years ago. 
_t The ingenious author, in a long note, follows this calculation 
with great accuracy; we regret that our limits forbid us to in- 


fert it, 
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' In this calculation, Mr. Dickfon has heen guilty of one over- 
fight, He fays above, ‘the expence of /abour among the Ro- 
mans was as great «4s in Britain ;"—he ought, however, only 
to have faid, the expence of a /abourer; for it does not appear, 
from any part of this calculation, what was the quantity of work 
performed by the Roman flave, or what proportion it bore to 
that ufuslly performed by the Britifh fervant ; and we are in- 
clined to believe, that if this particular had been adverted to, the 
comparifon would have turned out a good deal more in favour of 
the latter. 

Chap 111. Of foil in general, and the qualities of a good foil, 

Chap. 1v. Of the different kinds of crops raifed by the Ro- 
mans, We. 

Chap. v. Of the maxims of the ancients, and fome general 
directions to the farmer, in bis operations. 

Thefe maxims chiefly relate to the impolicy of having large 
farms, and the advantages of refiding upon them.— Example; 
6s Whoever would buy a field, ought to {ell his houfe, left he 
delight more in the pu Ao than in the country. He who is very 
fond of a town houfe, has no need of a country farm.” —* Nei- 
ther the affiduity of the bailiff, nor the power and willtngnefs of 
the mafter to lay out money in improvements, are fo effeciual as 
this one thing, the -prefence of the mafter; which, unlefs it is 
frequent with the operations, it will happen to him as in an ar- 
my when the General is abfeat, all things will be at a ftand.” 
‘The other maxims evidently allude to the fyftem of ceconomy 
which we have already {pecified. 

‘Chap. vi. © Of fchemes of management, and fucceffion of 
crops.’— We here learn that the Romans, like the moderns, be- 
lieved certain crops were exhaufting, and ‘others ameliorating, to 
the foil—which are {pecified, But the greateft fingularity, and 
what fome will think gives no high idea of their fkill in agricule 
ture, is, that it is a general rule in Italy to fallow and crop their 
ground alternately ; that is, one year it carried a crop, and the 
next year lay fallow. By fallow here is meant, being allowed 
to remain uncultivated ; for the Romans feem to have bad {carcee 
ly any idea of what we ‘mean by a complete fummer- fallow. 

The fucceeding chapters in the firft volume—which treat Of 
dung and other manures, inftruments of agriculture, and the 
way of ufing them—contain much matter of curious fpecula- 
tion ; but little that could prove interefting to any of our read- 
ers, except to thofe who have a particular predilection for re- 
fearches of this nature, and to whom no abridgment could afford 
fatisfaction. 

The fame obfervation will apply to the whole of the fecoiid 
volume, which treats of the feafons of fowing—cho.ce of feed— 
method of deftroying weeds—the culture of | particular Crops, Vide 
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Triticum, Far, Hordeum, Lesumina, Meitica, Rapa, Napus, Linum, 
Willows, —the management of meadows—hay-making—incloling 
—reaping—threfhing, winnowing, and preferving corn—con- 
cluding with a chapter on the management of oxen, and a 
comparifon between thefe animals, as beafts of labour, and horfes, 
by Mr. Dickfon; which parallel, he, as ufual, concludes to be 
greatly in favour of cattle; though, on this head, we think all 
circumftances have not been taken into the account, and there- 
fore we have our doubts of the juftnefs of the conclufion, But 
jit would lead us too far, were we here fully to explain our réa- 
fons for them. 

Though Mr. Dickfon deferves a high degree of praife for the 
unwearied application he has beftowed on illuftrating the various 
particulars relative to the rural ceconomy of the ancients, and 
though the modern reader will be furprifed at the minute at- 
tention which .their authors have beftowed on a great diverfity 
of particular obje&ts, yet be will too often have occafion to re- 
mark that the mode of reafoning introduced into phyfical difqui- 
fitions by the immortal Bacon, had not been difcovered before the 
zra in which they wrote. He will confequently find, that fad7s 
are often aflumed, without any attempts to authenticate them by 
experiment, and of courfe, very abfurd notions are gravely pro- 
pagated as undoubted truths, and retailed by one author after 
another, with the moft implicit faith; fuch as, that ‘* old bro- 
coli feed fown produces turnip, and alfo that old turnip feed 
produces brocoli.”—** The cole,” fays Columella, ** when it has 
four leaves, ought to be tranfplanted ; ,but its roots muft firft be 
anointed with liquid dung, and’ wrapped round with three fillets 
of fea weed, and in this fituation put into the ground. This 
makes it moiften more eafily in boiling, and preferves the green 
colour without nitre.”—** The Greeks,” fays Palladius, *¢ afferc, 
that the feed which is fteeped in capons blood is not hurt by de- 
{tructive weeds ;—and that if fprinkied with water. that has nitre 
diflolved in it, it is [that is, the produce is] more eafily boiled.”’ 
—‘* The nature of the foil,” fays Columella, ‘* changes the feed 
of both; if the Rapa are fown in the foil different from their 
nature, in two years they are changed into the Napus; and vice 
verfa.”—** It is alleged,” fays Pliny, ** from a nice obfervation, 
that, if they [the Napus and Kapa] are fown between the times 
mentioned on the fame day of the moon oa which the firft fnow 
in the preceding winter happened to fall, there will be an extra- 
ordinary crop.”—~The directions for fowing on fuch or fuch a 
precife day of the moon’s age, as being neceiflary for infuring a 
crop—for preventing the plants from being hurt by miliew— 


by fnails and other vermin—are innumerable, and invariably in- 


culcated with the moft folemn gravity. Thefe, and many other 
fimilar particulars, fufficiently ferve to fhew that facts’ relating to 
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agriculture were not in ancient times afcertained by experiment, 
which is the only fure teft of truth ; and that therefore they can- 
not be relied on. 

We repeat, however, that, as matter of curiofity, the volumes 
before us claim a confiderable degree of merit. But confidered 
in point of utility to the Britifh farmer, we cannot rate them 
very highly. 

In almoft every page of the work, the benevolent views of the 
author are apparent. He is careful, in every cafe, to compare 
the ancient and modern praétices, and on thefe occafions, he al- 
ways corrects what he deems to be erroneous in modern times, 
In the courfe of thefe remarks, many allufions are made to pre- 
vailing opinions in/the author’s time with regard to the manage- 
ment of eftates, efpecially in North Britain, Many of thefe 
opinions have long ago given way to others; and inftead of 
thinking that only ten or twelve years had elapfed fince the 
work was written, as the editor hints, we fhould rather fufpe@, 
from the general {cope of the remarks, that it had been chiefly 
penned. twenty or thirty years ago. Probably the greateft part 
of it was then written, though it may have received the author’s 
laft touches at the time which the editor mentions. 

The claffical fcholar, and the man of tafte in polite literature, 
will not find that the language of this publication poflcfles all 
the elegance he could wifh ; it is full of Scottith idioms, and 
abounds in phrafes that will be unintelligible to the Englifh 
reader, ‘ The editor ought to have had thefe blemifhes cor- 


rected. A - ‘+ 


Art. II. 4 Journey through the Crimea to Conftantinople. In a Series 
of Letters from the Right Hon. Elizabeth Lady Craven, to his 
Serene Highnefs the Margrave of Brandebourg, Anfpach, and 
Bareith. Written in the Year MpcCLxxxvi. 4to. 332 Pages. 
18s. Boards. Robinfons. 1789. 


i 





¢ Journey through the Crimea to Conftantinople’ is a title, 
) like that of many plays, rather founded on a popular 
part of the performance, than calculated to fpecify the real fub- 
ject of the work. ‘The binder is, indeed, direéted that ‘ the map 
of the roads of the Crimea ts to face the title ;’? but there are not 
above forty pages in which it is at all neceffary for the reader to 
confult it. “The prefent feries of letters contains the narrative 
of a tour from Paris, through the fouth of France, as far as to 
Bologna in Italy ; where the receipt of certain letters change the 
courfe of the fair traveller from a fouthern direGtion to the north; 
and fhe proceeds through Venice, to Vienna, Warfaw, and 
Peieifburgh :—thence, by Cherfon, through the Crimea, by fea, 
to Cunflantinople ; and then through Bulgaria, Wallachia, and 
| Tranfyl- 
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Tranfylvania, back again to Vienna, where the journal con- 
cludes; leaving Lady C. preparing to fet out for Anfpach, to 
vifit his Serene Highnefs: to whom the had obtained permiffion 
to addrefs her Letters, during her tour, in the character of her 
brother; and to whom fhe writes with due refpeét, and with 
amore than /jferly affetion. The ftyle is, according to the 
character of letter writing, natural and eafy; but, after the man- 
ner of Sterne, broken into dafhes: which, we are forry to obferve, 
are now quite in fafhion, and too much the way of the world. Some 
dafhes, however, are continued, without interruption, for feveral 
lines together ; and their probable fenfe is fometimes to be col- 
lected from the context which produces them. Of thefe, pere 
haps, we fhall take more notice, before we difmifs the Letters. 

One great object in view, in publifhing this correfpondence, 
appears to be an effort to wipe away fome unfavourable imputa- 
tions at home, and to manifeft the refpe&t thewn to the writer 
abroad. The Dedication may ftriétly be contidered as the firtt 
Jetrer, though the laft written; and it tends to fhew that there 
exifts a {fpurious Lady Craven, who on the continent, as well as 
at home, like a Birmingham coin, has long pafled for the fter- 
ling impreffion. The Letters convey much inttruction, and af- 
ford confiderable entertainment ; at the fame time that they ex- 
hibit many proofs of good fenfe and vivacity. This general 
opinion will, probably, appear well founded, from the following 
inveftigation of their contents. ; 

In the firft Letter, dated from Paris, Lady C. thus writes and 
dafhes : 

‘I have fent you fome Englifh garden feeds, which were given me 
by Lady ——. [hope when you are eating your fallads this {um- 
mer, you will think of your adopted fifter, and believe that z¢ mutt 
be very good reafons, that deter her from vifiting Franconia, in pre- 
ference to all other places;§ — —= = — _ — 


‘ I have the honour to fubfcribe myfelf your very affectionate fitter, 
faithful friend and fervant.’ : 





‘ I flept at-Orleans laft night—and as the weather is extremely 
hot, I reited in the middle of the day at Blois, where I examined the 
royal Chateau, a houfe compofed of different orders of architecture, 
built at different periods of time, and by various perfons. ‘The moft 
modern addition has been made by Gatton Duc d Orleans, who 
chofe to place an Italian ftructure in the midft of the various irregu- 
larity belonging to the ancient Gothic, one part of which was built 
by Francis the Firft.—The ornaments of this (feveral of them) were 
to me as incomprehenfible as Egyptian hieroglyphics would have 
been. I wifhed my friend Mr. W. at my elbow, whofe knowledge 
in, and tafte for the Gothic, might have explained them.—The por- 
ter who conducted me aéout, {.emed a good hittorian for a perfon of 
his condition. need not tell you, how many extraordinary per- 
fonages 
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fonages and events this chateau called to my mind.—If the confufion 
which ambition naturally creates in hiftory, fhould at this moment 
prevent your memory from placing them before youmlI refer you. to 
the Nouveau Voyage de la France, par M. Piganiol dela Force, who 
gives a curfory account of Blois, and this chateau—but he does not 
fay, what I can affert, that fo many perfons have f{craped the ftone on 
which Henry Duc de Guife’s blood fell, that there remains but one 
half of it.—My o!d conductor told me, thofe who preferved the pow- 
der as a relic, were people related to the Guife family, and curious 
travellers—I was not one of them —— .’ 





« Every body laft year, that would be quite 2 /’ Anglaiye at Paris, 
had to wait on them, what they called a Fakay, a little boy with 
ftraight, lank, anpowdered hair, wearing a round hatand this 
groom-like looking thing waited upon them at dinner, and was fre- 
quently ftuck up with three tall footmen behind a fine gilt coach. 
It was in vain for me to affert to fome grave old French people that 
jockey meant riding-groom in a runniog-horfe ftable ; and that no 

rooms ever waited upon us, nay fcarcely ever came into the houfe, 
and certainly nothing but fervants, as well dreffed and powdered ag 
the French, waited upon us, or went behind our carriages. They 
anfwered, it muft then be a new fafhion, for it was tout-a-fait a 
P Anglaife—et comme on fefait a Lonares -—’ 

Letter XI. contains fome account of, and refleGtions on * the 
much-famed Fontaine de Vauclufe.? —— 

‘ I fet out from Avignon in the middle of the day, and arrived at 
a town called Lille, where | took a French poft-chaife, and went in 
it by the fide of the Sorgue’s clear ftream, till the road was too nar- 
row for the carriage to proceed; I then walked in a narrow path 
winding round the immenfe rocky mountains to the left, with the 
fiream rapidly fying by me to the right, about a mile, till a cavern, 
pretty much in the fhape of thofe which lions come out of in an 
opera, prefented itfelf to my view, and from that flows the river. [ 
am told it isan unfathomable abyfs. Why it is called a fontaine, I 
am at a lofs to guefs. 

* Monftrous rocks rife over and on each fide of this craggy arch; 
thefe feem to bend forward to meet or cruth the curious.—-Which- 
ever way I turned my eyes, I faw gigantic and fantaftic fhapes, 
which nature feems to have placed there to aflonifh the gazer with a 
mixture of the melancholy, terrible, and cheerful ; for the clearnefs 
and rapidity of the river makes it a lively obje&, and where there is 
a flat place on the banks, though not above a few feet in circum- 
ference, the peafants have planted trees or fowed gardens—you lift 
wp your eyes, and fee the moft perfect contraits to them —the birds, 
which hovered towards the upper part of the rocks, were fcarcely 
perceptible. In locking into the cavern, it appears horrible and 
gloomy; I could almott have fancied the river ran thus faft, rejoiced 
to'quit the manfion from whence it {prung. No wonder Petrarch’s 
fong was plaintive, if he courted his Mule with this fcene perpetually 
before his eyes; Love and all his aughing train mutt fly the human 
imagination, where nature difplays her features in the majeftic and 
terrible flyle, and I was very giad to find fo good an excufe as this 
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Giuation-for Petrarch’s eternal complaint—till now I was puzzled to 
guefs, how a man of his fenfe could pafs the greateft part of his life 
in eternizing a lady’s contempt of a faithful paflion—but I now be- 
lieve there was no Laura—or if there exifted one, he found in either 
cafe his imagination particularly turned to poetry, and that of the 
melancholy kind; in this, probably his fummer’s refidence, I who 
you know and have as playful a Mufe as ever fmiled 
upon mortal, fat examining the aftonithing picture before me with a 
filent reverential fort of admiration—and fhould have remained there 
till night, if I had not been informed that it grew very late, and 1 
mult fee the pictures of Petrarch and Laura in the chateau of the 
Marquis de Chamont, which is a miferable houfe a few tteps from 
the Fontaine. Thefe pictures are very modern—probably as like you 
as the perfons they were drawn for.’ 

From Hyeres are dated four Letters ; one of them containing 
many long and fhort verfes on a French pamphlet concerning 
the late memorable fiege of Gibraltar, Thefe verfes difplay 
much loyalty, but not quite fo much poetry. 

The laft of thefe four letters is the moft valuable; and con- 
tains fume interefting intelligence. We fhall therefore tran- 


{cribe ic: 








LETTER XVI. 
‘Hreres*, Auguft 24, 1785. 


¢ Dear Sir! I am extremely furprifed that invalids, who fly to the 
South in winter, do no: choofe Hyeres in preference to Montpellier 
or Nice; it is true, that it is more folitary than either of thefe places; 
but Iam fure, by the accounts I have had of the laft, its lying, gof- 
fiping, mifchievous ftyle of the fociety muft be a moft horrid thing for 
nerves fhaken by illnefs. ‘There is an uncommon clearnefs in the 
air here; the iflands appear to the eye to be not above three miles 
diftant, and I am affured they are feven leagues—Provifions are ex- 
cellent here, particularly fifh; among thefe the John-Dory and the 
Red Mullet are of an amazing fize, and excellent. 

‘ There is very feldom any rain at Hyeres, and the rides of the 
environs are the moft beautiful that your imagination can form— 
particularly one towards the refidence of a Mr. Glaffiere de St. 
Tropés—who has near his houfe a beautiful large valley between 
the mountains, which he might with little expence turn into a 
charming park with a river running through it.—You muft not fup- 
pofe from the want of rain here, that there is no verdure, or that the 
orange-gardens look burnt by the fun; the natives of this happy 
{pot are extremely ingenious in turning every little {pring that comes 
from the mountains (and thefe fprings are numerous) over their 
fields and gardens, fo that the conitant want of rain here i; the very 
reafon why every vegetation never fails of being refrefhed. perpe- 
tualiy. 

‘ Put all thefe circumftances together, with another, which I think 
muft weigh with every reafonable perfon, out of their own country, 
which is, that provifions are very cheap, and you will agree with me,. 


—_ _ >. 
Le ~< 
— - ——— 
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that Hyeres is a very good place for an invalid to pafs a winter — 





‘ Pisa Barus, Sept. 17. 

* I could not help reflecting in one of the fineft palaces at Genoa 
on the want of unity and order, the two principles on which good 
tafte is founded, that is ever difcovered in the drefs and ornaments of 
all kinds which foreigners have 

‘ | had paffed through an immenfe fuite of rooms, each more mag- 
nificent than the other; when coming into the bed-chamber of the 
miitrefs of the houfe, her drefs which fhe had pulled off the night be- 
fore, even her bracelets and rings, lay upon a table, and I can with 
truth aflert—no village-girl could have adorned herfelf with more 
mean, ordinary, paltry finery than was exhibited —— The heir to 
this noble houfe, a child of about two years old, that had taken a 
fancy to my looks, and accompanied me through the apartments, 
was drefled likewife in a coarfe coloured linen 

* 'Thefe circumftances were fuch contrafts to the houfe, that it 
brought to my mind a hundred examples of the like in France, where 
often, to get at the molt elegant /alle de compagnie, you are obliged 
to pafs through a dirty amichamber, where you are forced to hold up 








your * petticoats, that you may not {weep into the inner rooms a 


load of filth———In the ftreets you meet @magnificent carriage, at- 
tended by fervants in coftly liveries, drawn by a pair of dog-horfes, 
the harnefs of which a hackney-coachman would not ufe with us— 
and frequently at Paris the finelt hotels have their architecture dif- 
graced by the black funnel of a temporary chimney, running out at 
a window, or through a cornice —— 

‘ Thefe incongruities cannot be imagined, nor believed, but by 
thofe that have feen them—With us, cleanlinefs conftitutes our firft 
elegance ; and fitnefs of things is next confidered—and I believe it is 
the combination of thefe two circumftances which enchants foreign- 
ers of fenfe and parts fo much in England—’ 

——* An Englifh perfon (in Italy) meets with homage little fhort 


‘of admiration —The very fhopkeepers and peafants look in my face, 


and fay — Cara—Cara Inglese — 

‘ Thefe baths (at Pifa) are very good for palfies, paralytic dif- 
orders, gout, rheumatifm, and fcrophulous complaints; Pifa and 
Lucca are near—Pifa, I find, the Grand Duke prefers to Florence— 
I fhould think an invalid might pafs a comfortable winter here—’ 

By unity and order; in this Letter (xx.), we fuppofe that her 
Ladythip would imply con/ifency. 

The poftfcript to the twenty-third Letter [from Florence] 
contains the following pleafing remark : 

« On looking over my letter, I find that I have forgot to tell you, 
the only object I took notice of from my coach, going to Florence, 
was the moon ; it put me in mind of what Mr. de Caraccioli fays, 

ue la lune de Naples valait bien le foleil d’ Angleterre—however, our 


‘Englith fun has bat one fault, notwithftanding the Marquis’s witty 





* Lady C. forgets that fhe is writing to a gentleman. 
remark; 


























Lady Craven’s Fourney thro’ the Crimea to Conflantinople. 205 


-remark; and that is the fame that an Englith mind has—peeping 
through a cloud too often. ——’ 





« I could not help obferving that all the handfome Florentines are 
very like the Englifh—an effect perhaps of the great partiality the 
Italian ladies have for my country people—what I mean is, that as 
they have conffantly fo many Englifh people here, their looking at 
them conffantly may very naturally occafion the likenefs —— 

« The Italian ladies are very good humoured, which is more than 
I can fay for their neigh*ours the French; and they have likewife 
more natural civility to ttrangers; for they do not ftare at them, and 
whifper to one another, fo as to leave no doubt to the Anglaife that 
her drefs is criticifed ; but they {peak to her, and if they remark any 
thing new to them, they do not tell her, ce n’ef pas a-la-mode —but 
they fuppofe it is the fafhion of the country fhe is come from —~— 

‘ The fovereign might make Florence a paradife; but he keeps no 
court—There is nothing about his manner of living that betrays 
either the gaiety or magnificence that naturally belong to royalty— 
Any perfon whofe rank fuits prefentation might be prefented to the 
Grand Duke or Duchefs—but I fhall certainly not be fo; for fove- 
reigns, like the fun, fhould cheer with their rays the people who 
look up to them; and when they choofe to hide thofe rays in a cor- 
ner, ftrangers muft be very foolith to go and feek them out, difturb 
their privacy, and gain neither pleafure nor amufement by it—.’ 

In this paffage, it is obfervable that her Ladythip gives a 
fhrewd reafon for her mot being prefented at Florence. 

‘ IT have been obliged again to affure the French, at the French 
minifter’s table the other day, that Sir George Elliot (Lord Heath- 
field) was not born of French parents 

‘ Sterne’s adventure about Yorick, I have now good reafon to be- 
lieve was a fact; for I was afked too by a Frenchman if Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds did not build St. Paul’s.———I think Frenchmen thould 
never quit Paris ; for they do not choofe to be acquainted with the 
chronology or genealogies of any other nation but their own.—The 
only thing which feems to delight the French minilter here is, that 
the bridge over the Arno, which is juft before his windows, puts him 
in mind of the Pont Neuf at Paris—the only obfervation I have ever 
heard him make upon the beauties of this town . 











© There is a charming ride here about a mile from the town, in a 
wood of the Grand Duke’s, called the Cathins (where the ladies 
walk, or go in phaetons, called here Biroches)—but its chief beauty, 
the moft enormous firs 1 ever beheld, are now felling. — — 
There is alfo a dairy, where cream, milk, and butter are fold, at a 
royal price indeed — Tere is an excellent invention in it to keep the 
milk {weet in this hot climate—the pans are placed in a trough or 
frame, full conftantly of freth water, which runs in at one end and 
out at the other. —— Ta!king of inventions too; I wonder why in all 
great cities they do not copy one from the clock in the Piazza di gran 
Duca here—the figures fhewing the hour are tranfparencies, with a 
light behind them; fo that in the darkeft night, the fober citizens 
can fee what hour of the night it is ’ 

In 
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In Letter xxviit. the fair traveller fays, ‘whoever wrote 


L.M ’s Letters (for fhe never wrote a line of them) mif- 
reprefents things moft terribly,’——We are inclined to think that 
Lady Craven is miftaken in both thefe particulars; efpecially in 
the firft. See our feventieth volume, p. §75. where we have 
afferted the authenticity of the firft three volumes of Lady M, 
W. Montegu’s work; and where we have alio related the ttory 


of the fabrication of the fourth. 
L_BLaenh Amine Vienna. 


¢ The Emperor gives a private audience for ladies that are pre- 
fented tohim. ‘There was only myfelf and the lady who accom- 

anied me that went into his room together; we met a Princefs 
E tterhazi coming out.—The Emperor was clofe to the door; and 
after bowing very civilly, he made us fit upon a fofa—and ftood the 
whole time himfeif; I itaid three quarters of an hour; there is no 
occafion to fear ftaying too long; for when he cannot {pare any more 
time for the audience, or for any other reafon choofes to end it, he 
very civilly fays, he will detain you no longer, you then get up, 
and go to the door, which he opens himfelf—and thus ends the 
prefentation—I think much more agreeably than to anfwer any 
quellions a fovereign choofes to make before a hundred people that 
are within hearing in the circle of a drawing-room—who generally 
repeat what they hear, according to the folly or malice they pof- 
fefs—and I fhould think it totally impoffible for a monarch to con; 
verfe with any fatisfaction furrounded by fo many ears, which have 
often no brains belonging to them—'(‘he Emperor is like the Queen 
of France, and the only thing that genéd me at all was his not 
being feated—-He converfes politely and agreeably ——’ 

The xxxitt Letter, from Warfaw, aftords much entertainment 
and information. We fhall extract from it Lady C.’s relation 
of her interview with that truly wife, excellent, and venerable 
Prince, the King of Poland: whofe partiality for England, fo 
patriotically related by her Ladyfhip, and fo well known before, 


makes us Jaudably vain. 

Our fair traveller thus fpeaks of her prefentation: 

‘ The King received us in his ftudy; I was accompanied by the 
Grand Marechal’s wife, who is one of the King’s nieces—You, Sir, 
do not fpeak better French and Englifh than that amiable Sovereign 
—he told me he had been in Fngland thirty years paft, and afked 
me if Mr. W was ftill living —Not only living, I replied, Sir, 
but in good fpirits ; for | have a charming letter in my pocket from 
him—He faid, if there was nothing imprudent in his requeft, he 
would afk to fee it. He imagined Mr. W.’s * ftyle muft be uncom- 
mon; I gave him the letter—he put it into his pocket after reading 
it, and told me, as his filter, the Prince{s of Cracovia, did not under- 
ftand Englifh, he fhould tranflate it into French for her; and if 1 
ewould dine with him two days after, he would read me his tranfla- 
tion, which indeed furprifed me—He muft be a very elegant writer 
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in every language he chaofes to profefs—I wifh I had dared to have 
afked him for a copy—Well, Sir, he is the fecond perfon | have feen, 
whom I wifhed were not fovereigns—for it is impoflible that the 
many difagreeable perfons and circumftances that furround them, 
fhould not deprive them of the fociety of people who, facrificing 
only to the Mufes, are better company than thofe who only facrifice 
to ambition, when they give their time to fovereigns—-We were only 
fourteen people at the King’s dinner, and we converfed as cheerfully. 
and as rationally as if we had not been at a court-— 

‘ The King, in his face, is very like the Duke of Marlborough ;, 
and there is an elegance in his language, with a foftne{s in the tone 
of his voice, that pleafes the ear to the higheit degree P 

‘ The King has a manner of faying things obliging or flattering, 

eculiar tg himfelfhe tells me he thinks men, animals *, trees, every 
thing, in fhort, that takes its birth (in) or is produced by England, 
is more perfect than the produce of other countries—the climate, the 
foi! probably, he fays, may occafion this; his partiality to the Eng- 
lith, together with your’s, Sir, would make me prejudiced in favour 
of my own country, if I could love it better than I do—but the word 
comfort, which is underftood there only—has long ftamped the value 
of itin my mind , 

Letter xxx. from Peterfburgh, prefents to us fome reflec 
tions which are not the lefs pleafing, on account of their being 
fo totally unexpe€ted ‘from the pen of a fafhionable woman of 
quality ; : 

‘ The Emprefs and the Princefs d’Athkow are the only ladies wh 
wear the Ruffian drefs; it is I] think a very handiome one; and I am 
more furprifed every day, that nations do not each preferve their own 
fafhions-—and not copy one country that is at prefent only the ape of 
every other— From Cherfon, the new town on the ‘T'urkifh frontiers, 
which is 1600 miles from hence, are brought many provifions ; from 
Archangel likewife this town 1s provided, and from Allracan on the 











_Cafpian Sea, near two thoufand miles, all the dainties, fuch as grapes, 


peaie, beans, artichokes, are brought—It is natural to fuppofe, that 
the necediaries of life are dear, from thefe circumftances; but fome of 
them are extremely cheap—and | believe Ruffia is‘one of the cheap- 
eft countries in the world to live in; 1f French wines and fafhions, 
and Englith comforts, can be difpenfed with—To thefe lait 1 never 
felt fo much attachment as at this moment—Dazs le ligne Anglais, a 
Quarter of this town, where the Englifh merchants live, I find Eng- 
ith grates, Englifh coal, and Englith hotpitality, to make me wel- 
come, and the fire-fice cheerful—l have never yet been fortunate 
enough to make any acquaintance in the world of commerce; but 
if all Englith merchants and their families are as well informed 
and civil as thofe I find here-—I thould be very glad to be admitted 
into the city of London as a vilitor, to enjoy a little rational converfa- 
tion, avhich at the court-end is jeldom to be found—Wow thould it be 
Otherwife ? A little Latin and Greek in the ichools.of Weftminiter 
and Eton, ahd a great deal of vulgar rioting, make our young men 
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* What are men, my Lady? 


a flrange 
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a ftrange mixture of pedantifm and vice, which can only prodacé 
impudence and folly —Thus tutored, at fixteen they are turned upon 
the hands of fome unhappy man, who is to prefent them at foreign 
courts, with no other improvement or alteration in the boys heads, 
than that of their hair being powdered and tied behind —’ 





—— ‘* Indeed, Sir, the elegance which is produced by the cleanli- 
nefs and order feen with us, 1s found nowhere out of England ; here 


the houfes are decorated with the moft fumptuous furniture from’ 


every country—but you come into a drawing-room, where the floor 
is of the fineft inlaid woods, through a ftaircafe made of the coarfeft 
wood, in the rudeft manner, and ftinking with dirt—The poftilions 
wear fheep-fkins—and at a ball, when a nobleman has propofed his 
hand to a fair lady—he often kiffes her before the whole company— 
a@ propos to this cuftom—I muft tell you an anecdoteof — — 


— or —_— —— — _ = —- ° 


¢ Thus you perceive he was nearly in the fame predicament as the 
Chevalier dans la Fee Urgeke—and might have faid, Pour un baifer 
faut-il perdre la vie?’ 

The dafbes in this laft extra&t are arch and eloquent. 

At the end of this Letter, or, rather, at the beginning of what 
foould have been numbered xxx1v, Lady Craven gives a curious 
converfation, in French, with the Swedifh minifter, which pre- 
vailed on her to give up the thoughts of returning to Germany, 
through Sweden and Denmark; and determined her to go 
through the Crimea to Conftantinople. In this Letter are like- 
wife the following fenfible paflages : 

‘ There are ladies here whom I fhall be forry to quit; who in 
youth are poffeffed of many talents, and with whom I could form an 
agreeable fociety ; Italian mufic, the pedal harp, and our Englith 
poets are perfectly underftood by them; I think often I can trace 
Grecian features amung the females of this country, and the fubtle 
wit of the Greek in the men; that pliability of genius which caufes 
them to fpeak fo many different languages well, and adopt all the 
inventions and arts of other countries that are good 

* IT am fpeaking without any partiality, dear Sir; but I do not fee 
here the prejudices of the Englifh, the conceit of the French, nor the 
ftiff German pride—which national foibles make often good people 
of each nation extremely difagreeable. I am affured the Ruffians are 
deceitful —it may be fo; but as [ do not defire to have intimacies, I 
am much better pleafed to find new acquaintances pleafant and civil, 
than morofe or pert ——’ 

Letter xxxv. from Mofcow, contains a learned fketch of the 
hiftory of the Crimea; and the two next epiftles are dated from 
Cherfon, the firft fpot on her ladyfhip’s map, that fhe vifited, 
and fituated on the Borifthenes, which falls into the Black Sea; 
and which Lady C. was obliged to crofs, in order to proceed 
to the Crimea. 

Having crofled to the fhore oppofite to Cherfon, and en- 
ted the Crimea, we have, in Letter xxxvii1. a defcrip- 

tion 
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tion of travelling poft in Tartary; for which we muft refer to 


the book. 

Letter xxx1x. from Karafbayer, gives a defcription of the per- 
formance of the national fongs, by the Ruffian peafants; and 
Letter xL. contains a relation of a mock battle between the Cof- 
facks: both of which are very entertaining; but we cannot 
make room for them. 

Letter xL111. from Sevaftopole, a port in the Crimea, gives a 
picturefque outline of the fingular and ftriking {cenery prefented 
by the coaft, the harbour, &c. and concludes with fome liberal 
reflections, which do honour to the writer, both as alover of her 
own country, and as a citizen of the world. 

The pofticript to the forty-fourth Epiftle is curious on ace 
count of the dafhes : 

‘ You may think me very odd in faying a voyage is a bitter draught 
to me—you will be much more furprifed when I tell you, I hate tra- 
velling ; but you know why I travel — —_— — — 


* And as I do, I am determined to fee that place where the capi- 
tal of the world ought to be placed; when I am fick at fea, I hall 
think of that—and that according to a vulgar Englith faying, the 
longeft way about is the neareft way home : 

Letter xtvi. from Pera [a fuburb of Conftantinople]. 

« As to women, as many, if not more than men, are to be feen ia 
the ftreets—but they look like walking mammies—A large-loofe robe 
of dark green cloth covers them from the neck to the ground, over 
that a large piece of muflin, which wraps the fhoulders and the arms, 
another which goes over the head and eyes; judge, Sir, if all thefe 
coverings do not confound all fhape or air fo much, that men or 
women, princeffes and flaves, may be concealed under them. I 
think I never faw a country where women may enjoy fo much liberty, 
and free from all reproach, as in Turkey—A Turkifh hufband that 
fees a pair of flippers at the door of his harem, muft not enter; his 
refpect for the fex prevents him from intruding when a ftranger is 
there upon a vifit; how eafy then is it for men to vifit and pats for 
women—If I was to walk about the ftreets here, I would certainly 
wear the fame drefs; for the Turkifh women call others names, when 
they meet them with their faces uncovered ——’ 

——‘* Boats here are to be hired as hackney-coaches are in Lon- 
don, and all very beautifully carved, moft of them with fome gild- 
ing ; the fhape of thefe boats is light and beautiful, and the Turks 
row very well, which is a thing quite incompatible with the idlenefs 
vifible in all ranks of people—TI faw a Turk the other day lying on 
cufhions, ftriking flowly an iron which he was fhaping into an horfe- 
fhoe, his pipe in his mouth all the time—nay, among the higher 
order of Turks, there is an invention which faves them the trouble 
of holding the pipe, and thus the fmoaker has only to puff away, or 
let the pipe reft upon his under lip, while he moves his head as he 
pleafes—Perhaps, Sir, it is lucky for Europe that the Turks are idle and 
*gnorant—the immenfe power this empire might have, were it peopled 
Rav, March, 1789. P by 
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by the induftrious and ambitious, would make it the miftrefs of the 
world—aAt prefent, it only ferves asa dead wall to intercept the com- 
merce and battles which other powers might create one another—’ 

‘ The Sultan has the higheft opinion of the fenfe and courage of 
the Capitan Pacha; when he quits Conftantinople the fovereign 
thinks his capital in danger—But I find all ranks of people agree’ in 
his having introduced a better police for the town than hitherto 
exifted—aAt a fire, fome janiffaries not doing their duty properly, he 
had four of them flung into it. Pour encourager les autres, as Vol- 
taire has obferved upon another occafion—He is always accompanied 
by a lion, who follows him like a dog—The other day he fuffered 
him to accompany him to the Divan, but the minifters were fo ter- 
rified that fome jumped out of the windows, one was near breaking 
his neck in flying down ftairs, and the High Admiral and his lion 
were left to fettle the councils of the day together-———’ 

The xLvuith Letter contains many, very many lines of da/bes, 
which are rather unintelligible, 

Some curious particulars concerning a principal harem, that 
of the Capitan Pacha, occur inthe xiixth Epiftle; but they are 
fo long, that, though it is much againft our inclination, we can 
only refer the reader to them. : 

The fiftieth Letter defcribes the enviable fituation of the 
Turkifh wives. Whatever misfortunes may befal the hufband, 
or in however low a ftation of life he may be, the perfon of the wife 
is facred, free from all conftraint, infult, or reproach ; and while 
be is abroad at hard labour, /be takes her pleafure in making vifits, 
or in fitting at home ¢ bedecked with jewels.’ 

The Letters from Athens contain many fprightly defcriptions, 
and fenfible reflections on the ancient and modern ftate of Greece. 
The laft of them concludes in the lively manner following, not 
without her ladyfhip’s arch dafhes : 

¢ The little Tarleton * is anexcellent failer with a fair wind; but, 
like all delicate little frames, is too much fhaken when fhe meets 


with rough treatment — — 


—_— — 
— ere — 
me 


Oem mm ll UR Ss —a3 


* I remain, my dear Brother, 
* Your affeftionate 


‘E. Co’ 
LETTER LXI. 


~——‘ It is faid Varna ¢ was the place where Ovid was fent into 
banifhment ; it might be fo; but the chief part of his exile was pafled 
in Moldavia; the borders of a lake where he often walked have be- 
come famous; the gentlenefs of his manners, and the fweet tone 
of his voice have been recorded from father to fon, down to the pre- 
fent inhabitants of that part of Moldavia——’ 

Letters Lxi1, and LXIII, contain an account of her Lady- 

* The name of a fmall frigate in which Lady C. was then failing. 


¢ A Turki} town on the fhore ef the Black Sea, called ee, 
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fhip’s journey through Varna and Siliftria *, with a lively de- 
fcription of a kind of upper fervant, or creature, of the Vifir, 
called a Tchouadar, who was commiffioned by M. de Choifeul 
(the French Ambaflador), and the Imperial Minifter, to attend 
and protect her. But he proved fo lazy, mercenary, treacherous, 
and cowardly, that Lady C. is provoked to fpeak of him, and, 
indeed, of the Turks in general, in a ftyle which is not very 
flattering to the charater of the °° true believers.” 

The txivth and the txvth Epiftles, dated from Buccoreft, in 
Wallachia, give an account of the honours and civilities paid to 
the fair wanderer, by the Prince and Princefs of Wallachia; of 
whom we with to give fome idea by tranfcribing Lady C.’s ac- 
count ; but our extracts are already extended to fo great a length, 
that we muft refer the curious reader to the volume itfelf. 

Letters Lxvi. and Lxvil. are dated from Hermanftadt, the 
capital of Tranfylvania, in the dominions of the Emperor of 
Germany. The firft contains an account of the rough journey 
through the dangerous road between Tranfylvania and Wal- 
lachia. The fecond prefents us with one inftance, among many 
others, of the politenefs of the Emperor. He had informed 
Lady Craven that he fhould pay her a vifit; and came, accord- 
ingly, on foot, attended only by General Brown. The vifit, 
which lafted two hours and a half, was partly employed in look- 
ing over the maps, &c. with which her Ladyfhip had been pre- 
fented, and with which he was much pleafed. 

We fhall now tranfcribe the concluding Letter (the Lxvi1ith) 
entire, except a few lines : 

© Vienna, Aug. 30, 1786. 

‘ I am arrived very fafely and pleafantly here, and was only de- 
layed upon the road by the Compte de Soro, who infifted upon my 
dining with him—I think Hungary a noble country, and only wants 
mavigations made acrofs from the Adriatic to the Danube, to be one 
of the richeft and beft peopled countries upon earth. ‘Turkith idle- 
nefs, which probably ever will remain the fame, gives a fine oppor- 
tunity for the inhabitants of Hungary to become the richeft and hap- 
pieft peaple in the world—If Fate had made me miftrefs of that par- 
ticular fpot, I fhould form a ftri& alliance with the Porte, afking 
nothing but a free trade upon the Black Sea—Can you conceive, 
Sir, any thing fo comfortable as to have an immenfe wall or barrier, 
fuch Turkifh fupinenefs creates, between my kingdom and an am- 
bitious neighbour ?—How I would encourage Afiatic fplendour, fu- 
perftition, and lazinefs, and never do any thing that could weaken 
fuch a barrier—Ambition, which often leads men into wrong paths 
in politics, may fuggeft to the Imperial courts that the Turks fhould 
be confined to their Afiatic fhore, and all European Turkey fhould 
belong to the Chriftians—but I am not of that opinion; and, after 
the fea, I would not wifh to furround my country with any other de- 
fence than that which Mahometan idlenefs could form—The Turks 
are faithful to their treaties, and do not feek war under falfe pre- 


_ 





* A town on the borders of Wallachia, ’ 
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tences—Their revolted Pachas give them too much trouble, con- 
ftantly, not to make them defire eternal peace with their foreign 
neighbours—A gentleman with a foolifh troublefome wife to make 
his firefide uncomfortable, does not go out of his houfe to feek new 
difcontents—Such is the ficuation of the Porte—The perpetual dif- 

tietude of the empire makes the thinking Tark find a comfort in 
the dull moments of reft he finds upon his ¢arpet, fpread under the 
lofty plantane—and we muft not wonder to fee fo many of them 
feemingly to enjoy moments, which to us would be death-like ftu- 
pidity. But as I am not the fovereign of any country, I will not 
take up more of your time with my reflections, but tell you that [ 
found Prince Kaunitz here very glad to fee me; he faluted me with 


a—Ah! vous voila ma noble Dame 














—‘I[ fhall ftay only till I receive letters from and > 
and then fet out for Anfpach, where I fhall have the honour and moft 


fincere pleafure of paying my refpects to you, and afluring you ip 
perfon how much J am, dear Brother, 
* Your affectionate Sifter, 
* And devoted Friend, 
, ‘EK. C—?’ 

The manner in which we introduced this work to the reader, 
and the refpeét with which we have attended her Ladythip 
through the whole tour, leave little room for additional obferva» 
tion. Minute critics might indeed cavil at fome few circum- 
ftances, and perhaps cenfure the frequent mixture of French 
and Englifh words and phrafes; but, confidering this feries of 
familiar letters as a correfpondence allowing a kind of tranfcript 
of common converfation, and recollecting that the Letters them- 
felves were fcarcely intended for publication, fuch liberties from 
a female pen are far from inexcufable. 

It feemed to be the candid way of exhibiting this Tour, to per~. —\ 
mit the fair writer to fpeak for herfelf, which has occafioned our 
uncommonly numerous extracts. So far from fearing that they 
will appear tedious, we declare that there are many amufing 
paflages, which the limits prefcribed to us, with refpeét to 
this article, forbad us to tranfcribe ; and we will again venture 
to pronounce that thefe Letters afford a proof of a lively ima- 
gination and a good underftanding ;—and that they are calcu- 
lated to pleafe, and never can offend. 

The work is ornamented with fix neat engravings of views, 
é&c. befide the map of the roads of the Crimea. (Qo p2.y. 





Art. III. The Hiftory of the Turkifb, or Ottoman Empire, from its 
Foundation in 1300, to the Peace of Belgrade in 1740. To 
which is prefixed an Hiftorical Difcoarfe on Mahomet ard his 
Succeffors. Tranflated from the French of Mignot. By A. 
Hawkins, Efq. 4 Vols. 8vo. 11. 48s. Stockdale, &c. : 


I% the annals even of the moft polifhed nations, a profeffor 


of morality and humanity will frequently be thocked at the 
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means employed to attain a political end, though that end may 
in itfelf be unexceptionable: but in the hiftory of a favage rate 
of men, whofe politics know not any Jaw but that of force, and 
whofe force is impelled by fear, revenge, and wanton caprice, 
regardlefs of that law of nations which regulates popular refent- 
ments in Europe,—ferocity and barbarifm ftain all their publi¢ 
a&s. This truth is not only manifeft in all former hiftories 
wherein the Turks appear, but even in the tranfactions of the 
prefent day. 

The Abbot Mignot is declared, in the Tranflator’s preface, 
to be nephew to the celebrated Voltaire, and that it is natural 
to fuppofe this work underwent the examination of the uncle, 
previous to its publication. We fhould as naturally adopt this 
fuppofition, did we perceive any ftrokes of Voltaire’s pen in the 
performance ; but if there were any flight touches in the origi- 
nal, they are loft in the tranflation; the Janguage throughout 
being very penurious, and the narrative bald and dry. An in- 
ftance or two will fhew whether we do the language any in- 
juftice. In the prefatory difcourfe on Mahomet, which by the 
way, is a loofe, illiberal piece, we are informed that ‘ in the. 
courfe of his conquefts, the impoftor was /ike to lofe his life by 
an accident that fhould have unmafked him to all his follow- 
ers*.’ In another place, a paragraph clofes with affirming 
that * the emirs-al-omra depofed the commander of the faithful 
as often as their intereft or caprice prompted them tot.’ A 
prifoner who made his efcape, * had time to get away before he 
was found wanting {.’ As a fpecimen of greater length, we fhall 
produce the account of the inftitution of that formidable clafs 
of foldiers called Janiffaries, by Amurath I, about the year 
1370. 

s He eftablithed the corps of janiffaries as we fee it at this day ; 
and, by the advice of Kara Ali his grand vizier, he ordered, that the 
fifth part of the flaves that fhould be made from the enemy (for the 
Turks call their prifoners of war by no other name), fhould belon 

to the fultan, and that thefe foreigners, having embraced Iflamifm §, 
fhould form a new corps, which Amurath fixed at ten thoufand men, 


but it was afterwards confiderably augmented. He divided them 
into odas or chambers, at the head of which he appointed particular 

* P. xix. + P. Ixix. t Vol. ii. p. 322. 

§ ¢ The Turkith emperors regard all thofe that become Muffaulmen 
as fubjects. Submiffion to the Alcoran implies always the privilege 
of naturalization. A renegade is fometimes prime minifter of the 
empire. There is no other rank in Turkey than that of employ- 
ments, and every Muffulman, without diftinction, is capable of being 
appointed. The flaves taken in war, or given by tributary nations, 
if they are brought up from infancy in the Muffulman religion, or in 
military difcipline, either in the feraglio or in fome oda [an inftitu- 
tion which they call a chamber], are much furer of fucceeding to 
high employs, than the inhabitants of towns.’ 

-_ oflicers, 














24 The Hiflory of the T. urkifo Empire. 


officers, and he fubjected the whole corps to a chief, called an aga, 
who, by his credit and authority, became one of the firft officers of 
the empire. As Amurath withed to give this corps of infantry the 
renown of great valour, he refolved to confecrate it by religion. The 
firft enrolled were fent to a dervis, whofe holy life rendered him 
recommendable. As foon as thefe new foldiers were proftrated before 
him, the //itary man, affecting a prophetic tone, and placing the 
fleeve of his garment on the head of the firtof them: ‘* Be their 
name janiflaries,” faid he, ** be their countenances fierce, their hands 
always victorious, their fwords always fharp, their lances always 
ready to ftrike at the head of an enemy, and their courage the cau/e 
of their conftant profperity.”” Since this period, they have always 
retained the name of janiflaries, which fignifies new foldiers, and 
_ their cap has retained the form of a fleeve, ‘This foldiery became, 
as we fhall fee in the fequel, very ufeful to the Ottoman empire, and 
fometimes fatal to its mafters.’ ; 

The name of Mahomet II. ftands high among his country- 
men, on account of his conquefts; though, as the prefent 
writer obferves, he was one of the moft perfidious and fan- 
guinary princes that hiftory has handed down to us. The re- 
duction of Conftantinople, and the extinétion of the Greek 
empire, extended his fame to Europe; and the complexion of 
that fame may be conceived from the following ftory, of his 
behaviour after the capture of Conftantinople ; which we pro- 
duce merely as a curiofity *: 

‘ A young Greek lady of noble birth, called Irene, hardly feven- 
teen years old, fell into his hands. A bafhaw had juft made her his 
flave; but ftruck with her exquifite beauty, thought her a prefent 
worthy of the fultan, The eaft had never before given birth to fo 
charming a creature ; her beauty was irrefiftible, and triumphed over 
the favage Mahomet ; rough as he was, he was forced to yield him- 
felf entirely to this new paffion ; and in order to have fewer avoca- 
tions from his amorous affiduities, he paffed feveral days without per- 
mitting his minifters and the principal officers of the army to fee him. 
Irene followed him afterward to Adrianople, where he fixed the 
refidence of the young Greek. As for himfelf, on whatever fide he 
turned his arms, he would often, in the midft of the moft important 
expeditions, leave the command to his generals, and return on the 
wings of love to Irene. It was foon perceived that war was no 
longer his reigning paffion: the foldiers, who were inured to plunder, 
and accuftomed to find booty in following him, murmured at the 
change, This diffatisfaftion fpred and became contagious: the 
officers, as well as the foldiers, complained of his effeminate life : 
yet his wrath was fo terrible, that no body durft undertake to fpeak 
to him on that fubjeét. At length, as the difcontents of the foldiery 
were juft going to break out, Muftapha bafhaw, confulting only the 
fidelity which he owed his mafter, was the firft that gave him notice 
of the difcourfes which the janiffaries held publicly to the prejudice 
of his glory. 


. 





_*® Dr. Samuel Johnfon made choice of this tory, as the fubject of 
his only dramatic compofition, 
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¢ The fultan continued fome time in a fullen and deep filence, as if 

he was confidering in himfelf what refolution he fhould take; the 
enly anfwer Moftapha received was, an order to fummon the bafhaws 
to aflemble the next day, with all the guards, and the troops that 
were pofted about the city, under pretence of a review; after 
which he went into Irene’s apartment, and ftayed with her all the 
night. 
: Never did the young princefs appear fo charming in his eyes ; 
never too had the prince given her fuch tender marks of his love be- 
fore: and in order, if poffible, to beftow new luftre on her beauty, 
he defired her maids to exert all their care and {kill in drefling her. 
When fhe was thus fet out and adjufted to appear in public, he took 
her by the hand and led her into the middle of the aflembly; when, 
tearing off the veil that covered her face, he haughtily afked the ba- 
fhaws around, if they had ever feen a more perfect beauty. All the 
officers, like true courtiers, were lavifh of their praifes, and congra- 
tulated him on his felicity. Upon which, Mahomet, taking the fair 
Greek by the hair with one hand, and drawing his fword with the 
other, at one ftroke, feparated her head from her body ; then turn- 
ing about to his grandees, with eyes rolling and flafhing with fire: 
This fword, faid he to them, whenever I pleafe, can cut afunder the 
ties of dove. ‘The whole affembly was ftruck with horror, and fhud- 
dered at the fight: the dread they were all feized with, of being 
treated in the like manner, made the mofl mutinous of them tremble: 
every one thought he faw the fatal {word lifted over his own head ; 
but if they efcaped his fanguinary temper at that moment, it was 
only to have his revenge the better. Muftapha, as a reward for his 
faithfal advice, was firft facrificed, and on a flight pretence; he 
caufed him to be ftrangled in the feraglio; and in the long wars in 
which he was afterward engaged, and that lafted as long as his reign, 
he had the cruel pleafure of difpatching moft of the janiffaries one 
after another, who, by their feditious cries, had interrupted his plea- 
fures, and awaked his fury. Yranflator.’ 

This affeting anecdote is added by the tranflator, and if we 
underftand the paragraph preceding it, is derived from Vertot ; 
Mr. Gibbon, in his fixth volume, hints at it among other 
ftories, that he does not believe; and yet it can fcarcely be 
rejected for being injurious to the memory of Mahomet, It is 
by no means clear, whether the tranflator who produces it, be- 
lieves it or not; for after relating Mahomet’s brutal treatment 
of the Governor of Negropont and his daughter, he adds, in an 
unintelligible note, * This fact, which the continuator of Cal- 
condilus reports from the notes of that hiftorian, has given place 
perhaps to the flory of Irene, which no ancient hiftorian bas ever 
Jpoken of *.’ 

It is but feldom that the uniform dry details of unjuft and 
mercilefs wars, and of the brutal intrigues of the feraglio, are 
enlivened with any thing of a fentimental or inftru€tive nature ; 
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* Vol. i. p. 167. 
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but the diftates of common fenfe will fometimes even force their 
way into the palaces of defpots, though to very little purpofe, 
as in the following inftance : 

© During the frft years of the reign of Achmet, he was incon. . 
tinual fear of being depofed. The examples of Muftapha his bro- 
ther, and of Mahomet IV. his father, were always prefent in his 
jmagination. Though the profound peace which the Ottoman em- 
pire enjoyed rendered it no way difficult to govern, and the body 
of the nation, fatigued with the violent fhocks which it had experi- 
enced, feemed to relifh a neceffary repofe, the fultan could not fee 
fome foldiers and effendis afflembled, without fuppofing plots or con- 
fpiracies, All the blood which he had fpilt to punifh the depofition 
of his brother, and to fecure the fceptre in his own hands, could not 
remove his fears for the future. In fine, Achmet experienced on his 
throne that fear and perplexity which are the lot of tyrants. He re- 
newed the ordinance that forbade the foldiers, or even the citizens, 
to walls more than four together in the ftreets. The offenders were 
liable to a fevere baftinade : fome even were put to death on flight 
fufpicions. The emperor, always full of frightful ideas, fent one 
day for the mufti and fome of the mollacs of moft reputation, to afk 
of them the interpretation of a dream. He faid that he had feen 
his palace all in Hames; and as he was making vain efforts to ex- 
tinguifh this terrible fire, and was himfelf on the point of beeoming 
a prey to it, he awoke with terror. ‘* Great prince,” replied the 
mofti to him, ‘¢ calm the uneafinefs with which you are agitated ; 
give over fhedding blood and terrifying yourfelf, and then you will 
have lefs frightful dreams.” 

This was the fultan who fo hofpitably received Charles XII. 
of Sweden at Bender; and the ftrange freaks of Charles at this 
place of refuge, profefledly copied from Voltaire, form by far 
the moft entertaining part of this hiftory. 

The French author candidly exhibits his authorities, and ap- 
pears to have had recourfe to refpectable affiftance, to render his 
work deferving of the public attention: but an European reader 
is little interefted in revolutions brought about by Women and 
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Art.IV. An hiftorical Effay on the Drefs of the ancient and modern 
frifh: To which is fubjoined, a Memoir on the Armour and 
Weapons of the Irifh. By Jofeph C. Walker, Member of the 
Royal Irifh Academy, Correfpondent Fellow of the Antiquarian - 
Society of Perth, and Honorary Member of the Etrufcan Academy 
of Cortona. 4to. pp. zoo. 18s. Boards. Elmfley. 1788. 


“eee antiquarian library is confiderably enriched by this 
publication, as Mr. Walker feems to have fpared no 
pains in the inveftigation of his fubje&; having, he fays, in 
purfuit of information, § vifited the couch of the aged, and pa- 
tiently liftened to ** the tale of other times ;” trimmed the midnight 
Jamp over many a dry annalift, and pored with unremitting at- 
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tention on many a mufty manofcript. I explored the maulder- 
ing walls and ‘ Icng founding ifles” of cloiftered fanes, for 
figures illuftrative of my fubje&; nay, I even unbarred the 
gates of death, and entered the tomb in queft of evidences!’ 

The work feems in part to confift of eflays read before the 
Royal Irifh Academy, and is comprifed under the following 
heads: Aa hiftorical Effay on the Drefs of the Irifh. A Memoir 
on the Armour and Weapons of the Irifh. And an Appendix, 
divided into five articles; befide a number of additions and cor- 
xections. 

In treating the firft head, Mr. Walker fays he will not take 
upon him to determine how foon after the arrival of the Mile- 
fians, the Irifh threw off their clothing of fkins; but he is in- 
clined to think that the drefs which prevailed among them for 
fo many centuries, and even to latter times, was introduced inte 
Ireland by thofe bold invaders: he then proceeds to defcribe the 
ancient drefs of the Irifh, with the different alterations which it 
underwent, in fafhion, materials, and ornament, 

The drefs of the ancient Irifhmen, fays he, confifted of the 
Truis, or ftrait Bracca; thefe were ftriped or plaid trowfers, be- 
ing breeches and ftockings all in one, fitted clofe to the limbs, 
The Cota was a garment fimilar to that which we call a waift- 
coat, open before, and falling fo far below the waift as to admit 
of being occafionally folded about the body, and made faft by a 
girdle round the Joins; the fleeves were fometimes long and 
fometimes fhort. This garment was dyed yellow, with faffron, 
or rather a kind of lichen, that grows on the rocks. The reafon 
for its being fo dyed, was to prevent the appearance of foil, con- 
tracted by long wearing. Lord Bacon, in his Effays, affigns 
another reafon, The Irifh, fays he, wear faffroned linen fhirts, 
which continue long clean, and lengthen life; for faffron being 
a great binder, oily and hot, without fharpnefs, is very comfort 
able to the fkin. 

The Cochal, or Cocula, was a kind of long cloak with a large 
hanging collar or hood of different colours ; this garment only 
reached as low as the middle of the thigh: it was fringed with a 
border like fhagged hair, and, being brought over the fhoulders, 
was faftened by a buckle or broche. In the field of battle, it was 
made to ferve asa fhield, by being wrapped feveral times about the 
left arm. The inhabitants of Connaught, for many ages, wore 
no other covering on their heads than the hood of the 
Cochal. 

The Canabbas, or Fillead, was another loofe garment, mueh 
refembling the Cochal, made of caarfe woollen cloth. The 
Jrith romance writers of the middle ages give this garment to 
royal perfonages, reprefenting it of a flowing length, and like 
the regal robes of the Eaft, of a crimfoa colour. 
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The Barrad was a conical cap, with the point banging down 
r 


behind. The Scotch bonnet was alfo formerly ufed in Ireland, 
The Druids wore on their heads, behind an oak-leaved crown, 
a golden crefcent, with buttons at the extremities, through 
which a ftring was drawn to faften it ; feveral of thefe crefcents 
have been found in the bogs. 

The Brog, or Brogue, was a kind of fhoe without a heel ; i¢ 
was made of the {kins of beafts, faftened to the foot, by a latchet 
or thong. The ancient Irifh wore alfoa kind of bufkin, or fhore 
boot made of a raw fkin, the hair outwards ; it was laced on, be-= 
fore, with thongs of leather. 

The early Irith cherifhed the beard with much folicitude; nor 
did they reftrain the growth of their hair, but, throwing it back 
from their forehead, allowed it to flow about the neck in fuf- 
pended locks, which they called Coluns, or Gibbs. A ftatute of 
Henry VIII. which obliged them to cut off their locks, gave 
occafion to a fong, the air of which is now univerfally admired. 

Mr. Walker fays nothing of the ancient drefs of the women, 
except that one of their ornaments was the bodkin for faitening 
their hair; thefe bodkins were alfo fometimes ufed as needles, in 
which cafe they had an eye. 

The firft innovation in the ancient drefs took place in the 
reign of Tighernmas, A.M. 2815, when that prince made a 
fumptuary law, according to which the different clafles of people 
were to be diftinguifhed by the number of colours in their gar- 
ments. Under the reign of Mogha Nuadhad, who was flain 
A.D. 192, a code of fumptuary laws was enacted, and the 
prices of the clothing of the different ranks was eftimated, chiefly 
according to the value of cattle. From the will of Cormac, 
King of Munfter, and Bifhop of Carlifle, in the roth century, 
we learn that the Irifh were then poflefled of veftments of filk, 
and others embroidered with gold, filver, and jewels; they had 
likewife gold chains, and other coftly ornaments. 

Mr. Walker then gives defcriptions of the drefs of the Irifh 
at different periods, from the authority of monuments, ftatutes, 
and the teftimony of contemporary writers: among thefe are 
Giraldus Cambrenfis ; the ftatute of Kilkenny, temp. Edw. III. 
Froiflart; the ftatute 24 Hen. VIII. Spencer, Camden, Sir James 
Harrington, Fynes Morrifon, and Speed. 

In the memoir on the armour and weapons, the author in- 
forms us that the defenfive armour worn by the ancient Irifh was 
the Cailmbion, a covering for the head, made of the {kin of a 
beaft, On the introduétion of iron, helmets of that metal were 
ufed. The flat helmet of the time of Henry II. was introduced 
into Ireland, but gave place to the Salet *. After the conquetft 
of Ireland by the Englifh, the common Irifh trufted to the re- 





* A kind of military cap. See Capt. Grofe on Ancient Armour. 
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fiftance of their clotted hair, except the yeomen of the knights 
and efquires, under the fubjeétion of the Englifh, whofe lords 
ere obliged by the ftatute of Henry VII. to find them falets, 
and other armour. Body armour of every kind was unknown 
to the Irifh before the tenth century; the coat of mail is how- 
ever mentioned in the Brehon Laws, and by the ftatute of Henry 
VII. the Irifh gentry, as above mentioned, were directed to pro- 
vide their yeomen with jacks as well as falets; they alfo wore 
the haubergeon. Corfelets of pure gold have been found in the 
county of Kerry; thefe Mr. Walker rather thinks might have 
been left by the Spaniards, who had a fortification near that 
lace. 
, Refpe&ting the fhields ufed by the Irifh, the author is not very 
explicit; he fays, that but one metal fhield has been found in 
the bogs. Spencer fays they were long and broad, made with 
wicker rods, and alfo defcribes round leathern targets, coloured 
red after the Spanifh fafhion, as being ufed in many parts of 
Ireland. The Pavice is mentioned in the ftatute of Henry VIII. 

The offenfive weapons were the Sword, the Skeine or dagger, 
the Fiadhgha, or Crannuibh, a {pear or javelin, chiefly appropriated 
to hunting; it was pointed with flint or bone, and with this they 
killed their prey; to the end which remained in the hand was 
affixed a thong of leather, by which either the beaft was retained 
or the {pear recovered. As arts improved, the Irifh ufed metal 
headed fpears of different forms, for throwing which they be- 
came famous. The Zuagh Catha, or battle axe, was another 
offenfive weapon ufed by the Irifh, borrowed, as is fuppofed, 
from the Norwegians; the dexterity, fays Mr. Walker, with 
which it appears the Irifh ufed the battle axe, evinces their fond- 
nefs for it. It was probably in order that they might deal the 
more deadly ftrokes with this weapon, that, as Campion relates, 
they left the right arm of their children unchriftened. 

The Krann Tabhath, wooden fling, or fling fixed to a ftaff, 
was alfo ufed by the Irifh; which Mr. Harris, as quoted by Mr. 
Walker, conje€tures to have been fimilar to that defcribed by 
Vegetius, as a ftaff four feet long, to which was faftened a 
fling of leather; this being driven forward by both hands, 
directs a ftone almoft like a wild afs. This fentence is fome- 
what obfcure, as it feems doubtful whether Mr. Harris means 
the animal called a wild afs, or the onager, a machine named 
after it. Mr. Walker juft mentions the Celt as another weapon, 
which he names a fling hatchet, but modeftly owns his inability 
to decide the queftion fo long’ agitated among antiquaries, i. ¢. 
to what ufe the Celt was appropriated, whether that of a wea- 
pon or a tool, 

The Crannib, or club, as the author juftly obferves, requires 
no defcription. 


Archery, 
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Archery, Mr. Waiker thinks, was not ufed by the Irifh till the 
Englith invafion ; divers laws were afterward enacted to enforce 
the practice of it in the Englifh pale, and for fupplying bow 
ftaves. A fociety of archers long fubtifted in Dublin. 

The ancient military machines were the Crax Tadbaill, an en- 


gine for throwing ftones; and Zhe Sow, a kind of movable 


houfe of ftrong boards, ufed to cover the workmen in their ap- 
proaches to the walls of a town or cattle. One of thefe Sows 
was uled againft the walls of Lifchane, in the year1599. The 
ancient Irifh are faid to have likewife ufed the Carad, or military 
chariot. 

Fire arms, Mr. Walker fays, were unknown in Ireland till 
the year 1489, when fix mufquets were brought to Dublin from 
Germany, and prefented to Gerald Earl of Kildare, who armed 
his guard with them. 

The Appendix, No, 1. gives a very entertaining account of 
the cuftoms, manners, and drefs, of the inhabitants of the Rofles, 
in the County of Donegal. 

No. 2. contains a defcriptive catalogue of the Irith implements 
of war in the collection of Ralph Oufley, Efq. 

No. 3. An account of three relics of antiquity found in Ire- 
Jand ; the firft a golden crefcent, floped like an officer’s gorget ; 
2d, A brazen head, with a fingular head-drefs ; the 3d, a golden 
ring or amulet, with an Irifh infcrip:ion, in Gothic characters of 
the 14th century. 

No. 4. Statute of the roth of Henry VII. enaéting that the 
fubjects of Ireland fkould have bows, and armour. 

No. §. A lift of the plates, with obfervations ; in which Fig. 1. 
Plate 12. is called a Knight Templar ; but on what grounds, it is 
not apparent. We cannot fay much in the praife of feveral of the 

lates, particularly thofe reprefenting the human figure. The 
Frontifpiece, the Broche, and the plate of weapons, are the beft. 

On the whole, Mr. Walker has drawn together many curious 
particulars, which were fcattered through a number of different 
authors; and hes given us defigns of divers ancient weapons and 
other remains of antiquity, locked up in the cabinets of the vir- 
tuof. His work, therefore, we conceive, will give information 
to many of his readers, and pleafure to all. Crro—e . 
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Art. V. Aa Attempt to tranflate and explain the dificult Paffages 
in the Song of Deborah, with the Affiftance of Kennicott’s Colla- 
tions, Roili’s Verfions, and critical Conjecture. By the Rev. 
Stephen Welton, B.D. Reftor of Mamhead, &c. 4to. 2s. 
Payne, &c. 1788. 


F the poetical beauties of the Song of Deborah are the object 


of general admiration, the obfcurity which envelopes many 
parts of it {till remains to be deplored by the critic and the 
Chriftian. 





 _— ~~ fe ow. = hm hUlC hCG !CUe, 


—" aa - a _ —. - 


—— as 








Welton’s Tranflation of the Song of Deborah. 228 


Chriftian. Some light has, indeed, been thrown on it by 
fcholars of diftinguifhed reputation, and particularly by Pro~ 
fefor Schnurrer, in a Differtation, marked by found learning 
and critical fagacity. Yet much, very much, ftill remains to be 
done, nor fhould he who endeavours to perform it be charged 
with arrogance or vanity. The merit of good intention, at 
leaft, cannot be denied to Mr. Wefton; and if he hath failed 
jn an attempt which always feemed difficult, and which the 
failure of fo many refpectable writers has now rendered almoft 
hopelefs, his character as a critic can receive no injury. We 
confefs he has not often convinced us that his obfervations 
are juft, and we have fometimes feen, or thought we faw, 
reafons for pronouncing them erroneous. His intemperate ufe 
of conjecture muft be condemned, unrefervedly, fince whoever, 
on-fuch a fubje&t, appeals to no authority but his own guefles, 
incurs a perilous rifk of being wrong, without the poffibility of 
eftablifhing what may happen to be right. The praife, however, 
of learning and ingenuity we wifh not to with-hold from Mr. W. 
That he is entitled to it, will indeed appear in fome meafure, 
even from thofe paffages of his work in which we fhall cenfure 
him without apology, and diffent from him without referve. 
After enumerating fome of the moft remarkable tranflations 
which have been given of verfe 2. and rejecting each in its turn, 
the author proceeds to propofe and eftablifh his own. Inftead 
of PAVID he reads M545 onthe authority of the Vatican copy 
of the LXX. and tranflates the words 9X5\Y' MOND VID 
‘For the taking away the veil that was in Ifrael.’? .He 
thinks that this reading agrees, admirably, with the exigencies 
of the paflage, and may be defended from [faiah, xxv. 7. where 
the deftru&tion of the veil fpread over all nations is the deftruc- 
tion of the enemy and the oppreflor. The veil on Ifrael, he 
fays, means the terror of Sifera and Jabin. We cannot affene 
implicitly to this emendation, and we muft remark that the word 
FD 5 is very different from that which is ufed by Ifaiah. It 
fignifies properly velum difterminans, and is, we believe, in every 
paflage of Scripture where it occurs, exclufively applied to the 
veil of the Tabernacle, or the Temple, which feparated the Holy 
of Holies from the Sanctuary. But M3DD Ifaiah, xxv. 7. is 
velum fuperne tegens, tegumentum, tegmen. ‘The word PIP ND is 
found but twice in the whole Bible, Judges, v. 2. and Deut. 
xxxli. 42. In order, therefore, ‘ to rid us’ entirely * of a word of 
uncertain import and no fmall difficulty,’ Mr. W. after having 
expelled it from the former paflage, very kindly fteps out of his 
way to fubftiture FMNH for it in the latter, on the authority of 
one Samaritan MS. He is of opinion that the verfion of Aqui- 
la, aro MEQaANS aTOMeTATUEVOV, IS grounded on this reading: and 
he renders the phrafeé MMID WNW @ wspite pubefcentium, aut 


expanforum. 
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expanforum. Inftead, however, of adopting Mr. W.’s conjec- 
tures, we are difpofed to acquiefce in the fenfe which Schnurrer, 
and after him Kennicott, has affixedto My 5. The Arabic 


4a7é 


root * fignifies in fummo fuit, fummum cepit, vel tenuit, 


Hence, probably, the name of the Pharaohs, the Kings of Egypt, 
and hence the Arabs call the head or chief of a family or tribe 


4° ’¢ 


c 73 - We think that two diftin® clafles of men are clearly 


pointed out, the common people and their leaders. In Judges, 
the people are marked by the ufual term E>y, in Deuteronomy 
by &5r and ry3w, and in both paflages we would tranflate 
MVD Leaders. 

Verfe 8. for wp OMoN AMA’ Mr. W. reads SM) 
co’ wp pam gen Ly ns ‘The Lord chofe Kedefh of the Weft,’ 
Becaufe, fays he, we learn from the laft chapter that Barak was 
called out of Kedefh, and Kedefh of the Weft wants no expla- 
nation. We cannot admit the charge of corruption againft this 
paflage, notwithftanding the confidence with which it is alleged 
by our critic : and his emendation appears to us not only unne- 
ceffary, but far-fetched and unnatural, 

Verfe 10. Mr. W. reads ‘3% for 1!) 5 and tranflates 
372) Sy 9349, not very elegantly we think, or even intelligibly, 
© Ye who fit ftill on a fufficiency.’ 

Verfe 11. Mr. Wefton juftly remarks that the interpretations 
of this verfe are more obfcure than the verfe itfelf. We agree 
with him that E]YVny o1pD are to be connected with fy” 
in the preceding verfe; and we think that he has properly tran{- 
lated S1pD ‘ above the voice.” In the latter part of the verfe, 
he fays that APY means courage, military prowefs. Schul- 
tens and Schnurrer had made the fame remark before, though 
he has not thought proper to fhelter himfelf under their autho- 
rity. ‘ Going down to the gates,’ fays our author, fhews the 
fecurity of victory, in contradiftinétion to the affertion in the 
eighth verfe, When the battle was over, and the enemy put to 
flight, the troops returned, each to its own gates, in fafety, and 
without annoyance. ‘** Dum latrociniis Chananzorum obnoxit 
erant Ifraelite,” fays Schulzius in his Scholia on this chapter, 
** multas urbes non fatis munitas deferuerant, aut in rupes etiam in- 
vias confugerant: at nunc, iis vidlis, oppida fua repetituri erant, 
villafque vicinas iterum habitaturi.” 

Verfe 13. is thus rendered by Mr. W. © Then when the re- 
mainder defcended after their chiefs, the people of Jehovah de- 
fcended with me againft the mighty.” Funkius confiders 3° 
as the imperative, and renders the paflage thus ; 
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Fam defcende, fuperfies, ad beroas ! 
Gens Dei deftende inier fortes ! 

Verfe 20. Mr. Wefton underftands the expreffion * the ftars 
in their courfes fought againft Sifera’ to mean, that the ftars did 
not appear for him, that he was routed and driven into the 
brook Kifhon in the dark. ‘This interpretation appears to us 
ill fuited to the grandeur of the expreffion, or to the fublimity 
of the firft part of the verfe onda Dew 11D ‘from heaven 
they fought,’ de calo pugnatum eft. Pofibly there is fome allufion 
to the popular opinion refpecting the influence of the heavenly 
bodies over human affairs. Or more probably, by that kind of 
parallelifm which is fo frequent in Hebrew poetry, the fenfe of 
both hemiftichs ts the fame: and the whole, perhaps, refers to 
the violent. ftorm which Jofephus fays beat in the faces of the 
Canaanites, and deprived them of the ufe of their moft for- 
midable weapons. Hence too, perhaps, fome light may be 
thrown on the next verfe, * The river Kifhon fwept them away.’ 
According to Shaw, the river Kifhon is not large enough to pro- 
duce the effe€is which are here afcribed to it, unlefs we fuppofe 
it, like other torrents which defcend from the mountains, to 
have. been fuddenly fwollen by fome fuch ftorms as Jofephus 


defcribes. 
Verfe 21. In the fecond claufe, Mr. W. omits the firft word 


Snj—for NTP reads [>I I—and tranflates, ¢ The river 
Kithon cut them off ;’ or literally, ‘ as their cutting off was the 
river Kifhon.? This emendation appears to us inadmifible. 
We think 1p is the true reading; and we would tranf- 


late DTP 4r3, on the authority of Simonis, torrens vigio« 
riarum. 


Vere 25. AXON MA pA Ov Sap is rendered by 
Mr. W. ‘In a lordly difh, fhe brought him cream.’ Our 


readers will, perhaps, thank us for tranfcribing the judicious and 
fatisfatory note of Schnurrer, with which we fhall clofe this 
article.——** Mirum videri poffit, homint laffo et fitibundo, qui ad 
calerem refrigerandum, fitimque reftinguendam aque hauflum petit, 
butyrum una cum laéte offerri. Verum INIT non, ut vulgo credi- 
tur, illud fignificat quod nobis butyrum eff, fed laétis potius quandam 
|peciem, coagulatum nempe feu oxygalam Atque fic Jofepho etiam 
jJua conflat fides atque autoritas narranti (Archzgl. lib. v. cap. 6.). 
Propofitum fuiffe Siferae yara dsepSopos ndn, lac corruptum, i.e. aci- 
dum fatium, quod jufto copiofius haufium mox ebrietatem cum aréiore 
Jomno illi induxerit. Nimirum commode obfervat ill. Michailis in 
Not. ad Jud. iv. 19. camelini laétis, cum acidum fattum fit, eam 
éffe naturam, ut vino etiam citius ebrietatem arceffat bibentibus, nec 
dubium videri poffe quin Heberus Kenita, ex Arabica gente oriundus, 


éamelos aluerit, Arabibus omnium maxire: adamatos.  Sufpicatur 
itaque 
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itaque Jatlem, cum lac daret, animum habuiffe inebriandi Sifera : 
nec aliter concipi poffe, qui faftum fit ut imperator prelio vidtus, 
atque in fugam precipitem conjecius, mox tam profundo fomno fopiri 
potuerit. Que viri celeb. fententia uti nobis vehementer placet, ita 
gaudemus etiam novum nos ili robur conctare nunc poffe auctoritate 
Lanchumi, Fudai Hierofolymitani,” &c. 

The opinion of thefe able critics will, perhaps, receive addi- 
tional fupport from acuftom which ftill prevails among the Tar- 
tars. They prepare from the milk of their mares a fort of wine 
which they cal] Koumifs, and which, we are told, deferves to be 
celebrated for its healing as well as its intoxicating qualities, 


See M. Rev. July 1788, p. 35- Par sooghe 


Art. VI. Sermons preached in the Britifo Amoaffader’s Chapel, at 
Paris, in the Years 1774, 1775, 1776. By the late Rev. Paul 
Henry Maty, M.A. F.R.S. Under Librarian at the Britifh Mu- 
feum, and fome time Secretary to the Royal Society. 8vo. 
10s. 6d. Boards. Cadell, &c. 1788. 


HE author of thefe Sermons was well known in the literary 
world. His talents and character procured him the office 
of Chaplain to the Britifh Ambaffador at Paris. His extenfive 
acquaintance with men of fcience and learning, and his perfonal 
attainments, rendered him well qualified for the pofts which he 
occupied after he became refident in England. In the capacity 
of aclergyman he appeared with credit and diftin@ion, and 
might eafily have arrived at preferment, had he not found it ne- 
ceflary, from confcientious motives, to feparate from the church 
of England. In the year 1777, he publifhed his reafons for this 
meafure ; on which he declared, that he left the Eftablifhment, 
not becaufe he difapproved of fubfcriptions in general (for they 
feemed to him both lawful and expedient), but becaufe he was 
diffatisfied with the Jthanafian doctrine concerning the Trinity, and 
with the doctrines of the Church concerning original fin, predefli- 
nation, &c. and becaufe he thought that fome of thefe doctrines 
tirike at the root of all religion. 

After this unequivocal proof of his integrity, Mr. Maty was 
in a fituation which rendered the conftant exertion of his talents 
neceflary to his comfortable fubfiftence. Among other ufeful 
jabours, he undertook, and for fome years fupported *, with con- 





— 





* As his father, Dr. Maty, had done before him, near 40 years 
ago. ‘The Doétor’s work was written in French, and entitled Jour- 
nal Britannique. We forget whether it came eut monthly or quar- 
terly. It was carried on for fome years, with general approbation : 
yet _ was at lait difcont#.ued for want of encouragement from the 
public. 
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fiderable reputation, though fmall profit, and almoft without 
affiftance, a Literary ‘fournal, The public will eafily believe 
that, thus circumftanced, he would have little opportunity of 
making provifion for his family ; and they will not wonder that 
it has been thought expedient to print a volume of Sermons 
for their benefit. The work is publifhed under the refpectable 
names of ** Zhe Bi/hop of St. David's, Charles Peter Layard, and 
Richard Southz ate.” 

A volume of Sermons, introduced to the world under thefe 
circumftances, has, independently of its intrinfic merit, a power- 
ful claim on the attention of the public. But the difcourfes 
themfelves are, by no means, unworthy of publication. ‘They 
poffefs much originality *, and are ftrongly marked with the 
peculiar charaéter of the author. The fubje€s are chiefly prac- 
tical ; they are written with animation ; they breathe a liberal fpi- 
rit; and, though drawn up when the author was young, to borrow 
the words of the Editors, they ‘contain much which may edify the 
pious Chriftian.? The following brief extract may ferve to fhew 
the author’s manner. Difcourfing on Luke, ii. 13, 14. he fays : 

‘ Examine the morality of the Gofpel, and you will find, that a 
country, in which it fhould become prevalent, would need no other 
tie to enfure its profperity. It would be a community of brethren 
who would mutually affift, fupport, protect, and confole each other: 
it would bea land in which property would be only afcertained, that it 
might be again more pleafurably communicated: it would be an aflo- 
ciation from the midit of which charity would banihh ftrife, and exclude, 
firft cover, and then exclude for ever a multitude of fins : it would be 
one comprehenfive, one feeling family, in which honour, gratitude, 
friendfhip, filial piety, love; all the focial affections would flourifh 
with the fame ftrength, the fame frefhnefs, the fame purity, the fame 
unalienable conftancy that they had in the infancy of the world: it 
would be the Jerufalem of our God, the Mount Zion where he would 
Jove to dwell; the temple where he would fix his habitation and 
fecurity ; equal fecurity from foreign and domettic foes, would atteit 
that his glory refted round it. 

‘ Who is there, indeed, who is there, independently of the refift- 
ance they would expect from a band of brothers, who is there would 
venture to attack a city conftituted and defended in fuch a manner? 





* A BROTHER JouRNALIST having declared the 14th, 15th, and 
16th Difcourfes to have been copied from Archbifhop Secker, we 
have, on this occafion, turned to the Archbifhop’s works, and in his 
zd and 3d volumes we found the three Scrmons, which had been 
tranfcribed, with fcarcely the variation of a fingle word.—Had this 
circumitance been known to the Right Rev. and Rev. Editors, thofe 
borrowed Sermons, we may be affured, wovld not have been here 
given to the world as the compofitions of Mr. Maty:—who might 
have had reafons for delivering, from the pulpit, fome of Dr. Secker’s 
excellent Difcourfes; but he could never have intended to pudlifh 
them, as his own.—We are forry that he fuffered his tran/criprs to 
jurvive him. G. 


Rev. March, 1789. Q Who 
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Who is there would be interelted in being their enemies, who fhould 
neither infult, defpife, envy, or refute aililiance to any of their fel- 
low creatures? If they had enemies, their itandard would be the ge- 
neral ftandard of the good; and the Lord of hoits would lead their 
armies to the field. 

‘ Wherefore, alas! then, wherefore is there ftill fo little of reality 
in this perfpective ? And was it, indeed, rather a with than a pre. 
diction, which was uttered by the me fenpers of heaven? Did thevin 
truth forefee, that men would make an unworthy ufe of thi is lait pre- 
fent, as they had done of all others? Did they anticipate ages {till 
more dark than any which had preceded them, and difcover tyranny 
and fuperitition erecting their joint Gominion upon the ruins of free- 
dom, literature, and good-manners ? Aad were there no other pro- 
{pects unfolded but the melancholy ones of a religion eitablifhed by 
maiffacres ; ; and the fymbols of a God of iove, changed into the fig- 
nals of havock and defolation ? 

Far be it from us to fuppofe it. Thank Heaven thofe days of 
blood are only to be found in the impartial chronicles, which hold 
vp the crimes of anceftors for the initruction of their defcendants: 
and thank Heaven ftill more, there is not a defcendant but what 
bluthes at the recollection of parental itains, and deteits the unchari- 
table principles which occafioned them. ‘'I‘his we owe to the pro- 
grefs of human reafon, and more particularly to the efiects of that 
improvement apparent in the reformation. What was done then, 
what, though imperceptibly almoit, has been done fince, even the 
works which our adverfaries have ra: fed to the honour of the living 
God; the feeds of tolerance, compailion, and general benevolence 
which they have {fcattered amidit the tares, contribute to perfuade us, 
that the re-eftablifhment of all things will approach in God’s due 
time; and that our happier defcendants, at lealt, will fee the fortu- 
nate wzra we have been endeavouring to defcribe. Parents of this 
flattering hope ; inhabitants of this favoured ile; ; you, whote fathers 
took fo a€live, So iennmeuble s part in the great oad. we perfuade 
ourfelves that you will prove faithful to the blood from whence you 
iprung; that you will be the foremoit to lay afide prejudices which 
till difgrace Chriftianity ; to give ex: imples of forgivenets to brethren 
who differ from you; to pity, cherifh, confole, and enlighten aaver- 
faries who have not had the fame advantages of a relig'ous education 
as yourfelves. So fhal! the common Mailer be exalied as he defires ; 
fo thall ** Glory be to God ia the highett.” 

Afierthe account which we have given of this publication, and 
its object, the generous Public wil! nec be difpleafed at the unufual 
price of the volume, but will be happy in an opportunity of 
affifting the widow and children of a worthy man, FE. 
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Arr. VII. Yavelve Di/cour/es, delivered chiefly at the Meeting- 
houle of the People called Quakers, in the Park, Southwark. By 
the late Thomas Letchworth. ovo. 4s. boards. Richardfon. 
17387. 

WNHE do@rine of univerfal crace, of which a portion is 
B given toevery man, and by obedience to which he is en- 
abled 
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abled to fulfil his duty, is the leading principle of the Quakers : 
the difcourfes before us chiefly inculcate this doétrine, and at 
the fame time fhew, that every moral action is wholly dependant 
on the Spirit which is fole dire€tor to every good work. Keeping 
this tingle point always in view, the preacher is every where 
confiftent with himfelf, and fometimes fo to fuch a degree, that 
he repeats the fame things, in different difcourfes, nearly in the 
fame words: for this however the editor makes an apology, in 
the Preface. 

The Difcourfes were taken in fhort hand by a perfon not of 
the fame religious opinions with the preacher; and when we 
confider that the Quakers difclaim all previous ftudy in com- 
pofing their fermons, we mutt admire the energy of the language, 
although we cannot always affent to the doétrines inculcated. 

Thomas Letchworth began bis minifterial labours at an early 
period of life: a confumptive habit and an imperfeét ftate of 
health in his youth, probably confpired with a difpofition natu- 
rally reflective and ferious, to raife in his mind a ftrong fenfe of 
the vanity of human defires, and the great importance of a ree 
ligious life. The qualifications for the miniftry not being, ac- 
cording to the tenets of the Quakers, attainable any other way 
than by regeneration , which is the work of God,—Mr. Letch- 
worth, by ferious meditation, and continual waiting for:the Spi- 
rit, became, at 20 years of age, an admired and ufeful preacher. 

The text to the firft Sermon is, Men and brethren, what jhall 
we do to be faved? It is a good compofition, and had been 
printed before, in Ireland, where it was attributed to another 
preacher. We-call it a compofition, becaufe it appears to be 
the production of much ftudy, and not the extemporaneous effu- 
fion of extravagant enthufiafm. The following fpecimen wiil 
fupport our opinion: 

< No perfon, who fincerely believes in the exiftence of a God, in 
a future ftate, and in the awful doctrine of rewards and punithments, 
can be indifferent refpecting what may be his lot, when he fhall be 
difpoffefled of this frail tabernacle of clay which he now inhabits, 
and which is approaching to the period of its diffolution. It cannot 
be a matter of indifference to him, whether he fhall finally receive 
the irrevocable fentence of, Go, ye curfed, into regions of unf{peakable 
mifery ; or, Come ye blefed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for the righteous ;—enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, and 
into thy Mafter’s reit. 

‘ This concern has prompted many to enquire what is effentially 
neceffary for them to believe and practile, in order to render them- 
felves proper objeéis of divine complacence, and furnifh them with a 
well-grounded hope of a happy and glorious immortality. 

‘ The honeft and fincere in every nation under heaven, have 
formed different ideas of the requifites of falvation; and they have, 
of courfe, purfued as different meafures to accomplifh that defirable 
and blefled end, 
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¢ It dogs not appear to be my prefent bufinefs to particularize any 
of the various fy tems of faith which are adopted by any party among 
mankind. It is not to controvert matters, in which fincere men of — 
various denominations mott furely believe, but rather to recommend 
them to ftand open always to convidtion, and toa ftriét attention to 
thofe rules of conduct, which, on an impartial examination, appear 
to them the mott agreeable to the will of Heaven. I fhall therefore 
addrefs myfelf to thofe, in whatever religious fociety they are found, 
whofe honeft inquiries have not yet been attended with fufficient coa- 
viction,—have not yet led them ‘cle arly to perceive what the terms are 
an which their future happinefs depends, and are, therefore, lookin 
one upon another, whillt this important queftion 1s found at leaftin 
their Aearts, if not in their mouths, Men and brethren what fhall we 
do to be faved ” 

What we have here tranfcribed is the introduction to the firft 
difcourfe, the whole of which is in the fame ftyle. ‘The other 
difcourfes are fimilar to this in language, and they all proceed on 
the fame principle. 

The prefent performance will, doubtlefs, be acceptable to all 
perfons whofe religious fentiments coincide with thofe of the 
author; and every conf{cientious Chriftian will receive inflruction 
from the perufal of it. The neceflary government of the paffions, 
and a firm refiftance of the allurements to vice, are cften enlarged 
on; and proper directions are given for obtaining that holy dif- 
pofition of mind which muft neceflarily be produdtive of good 
works, and influence every moral action. + 
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Art. VIIT. Odvervations on the Difeases of the Army in Jamaica; 
and on the beit Means of preferving the Health of Europeans, in 
that Climate. By John Hunter, M.D. F.R.S. and Phyfician 
tothe Army. S8vo. pp. 328. 5s. Boards. Nicol. 178%. 


R. Hunter, who was fuperintendant of the military hofpitals 
at Jamaica, from the beginning of the year 1731, to May 
1783, has, in the prefent volume, given a minute account of 
the moft prevailing difeafes, which he there had an opportunity 
of obferving 
In the introduétion to his work, he defcribes the ifland of 
Jamaica, particularly the face of the country, the climate, the 
produce, and the ufual ftate of the weather. He next enume- 
rates the difeafes to which Europeans are fubje& on their 
arrival in the ifland ; of thefe, the moft fatal are fevers and fluxes. 
They are indeed concomitants with armies in all parts of the 
world, but in tropical climates they rage with peculiar violence. 
Dr. Hunter thinks they feem to depend on the fame caufe, per- 
haps differently modified. They are, doubtlefs, intimately con- 
nected, for they are frequently combined together, often inter 
change with each other, and it rarely happens ehat one is epi- 
demic 
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demic without the other. Our author fuppofes them both to 

roceed from noxious exhalations from wet, low, and marfhy 
grounds, What are the peculiar properties of thefe exhalations 
is perhaps not yet thoroughly underftood. By experience it is 
found, that fevers and fiuxes are more prevalent in places 
abounding with thefe exhalations, than in thofe fituations 
which are free from them; on which account, the exhalations 
are {aid to be the caufes of the difeafes; and the fact mutt be 
admitted, although we cannot explain it. Befide the.original 
caufe, Dr. Hunter confiders other circumftances which co-ope- 
rate with it either in producing or zggravating the difeafe, fuch 
as an exceffive ufe of rum, fatigue, hard labour, bad or fcanty 
diet, long fafting, diftrefs of mind, and expofure to rain. 

The precautions which afe to be oblerved in fending troops 
to the Weft Indies, and the means of preferving their health in 
that climate, are the next objects of the author’s attention; in 
treating of which he delivers many ufeful directions relative to 
the embarkation of the troops, their management during the 
voyage, their quartering after arrival in the country, their diet 
and exercife. In all thefe particulars, the calls of humanity, the 
intereits of government, and the fafety of our Weft India pof- 
feilions, feem to be very materially concerned. 

In the third chapter, Dr. Hunter defcribes the fevers that pre= 
vail in Jamaica, which he divides into two kinds, viz. Remit- 
tent and Intermittent. The Remittent is the moft frequent and 
the moft fatal. The Doftor gives a long and minute defcrip- 
tion of all its fymptoms, and mentions the feveral variations 
with which it is attended; whence he fhews that feveral writers 
on difeafes of warm climates have multiplied the lift af fevers ; 
thus the yellow fever of the Weft Indies appears to be the 
gemittent fever, accompanied with the peculiar fymptom of a 
ye:lownefs of the eyes and fkin. 

In treating of the cure of the remittent fever, he gives an ac- 
count of the remedies, in the order in which they were admini- 
ftered, when the fever had its moft ufua!l appearance; he after- 
ward enumerates the means that were found moft fuccefsful 
in removing, or palliating, particular fymptoms ; and adds fome 
curfory obiervations on the remedies, that have been either 
ftrongly recommended, or are in general ufe. He carefully 
avoids, in this part of the work, conjectural or fpeculative rea- 
foning on the difeafe, and has confined himfeli to a fimple 
narrative of fymptoms, and of the effects of medicine, col- 
Je€ted from obfervation and experience ; but he afterward exe 
amines the hypothetis of former writers on the fubjeét, and ad- 
vances many probable opinions of hisown. He refutes, with 
ftronz arguments, the opinions that the bile is the caufe of the 
remitteat fever—-that the remittent fever is putrid—that the yel- 
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low fever is putrid and infectious, with fome others; and, ac- 
knowleging the great difficulty of explaining the phenomena, 
he ftates fuch methods as he thinks moft likely to produce a 
rational inveftization of the nature and caufe of remittent fe- 
vers. 

The intermittents of Jamaica are quotidians, tertians, and 
quartans, with all the varieties ufually attending them in Eu- 
rope: their cure is alfo the fame. 

The fourth chapter relates to the Dyfentery, where the au- 
thor confines himfelf to fuch obfervations as more particularly 
apply to the climate, not thinking it neceflary to enter minutely 
either into the hiftory of the dileafe or the general method of 
cure, which have been amply difcufled by many able hands. 

The dry belly-ach of the Weft Indies, as here defcribed by 
Dr. Hunter, is the colica pictonum of ely and the method 
of cure differs not from that in common ufe with us; confifiing 
chiefly in procuring a free paflage. ‘It is not probably of much 
confequence,’ fays our author, * what purgative is given, pro- 
vided it operate effectually. In this country [Englanc] the 
Extra&tum catharticum with Mercurius dulcis, and, if neceMary, a 
{mall quantity of opium, are very effectual, Many experienced 
phylicians have neverthelefs preferred the gentle laxatives, fuc ‘ 
as manna, ol. Ricini, &c.” In Jamaica, however, he has foun 
bad effets from the Cal omel, five grains of it producing a 
inconvenience, by exciting falivation. This faQ@, known by 
experience, militates againit the generally, and perhaps fallely, 
received opinion, that a determination of the humours to the 
fkin prevents mercury from affecting the mouth; for in Jamaica 
the perfpiration is at all times profule. 

The remaining difeafes of the foldiers defcribed by Dr. Hun- 
ter, are, fores, ulcers, the venereal difeafe, complaints from in- 
fe&ts, inflammatory diforders, confumptions, mania, and the 
prickly heat. Thefe fometimes occur in Jamaica, but, except 
the fores, they are not attended with much danger, and are 
therefore lightly treated by the author, 

Some remarks are added on the difeafes to which the negroes 
are fubje&t; and the work concludes with general direions for 
taking care of fick troops in Jamaica, and our other Welt India 
iflands. 

Such are the contents of the volume before us; which is 
replete with knowlege, and practical direétiens, grounded on 
experience and obfervation; and which will, confequently, be 
found not only ufeful, but even neceflary to (uch medical geptle- 
men as are appointed to attend on our ioldiers or failors, in the 
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Art. 1X. Experiments and Olfervations, to invefticate by che. 
mical Analyfis the medicinal Properties of the Mineral Waters of 
Spa and Aix-la-Chapelle in Germany, and of the Waters and 
Boue near St. Amand, in French Flanders. By Joho Ath, M.D. 
Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians, of the Royal Society, 
and the Society of Antiquaries. pp.400. 1I2mo. 5s. Boards. 
Robfon. 1783. 


W i: HEN it is confidered that the chief folvent of mineral 
fu 


bitances with which medicated waters are imp. egnated,| Is 
the aerial acid; and that the properties of this acid were only lately 
difcovered, and perhaps ali of them not yet fufficiently known ; 
there can be little recom to apologiz:, as Dr, Ath docs, tor ob- 
truding on the Public a treatife on the method of afcertaining 
their component parts. 

In the introdudtion to this volume, Dr. Ath gives a brief hif- 
tory of the difcovery of the permanent claftic fluids, and a con- 
cife account of the Phlogiftic doctrine, as well as of the aerial! 
philofophy of chemitry, adopted by our neighbours, the French, 
He enumerates alfo the opinions that have been held re(pectingr 
the caufe of the heat in feveral fprings, and points out the diffi- 
culties with which each hypothelis appears to be attended. He 
fhews the errors that prevailed on doto fices of the queftion 
which, for many years, was debated, with much warmth, at 
Bath,—* Whether fulphur was foluble in water, withour tne aid 
of an intermediate fubttance ;” and he gives a fummary detail of 
the labours of Bergman and Kirwan in afcertaining the proper 
ties of the hepatic gas: together with the opinions of the Bifhop 
of Landeff, and of “Monnet, on the fubject. 

The remainder of the long introduction is employed in de- 
feribing the method which the author purfues in his analylis. 
The tetts commonly ufed are here enuserated, together with 
the appearances which they produce on being added to differently 
impregnated waters. ‘Tnefe re-agents, however, are not to be 
depended on for afcertaining all the cunftituent parts of mineral 
waters, and much lefs for determining the proportions of the 
feveral ingredients. It becomes, theretore, neceflary to analyze 
minerel waters, and feparate the different fubftances which they 
hoid io folution. The conduct of this procets, which muft be 
varied according to circumftances, in a proper manner, is of 
great importance in the difcovery of their real contents: Dr. 
Ath, therefore, defcribes thefe feveral methods, with great pie- 
Cifion, 

The Spa waters are the firft which Dr. Afh examines; the 
refult of his analyfes, the particulars of each of which we {hall 


pmit, will eppear trom the tollowing comparative table: 
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Of the hot fulphurated waters of Aix-la-Chapelle 70.5 cubic 
inches contain 20 ounce meafures of gas*, 14.5 grains of 
acrated lime, 30.75 of aerated mineral ‘alkali, and 13.25 of 
falited mineral alkali. The temperature of thefe waters varies 
from 136 to 112 of Fahrenheit’s fcale. 

The waters of Bordfcheit, or Borfet, are not analyzed; their 
contents being only guefled at from the fimilarity which they 
bear to the Caroline waters. 

The waters and boue [i.e. mud] baths of St. Amand, are 
defcribed as to their appearances with feveral re-agents, the au- 
thor acknowleging his analyfis of them to be imperfect. 

The medical reflexions which clofe the volume, as well as 
thofe that are interfperfed through various parts of the work, 
contain many ufeful remarks, ana a brief hiftory of the medi- 
cal fyftems of feveral authors, particularly thofe of Stab), Hoff- 
man, and Boerhaave. 

Pra€tical direQions, both general and fpecial, are much 
wanted ; and had Dr. Afh, who appears, from feveral paflages 
in his book, to be ati experienced phyfician, increafed or en- 
Jarged the directions, which he hath given, he would certainly 
have rendered his labours more generally ufeful; the volume 
before us, however, will, no doubt, be gratefully received by 
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Art. X. An Account of the Life, Writings, and Inventions of JouN 
Napier, of Merchijion. By David Stewart, Earl of Buchan, 
and Walter Minto, LL.D. 4to. pp. 136. 7s. 6d.~ Boards. 
Murray, London; Creech, Edinburgh. 1788. 


HE life of a learned and fcientific man is generally com- 
T prifed in the hiftory of his difcoveries and writings; and 
in proportion to the utility and extenfivenefs of his labours, the 
account of his Biography will afford ufeful or curious informa- 
tion; and will, confequently, fo far engage and intereft the at- 
tention of the world. 

If the epithet of Famous is to be beftowed on a man, who, by 
a fingle invention, has fo fimplified the intricate and tedious 
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calculations neceflary in aftronomy, trigonometry, and various 
parts of natural philofophy, that the work of a few minutes fuf- 
fices, and is fubfticuted for the labour of as many hours, few n--n 
have a better title to that epithet than the perfon whoie life the 
Earl of Buchan has now laid before the Public. 

Jobn Napier was born at Merchifton, in the neighbourhood 
of Edinburgh, in the year 1550, of a family who had, for twelve 
gencrations, been of confiderable confequence in that part of the 
country. From St, Andrews, where he was educated, his bio- 
grapher has not been able to trace him till the publication of his 
Plain Difcovery *” at Edinburgh in 1593; though Mac- 
kenzie, in his Lives of eminent Writers of the Scotch Nation, 
fays, that Napier paffed fome years abroad in the Low Countries, 
France and Italy, and that he applied himfelf there to the fludy 
of mathematics. 

Lord Buchan has enquired, but without fuccefs, among the 
defcendants of Napier, for fuch papers or letters as might eluci- 
date the hiftory of his life. When ic is confidered that Napier 
was a reclufe mathematician, living in a country, almoft, at that 
time, inacceflible to literary correfpondence, it can fcarcely be 
expected that the moft diligent enquiry could be able to afford 
much information. His own writings, or thole of his contea- 
poraries, are the only refources from which his biographer can 
hope to derive any bencat. 

About the year 1593 Napier entered on that courfe of er- 
guiry which led him to his great atchievement in arithme:: 
This appears in a letter from Kepler to Crugerus, where th. 
aftronomer fays, °* Nihil autem fupra Neperianam rationem efje 
puto; etfi Scotus quidam, literis ad Tychonem, anno 1594 feript:s, 
jam jpem fecit canonts illus mirifict.” 

Napier’s ** Canon Mirificus,” the firft publication on loga- 
rithms, appeared in 1614, fo that upward of twenty years were 
confumed in preparing that wonderful book, which proved its 
author to be, as Kepler faysin his letters, ‘* the greateft man of 
his age in the particular department to which he applied his 
abilicies.”” 

Napier’s Jaft literary exertion was the publication of his Rhab- 
ology and Promptuary in 16175 in which year, on April the 
3d, O. S. he died at the age of 67. He was interred in the 
cathedral church at Edinburgh: but no monument has been 
erected to his memory, nor is any other neceflary than that 
which every aftronomer, geographer, navigator, and political 
arithmetician daily erects, in availing himfelt of Napier’s invene 
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* This publication was on the Revelations of St. John. One 
great mathematician ended, but Napier began, his career with that 
myllerious book. 
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tion ;—a monument truly ere perennius, and only to be oblite- 
rated by the fuperior ingenuity of others, in the fame walk of 
{cience. 

The more fully to evince the merit of this extraordinary ge- 
nius, Lord Buchan proceeds to give an account of the ftate in 
which Napier found arithmetic, and of the benefits which the 
art received by his difcoveries. 

he firft of his mechanical devices was the Rhabdologia, or 
the art of computing by figured rods. Thefe are to well known 
by the name of Napier’s bones (being probably originally made 
of ivory or bone), as not to require the particular defcription 
which Lord Buchan gives of them; though, perhaps, a full ac- 
count of them was neceflary, in a work profeff: ‘dly containing 
the hiftory of Napier’s inveny ins 

The multiplicationts prow*tuarium is another of Napier’s mee 
chanical contrivances ‘for ieflening the operations of arithmetic, 
Any deicription of this machine, without the delineations, would 
be unintelligible, as wou!! alio the method which Napier prac- 
tiled, and called arithmetica localis, of calculating by counters 
peculiarly placed on the tquares of a cheis board, or finnlar 
table. 

Lord Buchan gives a clear idea of the form and ufe of thee 
arithmetical machines, and the reafons on which the different 
operations on them are founded. Tne hint of the Rods, and of 
the Promptuary, which 1s only an improvement ot the Rods, 
feems to have been taken from the Abhacus l’ythags sricus; and 
Napier’s acquaintance with chefs, probably gave riie to his 
Arithmetica laalis. “Che Promptuary, at leatt for multiplication, 
is greatly fuperior to the other two; for partial produdts of two 
numbers, each confifting of ten places of figures, may, by a little 
practice, be exhibited on that machine in the {pace of one mi- 
nute, and no numbers are required to be written out, except the 
total produét. Had logaritnms remained undifcovered, thefe 
machines would, io all probability, have been in common ufe 
among Calculators: at prefent tney are only regarded as mathe- 
matical curiofities. 

In the next fection, the author gives Napier’s Theory of the 
Logarithms, which conceives them to be generated by the mo- 
tion of a point having an accelerat:d or retarded velocity. After 
amply explaining this theory, Lord Buchan fhews its refem- 
blance to, or rather identity with the dodétrine of fluxions, as de- 
livered by Newton. He fays, ‘under the article Habitudines 
Logarithmorum, Napier thus exprefies the relation between two 
natural numbers and the velocities of the increments or decre- 
ments of their logarithms, ‘** Ut /inus major ad minorem ita velo- 


citas Incrementi aut Decrementi apud majorem.” What differs 
ence is there between this language and that of the great New- 
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ton now in ufe,x:y:: Log. x‘ Log.y.?’ We have tranf- 
cribed this paflaze becaufe we think the quotation from the 
Cunon mirificus is erroneous: not having that work at hand, we 
correct the paflage thus from memory; ut finus major ad mino~ 
rem; ita velocitas Incrementi aut Decrement apud minorem, ad 
celocitatem increment aut decrementi epud majorem. 

The remainder of the fe&tion is employed in fhewing that 
Napier was the inventor of logarithms, and in refuting the opi- 
nions of thofe who attribute tneir invention to earlier mathema- 
ticians. 

Lord Buchan proceeds to give Napier’s method of conftruct- 
ing his logarithmetical tables, and then fhews that the common 
logarithms were firft devifed by Napier, and prepared for publi- 
cation by Briggs. The difadvantages of Napier’s firft Joga- 
rithms were fufficientiy apparent, but whether Napier or Briges 
firft fuggefted the new fpecies of logarithms, is a queftion which 
the learned have not perfcétly decided. By extraéts from feveral 
books, it appears that the common logarithms occurred to Napier 
before they occurred to Briggs. Lord Bachan difmifies the en- 
quiry with obferving that * Napier and Briggs had a reciprocal 
efteem for each other, and there is not the tmal!ett evidence of 
there having exifted in the breaft of either, the Jeaft particle of 
jealoufy ;—— nat after the invention of lozarithms, the difcovery 
of the bett ipecies of them was no difficult affair ;—and that the 
invention of the new fpecies of logarithms is tar from being equal 
to fome other of Briggs’ invention.’ 

The next fection treats of the improvements that have been 
made on logarithms after the death of their inventor, Next 
after Napier and Briggs, Gunter has the beft claim to the grae 
titude of the Public. He tirft applied the logarithms to {caies, 
which are to this day in common ufe in the Navy, and in the 
kxcife. Mercator, more than 50 years after Napier’s death, 
invented an infinite feries expreffive ot Napier’s logarithms, but 
Gregory of St. Vincents had, 20 years before this pericd, fhewn 
that the aflymptotic areas of the hyperbola were logarithms. It 
is fomewhat aftonifhing that this identity between the hyperbolic 
areas and logarithms was not fooner obferved ; far had Napier 
piaced his two lines (one of which generated numbers by the 
equable motion of 2 point, and the other logarithms by an acce- 
Icrated motion) at right angles to each other, he mutt have found 
that the curve of the hyperbola would have been defcribed, 
This circumftance occalioned the denomination of hyperbolic, 
which was given to Napier’s logarithms, and which has been, 
and now is, ufually adopted by moft mathematical writers. 
The abfurdity, for we cannot give it a better term, of calling 
Napier’s logarithms hyperbolical muft be apparent, when it is 
confidered that a// logarithms are byperbolical; the only differ. 
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ence between different fpecies of logarithms being the inclination 
of the aflymptots of the hyperbola toeach other. Thus Napier’s 
Jogarithms correfpond with an hyperbola whole affymptots are at 
right angles, when the fine of the angle is unity, which is the 
modulus of that fyftem of logarithms. Briggs’s, or the common 
logarithms, correfpond with an hyperbola whofe aflymptots are 
inclined at an angle of 25° 44°+. whofe fine is 14.3429, &e, 
which is the modulus cf Silos! s logarithms. All logarithms 
are therefore hyperbolical ; and it feems that the epithet byper- 
bolical was given to Napier’ s unjuftly, and probably with a view 
to fupprefs the inventor’s name. We muit obferve by the way, 
that all through this publication, the words area and areas are 
mifprinted arca and arcas. 

The remaining part of this fection defcribes the different tables 
that have been publifhed, and the preference ‘s ziven to the tables 
portatives of Monf, Jombert, publifhed at Paris in 17 783. Why 
Lord Buchan prefers Jombert’s tables, printed in France, to 
Hutton’s, printed in England in 1785, is fomewhat  extraordi- 
nary, when his Lordfhip points out an error in the French edi 
tion, but none in the Englifh. It muft, however, be ackaow- 
Jeged that the French tables are much more diftin&tly aud ele- 
emule printed than the Englifh. ‘This we fay from having feen 
both ‘books, and not from the foecimen which Lord Buchan’s 
printer has given of Jombert’s tables, where there is an error 
by placing golg in a wrong line. 

The 7th fection defcribes the ufe of logarithms; and the 8th, 
which clofes the work, enumerates the important improvements 
which Napier made in trigonometry. 

An appendix is given, containing, 1ft, the analytical theory 
of logarithms; 2d, A table of Napier’s logarith: ms of all natu- 
ral numbers from 1 to 101, to 27 places “of figures; we can 
pronounce this table correct from having examined many of the 
logarithms. 3d, Acollection of trigonometrical theorems. 4th, 
A defcription of the hyperbolic curve as connected with loga- 
rithms; and, 5th, The principal properties of the logarithmic 
curve, 

From the recital of the contents of this performance, it ap- 
pears to have been a work of no {mall labour on the part of 
Lord Buchan as well as of his aflociate, Dr. Minto; to whom 
his Lordfhip acknowleges himfelf indebted, efsecia! ly in the 
mathematical department. 

Napier’s life, we are informed, is to be fucceeded by other 
lives, in which Lord Buchan is at prefent engaged, on condi- 
tion that this fpecimen meets with the approbation of the learned 
world. His Lordfhip’s zeal is great, and undoubtedly demands 
the gratitude of the Public. When noblemen not only patro- 


nize “Jiterature, but themfelves take an active part in its cultiva- 
tion, 
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tion, the greateft expectation may be formed that its true interefts 


will be more generally promoted. 
We cannot clofe this article without mentioning a defect 


which Lord Buchan may eafily avoid in his future publications. 
His book is carelefsly printed. ‘Ihe errors, however, are fuch 
as any mathematician may correct, and muft be attributed to 
the inattention of thofe who undertook to conduct the work 


through the prefs. R...-- fm. 

Art. XI. A Poem on the Bill lately pafed for regulating the Slave 
Trade. By Helen Maria Williams. 4to. pp.24. 15s. 6d. fewed. 
Cadell. 1788. 

HE accounts lately given to the Public refpedting the 
Slave Trade, were horrid enough to call into vigorous ex 
ercife the amiable fenfibility of the female breaft, By the ladies, 
this fubje&t has been contemplated through the pure medium of 
virtuous pity, unmixed with thofe political, commercial, and 
felfifh confiderations which operated in ftecling the hearts of 
fome men againft the pleadings of humanity: to find THEM, 
therefore, writing on it, by no means excited wonder. Though 
among the laft, Mifs Williams is nct the leaft deferving of noe 
tice. In eafy, harmonious verfe, fhe pours forth the fentiments 
of an amiable mind; nor do we recollect, among the poems 
whicn have lately attracted our attention, to have perufed*one 
with more pleafure than that which now lies before us. 
She thus addrefles her country, on the fubject of her poem: 
‘ Brairain! the noble, bleft decree 
That fooths defpair, is fram’d by Thee! 
Thy powerful arm has interpos’d, 
And one dire {cene for ever clos’d ; 
its horror fhall no more belong 
To that foul drama, deep with wrong, 
Oh, firft of Europe’s polifh’d lands, 
~ ~ To eale the Captive’s iron bandech.«...-. soon -..age. 
Long as thy glorious annals fhine, — eee 
‘This proud diitinétion fhall be thine: 
Not firft alone when Valour leads, 
To rufh on Danger’s nobleft deeds ; 
When Mercy calls thee to explore 
A gloomy path, untrod before, 
Thy ardent {pirit {prings to heal, 
And, greatly gen’rous, dares to feel !=— 
Valour is like the meteor’s light, 
Whofe partial flahh leaves d:eper night ; 
While Mercy, like the lunar ray, 
Gilds the thick Shadg wilt fofter day.’ 





The laft lines of this extract lead us to obferve that our poetefs 
is peculiarly happy in the choice and application of her _/miltes: 


The 
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The traders in flaves are defcribed as beings 


¢ Whofe harden’d fouls no more retain 
Jmpreifions Nature itamp’d in vain; 
All that dittinguihhes their £ind, 
For ever blotted from their mind ; 
As ftreams, that once the land{cape gave 
Reflected on the trenibling wave, 
‘Their fubitance cha6ge, when jock’d in froit, 
And rett, in dead contraétion loit;— 
hh view unmov’d, the look, that tells 

he pang that in the bofom dwells.’ 


The sitions that follows of the wretcned negro juft landed in 
the Weit Indics, and fold, is extremely natural; 
« When borne at wage to Weitern Lands, 
Crain’d on the beach the Captive ttands, 
Vhere Vian, d're merch seiaillias ! is fold, 
And barter’d lite is paid for gold ; 
In mute afiiiction, tee him try 
‘Yo read his new poffeilor’s e aa 
lf one bleit glance of mercy the 
One half-furm’d tear may Pons ‘defpair!*— 
Woisat is faid of Avarice, muit not be here omitted 2 
*« His iway the hardeu’d bofom leads 
"lo Cruelty’s remorfelefs deeds ; 
Like the blue lightuing when ic fprings 
With fury on its livid wings, 
Darts to its goal with baictul force, 
Nor heeds that ruin inarks its courie’”— 


Our approbation of this poem has induced us to allow it 
more room than iuch fmall] publications ufually occupy ; but 
we choofe our poetry as our fruit, by the {pirit and flavour, 
not by the fize. We prefer a peach to a pumpkin. 


ic may not ve thought unfriendly to warn this in genious lady 
a 


low —*: gaintt ' 
Lz. dpceibisini pices: for initance, 


‘ Deform Creation with the gloom 
Of crimes’ 
Again, 
‘ How far the fpirit can endure 
Calamity’ 
Several more inftances of this imperfeCtion might be produced, 
bur the — may fuffice to convey the hint. 
Page 10, |. 147, fhould not the ‘ opening b/o0n of a § ray,’ be 


likewife reconfidered ? 
M oc-y. 
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Ant. XII. Enthufia/m: a Poem. In ‘Two Parts. By Mr. Jerning- 
hame 4to. pp. 36. 2s. Kobfon and Clarke. 1789. 


w YAVING, in the progrefs of our critical labours, received 
4 much amufement from fome of the poetical pieces which 


this ventleman has oceafionally prefented to the Public, we took 
up the porm before us with all thote favourable fentiments that 
{uch a recolieGiion may be fuppofed to excite; but the ftri& 
Jaws of impartiality oblige us to confefs, tnat Mr, Jerningham 
has pot, on this new occafion, ful'y anfwered our expectations. 
Unfortunately, he feems not to have formed in his mind, ade- 
quate conceptions of the grandeur and dionity of his prefent fub- 
ject, asa fubject for verfe. The profe writer may treat of En- 
THUSIASM with all the apathy of a ttoic, and with languor 
creeping through e.ch period; out it is atheme that will be 
expected to animate, to enflame, the poet. It calls for a foul of 
fire ;—for thoughts that breathe, and wards that burn; aad if the 
Mute do-s noc bettow a double portion of ber in{piration, fo as 
to make the bard bim/elf the very theme he draws, the reader will 
juffer Cifappoiatment. 

Sucn was our fituation after perufing this poem. ‘Though it 
contains many poetical lines, we perceive feveral which are profaic; 
and, ingeneral, it wants thattpiri and energy fo peculiarly required 
by the fubject. The author’s aim is to diiplay the good and bad 
effects of enthufiafm. Tne bad are deferibed in the firft part, — 
tne youd, in the latter. In tne former, Enthufiafm, perfonified, 
and not improperty called the duughier of Energy, is accufed of 
being the ciuie of the ceitructioa of the vieat Alexandrian Li- 
brary, ia the éth ceacury, by OMAR,—of the revocation of the 
Ekuidt of Nantes in the 17:6 (1085),—of occalioning that 
pena: law in France which coohicated the eftates of thofe who 
did nor, at their Geath, renounce the Reformed religion—and of 
exiling James Saurin. = “[befe are the articles of indi@tment pre 
ferred ayvainit her; to overturn which, in the fecond Part, the 
Seraph (for the {cene is laid ** above this vifidle diurnal {phbere’’), 
who takes the part of *th’ Enthufiaitic Maid,’ thinks it fufi- 
cient to enumerate the good cftects of ber influence. To her, 
therefore, is attributed the patriotifm of thofe fix perfons, who 
after the taking of Calais by Edwaid III. prefented themfelves 
before him torcdeem the lives of their fellow- citizens ;—the acqui= 
fition of Britih iteedom on (what Mr, J. calls) § the fain’d ranjom- 
ground * of Runnymede ;’-—the difcovery of America by Coium- 
bus—and the Reformation begun by Luther; in confequence of 
which, reafon again became enthroned, truth fhone forth, and 








Mr. Jerningham difcovers a love for compound epithets ; ia the 
cheice of which he is treguently happy. 
22 liberty 
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Vherty and toleration poner We will not ftay to enquire 

whether all the& inftances ftri@ly and properly belong to the 
{s+je&s but muft exprefs our furprife that the poet fliould have 
omitted the kind influence of Enthufiafm on {cience, polite Jite- 
riture, and the fine arts. 

But though the enumeration has not fat ished ws, it produced 
the intended effets on the heavenly tribunal ree whom the 
caufe was heard: which acquits Enthufiafm of the charge pre- 
ferred againtt her by the acculing angel, and urges her to vindi-« 
cate her injured fame. For this. purpofe, fhe makes the follow. 
ing oration relative to herfelf, Britannia, and America, with 
which the poem concludes : 


«¢ Bold on a tow’ring rock, with foul elate, 
I faw Berrannta fit in regal fate, 
Around the globe fhe threw her vaft furvey, 
And mark’d the realms devoted to her iway : 
Her weftern clime, her oriental reign, 
Her glory’s theatre th’ unbounded main: 
I thus addrefs’d her—‘** Hail, immortal dame, 
Who high-exa]ted crowd’it the feat of fame, 
Sufpend the thoughts of thine imperial flate, 
And liften to th’ event that heaves with fate: — 
A profp’rous mother (fo did Heav’n ordain) 
Blefs’d and ennobled by a numerous train, 
Beheld (a ftranger to affection’s tie) 
Her youngeft born with a difclaiming eye, 
And, breaking loofe from ev’ry moral band, 
Stretch’c o’er th’ innocuous babe an iron hand, 
And hard’ning in her wrath, the helplefs child 
Was from her prefence and her thought exil’d ; 
This little outcaft lately I f — rd, 
As mid the flow’rets of the wild he ‘play’d 
Artlefs and gay, himfelf the wilder flow’r, 
Bare to the with’ring heat and quenching fhow’r. 

‘ Britannia quick retorn’d with loud acclaim, 
«< © piteous infant, O inhuman dame! 
Where, where does fhe abide, that I may dart 
The fhaft of death into her wolfith heart ?” 

‘ ?Twas then I added with indignant air— 
¢¢ Difmifs thy threats, thy warm refentment {pare, 
Or droop thyfelf beneath a flood of thame, 
Thine, thine the child, and thou th’ inhuman dame, 
I faid—and throwing back my flowing vet, 
Difclos’d the infant clinging at my breatt : 
<« Behold,”’ I cried, ‘* this flow’ret of the wild, 
This orphan purfling, this reje€ted child, 
Mark how around his brow of virtue’s mold, 
The figns of greatnefs dare ev’n now unfold ; 
How on the vigorous eye the morning ray 
Preludes the {plendor of meridian day: 

29 Marvellous 
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Marvellous infant, doom’d to ac my plan, 
AMERICANUS, haften into man! 
O doom’d to aét what Heaven’s dread thought devis’d, 
"Thou at the font of Energy baptis’d, 
Whofe rigid waves thy con{cious foul encreas’d, 
M yfelf at once the fponfor and the prieft——”’ 

<* Enough,” th’ abruptly-rifing Quire exclaim, 
«* Afpire, Enthufiait, to thy wonted fame ; 
Thy virtues, claims, and eminence we own, 
Refume thy dignities, afcend thy throne: 
Still to frail man thy daring ftrength impart, 
Still flame th’ incentive feraph of his heart; 
And when the fcenes of earth fhall fade away, 
And man fhall need no more thy active ray, 
Then, facred object of our praifeful theme, 
Bright emanation of th’ eternal beam, 
Thou fhalt regain thy native, dread abode, 
And glow for ever in the breaft of Gop.” 


To lavifh commendation on this poem, would be an impeach- 
ment of our judgment, and diminifh the value of that praife, 
which we hope in future to have an opportunity of offering to 
its author. It does, however, poffefs beauties; of which the 
foregoing extract affords inftances. It has alfo its defects; and 
what human compofition is perfe&? WM oo-y: 


—_ * 





Art. XIII. Sermons on pra&ical Subjefs: By the late Reverend 
Henry Stebbing, D.D. Preacher to the Honourable Society of 
Gray’s Inn, &c. In two Volumes, 8vo. pp. soo each. 125, 
Boards, Dilly. 1788. 


HATEVER juft caufe there may be to complain of 

Clerical negligence, it muft neverthelefs be pleafing to 
a benevolent mind to obferve how many fermons of real and 
fubftantial ufe are delivered in this kingdom. Such mult thofe 
be acknowleged which here fall’ under our review: they are 
Rot indeed remarkable for brilliancy of ftyle, or for elegance of 
compofition : in this refpeét they are rather negligent; perhaps, 
in fome inftances, faulty: yet they contain much good fenfe, 
and have the fuperior merit of recommending, in a plain and 


forcible way, thofe truths, and that practice, which are moft 


ofiential to the welfare of mankind. 

From the fhort account of his life, prefixed by his Son, it 
appears that Dr. Stebbing was a pious and benevolent man, 
and his difcourfes breathe the fame fpirit. They are properly 
poihumous, not having been publifhed till after his deceafe, but, 
we are informed, he had himfelf tranfmitted the original ma- 
nufcripts to the prefs, and written the dedication and pre‘ace a 
few weeks before his death. As this was the cafe, we area , 
little furprifed at an inequality obfervable at times in the dif- 

Rev, March, 1789, R courles, 
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courfes, and marks of careleflnefs and impropriety which now 
and then occur. ‘The fententious manner which occafionally 
prefents itfelf, reminds us of the guaintnefs (in fome inftances 
the exprefive quaintnefs) of former days. Though not per- 
fedily fuitable to the more chaftifed tafte of the prefent times, we 
might ftill allow it to be faid,——-‘ However God may fuffer thofe 
who pray to him, to want his bounties in their befket, he will 
never fuffer them to want his bounties in their hearts :’—Per- 
haps alfo we may bear to be told, when {peaking of the wedding- 
garment,—the robe of righteoufnefs—‘* Though we cannot expect 
to wear it abfolutely without fpot or wrinkle, through this dirty 
pilgrimage of life, yet we muft endeavour to wear it as clean as 
we can:’ But the patience of fome perfons may be nearly 
exhaufted when they read that—‘ Good ations proceeding from 
a falfe or empty heart, are alight, which however bright it may 
appear for atime, foon goes out and leaves a ftink behind it’ :— 
or, when it it faid—* An honeft man may think of the grave, 
bot a rogue is ever thinking of the gallows.’ The fentiments 
are, however, juft; and it fhould be confidered that fuch ex- 
preffions pafs off differently when conneéted with others, than 
when they appear thus detached from the main body of the 
difcourfe, 

Dr. Stebbingj& faid to have adhered fteadily to the tenets of 
the Church of England. We confider thefe volumes as more 
acceptable, becaufe difputable doGtrines are not very much in- 
troduced: the fifty-firft and fifty-fecond fermons are on a 
topic of this kind, and contain fome rather exceptionable paf- 
fages, as when we are told, in reference, we fuppofe, to the 
Socinians,—* Was Chrift really no more than a teacher, thefe 
men would make no fcruple to reduce him to the ftill Jower 
character of a field-preacher.’——Burlefque phrafes, even when 
moft juft, have an effe& on fome minds, beyond the intention of 
the fpeaker, and fhould therefore be generally, if not wholly, 
avoided in pulpit compofition. We acknowlege ourfelves hurt, 
when we find men of fenfe, learning and piety, with whom this 
author certainly ranks, exhibiting merely what is plaufible, or 
popular, or objectionable, and advancing aflertions with an air 
of confidence and triumph, inftead of modeftly and diligently 
endeavouring to inveftigate a fubje@, 

Thus have we ventured to point out fome little defects in dif- 
courfes which, on the whole, have real merit, and are calculated 
for important fervice ; in proof of which, did our limits allow, 
we might produce feveral extra&s., But we can only juft men- 
tion fome of the topics here confidered ; fuch as, The Jewith 
and Chriftian difpenfations ; Miffion of St. Paul; Neceffity of 
the Gofpel; Confequence of rejecting it; Faith in Chrift; 
Superiority to the world; Servitude of in; Intereft in Heaven; 

Worldly 
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Worldly affections; Government of the paffions ; Induftry ; 
Agur’s Prayer; Returning good for evil; Fear and love of 
God; Hope and truft in him; Vain profeffions; Rich man 
and Lazarus; Divine affifttance ; Chriftian-like behaviour ; 
Prayer; Humility; Purity; Good example; Repentance ; 
Incarnation, Sufferings, and Refurreétion of Chrift; Death ; 
Uncertainty of life; Permiffion of evil; Progrefs of virtue ; 
Bad company; Prudence and diligence; Courtefy, &c. &c. 
The whole number is feventy-nine. One fermon, viz. The 
Miferable end of profligate finners, is faid to have been occa- 
fioned by the conviction of the Perreaus: we mention this 
merely as a proof of the author’s attention to circumftances and 
events, which might ufefully imprefs the minds of his hearers. 
Is there not a mif-quotation obfervable, p. 306 of the firft vo- 
lume, where the words pa/s the time of our fojourning here in fear, 
are introduced as thofe of St. Paul, but feem rather to have 


been St. Peter’s language? 1 Pet. i, 17. H 1 





Art. XIV. 4 Letter to the Author of Thoughts on the Manners of 
the Great. pp.142z. 8vo. 2s. fewed. Murray. 1788. 


OTHING can be more true than the principle laid down 
by the author of the Thoughts; viz. that REFORMATION, 
to be general, muf? originate with the fuperior members of fociety. ‘To 
them the inferior ranks look up, with fuch a degree of deference, 
as makes them proud of becoming their imitators. Even Vice, 
itfelf, ceafes to ftrike them as odious, and Folly as ridiculous, 
when countenanced by the Great, and decidedly influencing 
their manners. Such being the perfuafivenefs of their example, 
. there is reafon for wifhing them to recommend virtue and religion 
by it, rather than their contraries. ‘The author of the Letter 
before us, and the author of the Thoughts, are thus far agreed ; 
but they differ, refpe@ting the line of conduét which the Great 
fhould purfue, in order to become the moral and religious lights 
of the land; efpecially as to the obfervance of Sunday. 

‘The author of the Thoughts fays, ** Sunday feems to be a 
kind of Chriftian Palladium, and the city of God will never be 
ee taken by the enemy, till the obfervance of that be quite 
O Ps 

But this Letter-writer is of a contrary opinion: for he fays, 
* that if any thing has conduced to Jeffen the general reverence 
for religion, to impede its progrefs, and even to lead the vulgar 
to fufpect its facred authority, it feems to me to be our Englith 
Sabbath,’ 

Moft of our readers, we are perfuaded, will think the author 
very bold in this aflertion. Why the Englifh Sabbath fhould 
be fo vehemently attacked, —- fuch bitter things faid. of 
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it, we cannot imagine ; fince it has now very little puritanical 
gloom and ftiffnefs of which we can complain. It is, even 


among good Chriftian people, very different from the melan- 
choly fabbath of ‘* a Praife-God Pare bones”; and if we have 
not our Play and Opera-houfes open on this day, the Vulgar 
continue, notwithftanding, to pafs tt without heavinefs. As to 
a decent obfervance of Sunday, we are at a Jofs to conceive how 
it can contribute to leffen the general reverence for religion, and im- 
pede its progre/s: we have been accuftomed to attribute to it 
the contrary effect. Admitting it to have no Divine authority, 
there is a propriety, as this author allows, in having a day fet 
apart for the public worfhip of the Deity; and we apprehend 
that the repetition of divine worfhip muft have a tendency to 
recall the wandering attention of the vulgar to religion, and 
afford them a frequent opportunity of being inftructed in its 
nature and importance, its duties and encitements. But this 
tendency would *be greatly counteracted, by authorifing {ports 
and revels after divine worfhip. Ebriety, which would often 
happen under every poffible regulation, cannot promote the 
moral application of a fermon, AJ! abfurd rigour, all re- 
ftraint on cheerful converfation, and on healthful and fober 
exercife after the church fervice, may be expofed; but if a Sab- 
bath is to be obferved, we think it fhould be with decency. ‘This 
writer may be affured that the multicude will always be inclined 
to make it.a jolly, rather than an holy, day. 

How far Chriftians are ftritly bound, by the Gofpel, to 
obferve a Sabbath, is a queftion which we have not leifure to 
difcufs; but this we thall leave to theologians, whofe bufinefs 
it is to come forward againft this learned and (enfible, though, 
perhaps, ia fome points miftaken, writer. We cannot, ne- 
verthelefs, quit the fubject without hinting, that it might 
feem, that as the Sabbath is the only pofitive appoiatment in 
the Decalogue, it is one of fingular importance and utility, 
approaching perhaps to fomething like a moral duty *; and that 
as the Author of Chriftianity Jaid down a maxim with a view to 
regulate its obfervance (The Sabbath was made for man), it is,not 
wnreafonable to prefume, that he defigned, that fome fort of 
Sabbath fhould be kept by his difciples. As, moreover, this 
inftitution is interwoven with the moral law delivered in the 
two tables on Mount Sinai, he muft conclude his followers 
would obferve it without a prohibitory injun@ion, which there 
is no intimation of their ever having received. 

In what particular manner the vacant hours of the Sabbath 
fhould be ipent, it might be deemed prefumption in us to pre- 
icribe; but we apprehend, from the libertinifm obfervable 
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_ ™ Wech reipect to the ref which it enjoins for the lgbouring cattle, 
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among the common people of England, that if this writer’s 
ideas were adopted, we fhould fee our Englifh Sunday too much 
an TIOLIDAY. 

The extraordinary fcheme which he recommends (for the 

articulars of which we muft refer to his book) to the author 
of the Thoughts to adopt for Sunday entertainments, in order to 
yield much pleafure without licentioufnefs, appears to us wild, 
and romantic, to the laft degree. It might fuit Arcadia, or the 
Golden age; but it is mot calculated for Great Britain, anno 
Domini 1789. 

His obfervations at the beginning of his Letter, relative to the 
interpretation given by the author of the Thoughts to a parable 
or two in the Gofpels, and to the ftory of Ananias and Sapphira, 
are juft; and we hope they will be properly attended to in the 
next edition of the much-read- pamphlet, on which this writer 


has made his remarks. Moe-y: 





To the PuBLic. 


It is with pleafure .that we inform our Readers, that 
we are, at length, enabled to RESUME our Review of 
Publications relative to the feveral branches of the Law, 
which hath been long interrupted by the tedious 1NDIS- 
POSITION of one of our moft refpeciable affociates. 

We fhall now enter on the payment of our arrears in 
this department, which we hope to complete in the courfe 
of another month or two: after which, we intend to pro- 
ceed, regularly, with the earlieft poffible accounts of the 
gew Law-Books, as they iffue from the Prefs. 


ARREAR Account, No. I. 


Art. XV. Reports of Cafes adjudged in the King’s Bench from Hilary 
Term the 14th ot Geo. Ill. 1774, to Trinity Term, the 18th 
Geo. IIIf. 1778, both inclufive. By Henry Cowper, Efg. Bar- 
rifter at Law, of the Middle Temple. Folio. 11. 16s. bound, 
Brooke. 


Art. XVI. Resorts of Cafes relative to the Duty and Office of a Fuftice 
of the Peace, from Michaelmas Term 1776 inclufive, to ‘lrinity 
‘Term 1785 inclufive. By ‘Thomas Caldecott, of the Middle 
Temple, Efq. 4to. Vol. I. 8s. 6d. Boards. Vol. Il. 10s. 6d, 


Boards. Uriel. 1789. 


Art. XVII. Reports of Cafes argued and determined in the High Court 
of Chancery, beginning with ‘l'rinity Term 18 Geo. III. 1778, and 
ending with the Sitting after Trinity Term 25 Geo. LIl. 1785. 


By Wiliam Brown, of the Inner Temple, Efq. Barrifter at Law. 
R 3 Folio. 
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Folio. 11. 8s. Brooke. 1785. Continued in 1786. 6s. 1787. 
78. 1788. 75. 6d. 

Art. XVIII. Reports of Cafes argued and determined in the Court of 
King’s Bench, from Michaelmas Term 26 Geo. III. to Michaelmas 
Term 28 Geo. III. both inclufive. By Charles Durnford and 
Edward Hyde Eaft, of the Temple, Efqrs. Barrilters at Law. 
Folio. Vol. I, 2]. 7s. bound. Vol. II. 2]. zs. bound. Whieldon. 


HE reign of his prefent Majefty will, probably, be a re- 
T markable zra in the Hiftory of Englifh Law. No period 
of our annals has given rife to the difcuffion of more important 
points of conftitutional learning, or been more remarkable for 
interefting decifions on matters of private right. It is to be 
Jamented, that’ we have not yet been fupplied with a well exe- 
cuted hiftory of the Parliamentary proceedings and debates of 
the prefent reign. But the law reporters of our times leave us 
little to regret, in the accounts which they profefs to give, of 
the proceedings of out courts of juftice. 

In a former Review, we have had occafion to mention the Re- 
ports of Sir James Burrow. They were fucceeded, in order of 
publication, by the reports of Sir William Blackftone. Thefe 
contain an account of cafes determined in the Court of King’s 
Bench, from the 20th to the 24th year of his late Majefty ; 
and from the 3oth of his late Majefty to the roth of his prefent 
Majefty ;—and an account of cafes determined in the Common 
Pleas from the 11th to the 20th year of the prefent reign. For 
a further account, fee Rev, vol. Ixvii. p. 1. 

The next Reports, in order of publication, are thofe of Mr. 
Douglas: which begin with the 19th and end with the 21ft 
of his prefent Majefty. No reports have been received by 
the profeffion more favourably than thefe. They do great ho- 
nour to the judgment, fkill, and profeffional learning of the 
author; and the value of the work is confiderably enhanced by 
the very accurate and important obfervations, which the au- 
thor has occafionally inferted in it by way of notes. We fin- 
cerely hope the learned gentleman will favour the Public with a 
continuation of his Reports. He mutt be fenfible that it is the 
univerfal wifh of the profeffion. For a further account, fee 
Rev. vol. Ixix. p. 318. 

Mr. Cowper’s Reports begin with the 14th, and end with the 
18th, of his prefent Majefty. The cafes contained in them, ap- 
pear to have been taken with great accuracy. Mr. Durnford 
and Mr. Eaft commenced their publication with the cafes de- 
termined in Michaelmas term 1786; from which time they 
have continued them to the prefent, much to the fatisfaétion of 
the Public, and to their own credit. We underftand that they 
are generally known in the profeffion by the appellation of zLe 
Term Reports. 
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Sir James Burrow, befide the Reports which we have noticed, 
ublifhed Reports of fettlement cafes, from the time of the 

death of Lord Raymond in 1732, to the year 1776*. From 
that time, to Trinity term 1785, they have been continued by 
Mr. Caldecott, in two volumes of reports, which bear great 
marks of attention and accuracy. Thefe are the principal re- 
porters of the cafes determined during the préfent reign, in the 
courts of law. 

It is impoflible for the reader to perufe this important feries of 
judicial determinations, without feeling great refpect for the 
noble perfonage who, during this very long period, prefided 
in the court of King’s Bench, Theextent and fublimity of his 
underftanding, and the charms of his eloquence, are univerfally 
acknowleged. His punctuality in the difcharge of his high of- 
fice, his difpatch of bufinefs, his affability, and his readinefs to 
accommodate the fuitors of the court, have never been denied.— 
A multitude of points of legal learning have been fettled by his 
decifions ; feveral important cafes on real property ; the whole 
fyftem of the poor-laws; and a great part of the doctrine of in- 
furance, reft folely on his determinations; and their general 
propriety has not been queftioned. But whether he poflefled 
that profound and extenfive knowlege of the law of England, 
for which Lord Coke, Lord Vaughan, Lord Hale, Lord Holt 
(and we may fay, his predeceflors in general), have been de- 
fervedly famous, may, perhaps, be called in queftion, He has 
been generally accufed of treating precedents with too little re- 
fpect, and making the court of King’s Bench a court of equity. 
Even the ftyle of his oratory has not efcaped animadverfion. It has 
been faid, that his mode of {peaking was often defultory, that his 
fentences were often ungrammatical, and his expreffions often low. 
But his defe&ts have been univerfally confidered to bear no pro- 
portion to his excellencies. It feems to be admitted, that, in 
knowlege, he was equalled by few of his profeffional contem- 
poraries ;—and that in eloquence, he was furpafled by none.— 
In ftating a cafe,—-in difcriminating it from cafes of a fimilar 
impreffion,—in divefting it of all extraneous matter,—in pre- 
fenting it to the attention of his hearers, reafoning with their 
underftandings on it, and convincing them, without appearing 
to argue, it may be queftioned if he ever had his equal. Such 
is the impreffion given of his judicial merits and abilities by the 
Reports now under confideration. To his praife, it may be add- 
ed, that, amid the fury of contending fa€tions (to which no one 
was more expofed), neither his general abilities, nor his inte- 
grity in his judicial capacity, were ever called in queftion.—As 





* See Rev. vols. xxxv. xlvi. and Ixv.; or confult our General 
Index to the firkt feventy volumes of the Monthly Review. 
R 4 a {pecimen 
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a {fpecimen of his manner of thinking on judicial fubjeéts, and 
delivering his fentiments on them, we prefent the reader, from 
Mr. Cowper’s Reports, with his argument, in giving bis opinion, 
in the cafe of Jackfon and Hogan. | 

‘ By the Roman law, a will conftituted the beres or heir, and 
was the appointment of him. He was the fame perfon as in our 
law is termed the executor. But the nomination of an heir was fo 
eflential an ingredient of the Roman teftament, that there could be 
no complete will without him; and from his name and office, he 
was confidered, at the death of the teftator, as univerfal fucceffor to 
all the goods, rights, and property of the deceafed, without any ree 
gard or diflin&tion as to property acquired by him, prior or /ubjequent 
to the time of making his will. | 

* But that is different from the nature of a devife of land by the 
law of England, which formerly admitted of no teftamentary difpofi- 
tion, in cafes of real property. ‘This reftriction took place ypon the 
jntroduction of military tenures, and was a branch of the feodal 
doétrine of non-alienation without the confent of the Lord. But 
when the rigour of the reftriction came by degrees to be relaxed, 
tenants were permitted to make difpofitions by teftament, a devife of 
Jands operated as an appointment to ufes, in nature of a legal con- 
veyance. As fuch, the courts of law in the conftruction of them held, 
that a devife affeCting lands could operate only upon fuch real eftates 
as the teftator had at the time of executing and publifhing his will, 
and not upon any after purchafed or acquired Jands: becaufe there 
could be no legal conveyance at common law of what a man should 
acquire in future. 

‘ Another diftin@tion, founded upon the notion that a will affect- 
ing lands is merely a fpecies of conveyance, and derived from the 
fame fource, is this. The law of England, in the conveyance of 
real eflates, requires words of limitation in the donation or grant, ta 
the creation of a fee. Without the word 4eirs, general or fpecial, 
no man can create a fee at common law by conveyance. When wills, 
therefore, were introduced, and devifes of real property began to 
prevail, being confidered as a fpecies of conveyance, they were to be 
governed by the fame rule. Therefore, by analogy to that rule, in 
the conftru€tion of devifes, if there be no words of limitation added, 
nor words of perpetuity annexed, which have been held tantamount, 
fo as to denote the intention of the teftator to convey the inheritance 
to the devifee, he can only take an eftate for life. For inftance, if a 
teftator by will fays, I give my lands, or fuch and fuch landsto A; if 
no words of limitation are added, A has only an eftate for life. , 
_ © Gererally {fpeaking, no common perfon has the fmalleft idea of 
any difference between giving a perfon a horfe and any quantity of 
Jand. Common fenfe alone would never teach a man the difference ; 
bet the diftintion which is now clearly eftablifhed, is this: If the 
words of the teftator denote only a de/cription of the /pecific eftate or 
Jands devifed ; in that cafe, if no words of limitation are added, the 
devifee has only an eftate for life. But, if the words denote the 
quantum of intereft or property that the teftator has in the lands de- 
Viled; there, the whol extent of fuch his intere# pafles by the gift 
to the devifee, The gueftion, therefore, is always a queftion of con- 
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firuétion upon the words and terms ufed by the teftator. It is now 
clearly fettled, that the words a// Ais effate, will pals every thing @ 
man has: buat ifthe word ai! is coupled with the word per/onal, 
or a Local defcription, there, the gift will pats only perfonalty, or the 
{pecific eltave particularly defcribed. 

‘ All theie principles being clearly fettled and certain, the queftion 
in this cafe comes to a quettion of conftruction upon the will itfelf. 
Now, in this will there are feveral things which it is material to ob- 
ferve: and firft, the introduion is very material. Introductery words 
cannot vary the conftruétion of a devife, fo as to enlarge the eftate of 
a devifee, unlefs there are words in the devife itfelf fufficient to carry 
the degree of intereft contended for. But wherever they afliit to fhow 
the intention of the teftator, the courts have laid hold of them, as 
they do of every other circumftance in a will, which may help to 
guide their judgment to the right and true conftruction of it. The 
introductory words ufed by the teftator in the prefent cafe, are not 
{trict legal terms ; but they are the words of a plain man of found 
learning. He fays, ** 4s to all my worldly fubfiance, I give, &c.” 
What 1s fubitance? It is ewery property a man has. So, in the fta- 
tute 4 and 5 Phil. and Mar. c. 8. for the punifhment of fuch as 
fhall take away maidens that be inheritors, the word fubftance is 
made ufe of, and means worldly wealth. 

‘ The words of the will before the court are: ‘“ I alfo give to my 
mother, all the remainder and ref:due of all the effeés both real and 
perfonal which I fhall die poffeffed of.” Now, is the conftruttion of 
thefe words to be confined to a gift of perfonalty only ? molt clearly 
not; becaufe the teftator has exprefsly added the word real to the 
word effects. Do the words real effefs in law, mean real chaitels oni;? 
No authority has been produced to fhew that they do: and, in point 
of fa&, there was but one leafe belonging to the teftator in this cafe 
which could come under that defcription; confequently, if the con- 
ftruction contended for by the defendant were the true one, only that 
Jeafe would pafs ; which would be to narrow the conitrution of the 
word real very much indeed, The natural ard true meaning of real 
effeés in common language and {peech is real property ; and rea/and 
perfonal effed?s are /ynonymous to fubjiance, which includes every thing 
which can be turned into money. In feveral claufes of the bankrupt 
laws which make it felony in a bankrupt to conceal, remove, or 
embezzie any part of his goods, wares, merchardize, monies, or 
effecs; the word ‘* effed?s’? is made ule of in this feafe. If that be 
the true conttruction, there can be no doubt but that the words 
remainder of real effeés include the reverfion of every thing not dil- 
pofea of ; in which cafe, no words of limitation were neceffary.’ 

Paffing to the other fide of Weitminfter-hall, we are pleafed 
to meet with the valuable Reporis of Cafes in Equity, publifhed 
by Mr. Brown, They begin in Trinity tem 1778, and 
end with the fittings after Trinity. term 1788: during the 
whole of this period, with the exception of a very fhort interval, 
Lord Thurlow has filled the high office of Chancellor of Eng- 
land, with abilities which (according to the unanimous voice of 
the profeiiion) Have never been furpafled, and feldom equalled. 


This 
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This fa& makes Mr. Brown’s Reports particularly important, 
The Public, unqueftionably, is greatly indebted to him for the 
publication of them, and will always receive his continuation of 


them with pleafure. Bvut..r. rat: 


Art. XIX. Reports of Cafes argued and determined in the High Court of 
Chancery, and fome fpecial Cafes adjudged in the Courc of King’s 
Bench, collected by William Peere Wiiliams, late of Gray’s Inn, 
Efg. ‘The fourth Edition, with additional References to the Pro- 
ceedings in the Court, and to later Cafes. By Samuel Compton 
Coxe, of Lincoln’s Inn, Efq. Royal 8vo. 11. 11s. 6d. bound. 
Brooke. 1787. 


ie is not an exaggeration to fay, that this is the beft edition, 
ever publifhed, of any law-book. The editor has attentively 
compared every cafe with the account of it in the regifter’s books, 
and has pointed out every variation from them that appeared ma- 
terial. He has a)fo taken care to mark every determination con- 
tained in his author’s reports which has been affected, in any 
refpe&t, by fubfequent decifions or difcuffions. But what parti- 
cularly enhances the merit of this edition is, the elaborate, though 
concife, notes of the editor. ‘Thefe contain ftatements of the 
doétrines of the court, on almoft every point of equitable learn- 
ing, fo fuccinétly, but.fo accurately, exprefled, and illuftrated by 
references fo well chofen and fo appolite to the point in queftion, 
as to make the work a complete body of equity.—Of this, the 
following note is a fpecimen: 

‘ The ftrict rule is eftablifhed, that a legacy given by a debtor to 
his creditor, which is equal or greater than the debt, fhall be prefumed 
to be intended in fatisfaction of the debt. Ya/dot v. Duke of Shrew/- 
bury, Pre. Cha. 394. Feffs v. Wood, pot. 2 vol.132. Fowler v. 
Fowler, pot. 3 vol. 353. Reech v. Kennegal, 1 Vex. 1263 but the 
later cafes, although they acknowledge the general rule to be fully 
eftablifhed, yet exprefs a diffatisfa@tion with the principle upon which 
it proceeds, and are anxious to colleéct from the q#// circumftances to 
rebut fuch prefumption. So where the payment of debts is parti- 
culasly mentioned, as in the prefent cafe, and the cafe of Chancey, 
and Richardjon v. Greefe, 3 Atk. 65. Or, where the legacy is not 
equally beneficial with the debt, in fome one particular (although it 
may be more fo in another) as in ¢ime of payment, Nicholls v. Fud/on, 
2 Atk. 300. Clarke v. Sewell, 3 Atk. 96. Matthews v. Matthews, 
2 Vez. 635. or in point of certainty. Crompton wv. Sale, poft. 2 vol. 
§55-. Barret ve Beckford, 1 Vez. 519.’ 

We have fele&ted this note for its fhortnefs, not for its come 
parative merit. From the fpecimen which Mr. Coxe has given 
in this work of his profeffional knowlege, it is to be hoped that 
he will favour the public with fome future publication, on the 


fubject of legal or equitable learning. But_r 
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Art. XX. Speculations upon Law and Lawyers; applicable to the 
manifeft Hardfhips, Uncertainty, and abufive Practice of the 
Common Law. 8vo. pp. 104. 2s. Robfon and Co. &c, 


1788. 


HESE are the fpeculations of 2 man of obfervation and 
T enquiry, prejudiced, we conjecture, from the advertife- 
ment at the conclufion, by perfonal injuries, and fmarting from 
the effets of legal feverity. That perfection fhould be found in 
any human fyftem, we are not fanguine enough to expect; nor 
do we know whether the evils which are here pointed out could 
be remedied, without introducing mifchiefs worfe than thofe 
that are already experienced. Many of them (we believe molt) 
might be redrefled by applications to the Courts where the 
abufes are committed, without hazarding experimental innova- 
tions, which are always dangerous ; and which, in too many cafes, 
however plaufible, have been found, when tried, generally in- 
effectual, and fometimes deftructive. 

It has been often remarked, that a Platonic commonwealth, 
which a fpeculatift in his ftudy may delineate, has a beautiful 
appearance, and would be univerfally defired; but a practical 
ftate(man knows that the vifionary fyftem is not to be carried 
into execution. In like manner, an ingenious man, by felecting 
all the evils attendant on civil fociety, by difplaying them in the 
moft glaring colours, and omitting every circumftance of ad- 
vantage, may exhibit fuch a picture as none but an hypochon- 
driac will for a moment admit to be a faithful reprefentation. 
In this manner have the law and its profeflors been treated. 
Every benefit which is derived from legal inftitutions, has been 
, concealed ; while every abufe of them has been magnified, with 
moft malicious induftry. 

The prefent author, in his firft fection, treats on the neceffity 
of a revifal and abridgment of the law; and in the next, of the 
aftonifhing increafe of printed Jaw books, fince the beginning of 
the laft century. He is a warm advocate for brevity, and, we 
prefume, its natural confequence,—difcretionary powers in the 
Judges. He obferves, that * many nations of Europe at this day 
carry their code in their pocket, with the fame eafe as we our 
Common Prayer, or Court and City Regifter.”, We fhall not 
ftay to enquire whether this is a fact or not ; but we fincerely 
hope that this nation will never have the misfortune to be di- 
rected by fuch acode, Montefquieu fomewhere obferves, that 
the multiplicity of our Jaws is the price we pay for our liberty ; 
and he very juftly remarks, from the examples of Czfar and 
Oliver Cromwell, that fimplifying the law is generally one of 
the firft ats of a tyrant. Where the Sic volo, fic jubco of a de» 
fpotic monarch are {ubftituted for written laws, concifene’s may 
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be expedted ; but if all the enormities here charged on the prar- 
tice of the law were admitted, and were only to be redrefled by 
fuch an abridgment as is here propofed, we do not hefitate to fay, 
that it would very much diminifh the fecurity, and tend to ine 
fringe the liberty, of the fubjeét; we fhould therefore be of 
opinion that things had better remain as they are. 

The author’s complaint of the increafe of law books, appears 
to us to have no force. That they have increafed, and will 
further increafe, is very certain; but whether they have multi- 
plied in equal proportion to the publications on divinity or phy- 
fic, we greatly doubt. At all events, fuch as are found worth- 
lefs will filently be condemned to oblivion; and thofe only 
be deemed neceflary for a lawyer’s library which poffefs intrinfic 
merit. We are under no apprehenfions of being over-burdened 
with too many valuable books on any fubject. 

In the courfe of his work, the author difcufles—T he uncertainty 
of the law—The Inns of Court—The alarming progrefs of the 

randeur of the law—The impropriety of ferious fubjects being 
treated lightly at the bar—Odaths, and the manner of admini- 
ftering them. What he here fays,.is worthy of attention: as 
are alfo many of his remarks on the old fubjeét of imprifonment 
for debt—The ftate of debtors in the United Provinces—Dutch 
determinations between debtor and creditor—Invetives againft 
attornies—On the Crimina] Law—Further thoughts on a revifal 
and abridgment of the laws, with propofals for alaw catechifm, 
and a recommendation that fome portions of law fhould be read 
in our churches, in lieu of chapters from Leviticus and Deute- 
ronomy. 

He concludes with a fet of queries, feveral of which we 
fhall give to our readers. From them, the drift and force of the 
author’s fcheme may be collected. “They certainly deferve every 
attention that can be beftowed on them, and will demonftrate 
that he merits a better fate than that which has condemned 
him to date his work from the confines of the King’s Bench. 


QUERIES. 


‘ Whether common law, confidered in its principles as the great 
bulwark, may not, in feveral points alluded to in the foregoing fec- 
tions, be reckoned the great bane, of the nation? 

« Whether a very confiderable part of the dearly-earned property 
of individuals, acquired by diligence, induftry, ingenuity in various 
arts and manufactures, and other laudable means of living, is not 
wafted among lawyers, expended in law-oflices, and, for the moft 
part, divided among attornies ? 

« Whether exactions, under colour of juftice (for fuch are all enor- 
mous fees and ruinous cofts), may not be accounted manifeft in- 
jattice ? 


¢ Whether 
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¢ Whether abufe, under colour of law, warranted by long per- 
nicious practice, and winked at by thofe alone who have the power 
of redrefling the people’s grievances, is mot the worft tyranny in the 
world ? 

« Whether any known law in Ezrofe is, in its practice, fo griev- 
ous, fo expenfive, fo deftructive, and fo much abufed, as the com- 
mon law of England? 

‘ Whether a board, or committee of healing and mitigation, be- 
tween adverfe parties, to be compofed of neighbouring gentlemen, 
clergymen, fenfible farmers and burghers, might not be appointed 
in every borough and market-town in the kingdom; a quorum of 
which might fit for an hour or two every market-day, and endeavour 
to reconcile and compofe {mall differences and mifunderftand- 
ings among neighbours; and thereby prevent vexatious and ex- 
penfive fuits at law: fo that thofe who met in enmity, might often 
return to their homes in friendfhip ; to the country’s peace, the fal- 
vation of families, and utter difappointment of fleecing attornies? 

‘ Whether, when creditors are inclined to compromife with their 
debtors, their attornies do not frequently interfere, and defeat fuch 
humane intention, upon the meaneft confiderations, and the vileft 
principles ; zamely, to encreafe cofts—well knowing that if the in- 
folvent debtor goes to gaol, the cofts muit fall upon the folvent 
client ? 

‘ Whether attornies’ cofts do not frequently exceed the original 
debts ?>—in many inftances, double—in fome, treble—in others, tour, 
five, fix times as much? 

‘ Whether bankruptcies are not multiplied by means of the fame 
order of iaw-minilters, and other notorious abufes in practice? 

* Whether the labouring poor (the moit ufeful part of the com- 
munity), the improving mechanic, the neceflary handicraft, the in- 
genious artift, the fober merchant and man of bufinefs, the culti- 
vator and improver of the lands of the wealthy, the foldier of his 

_ country, and every other clafs of inhabitants (the lawyer only ex- 
cepted), have not juft caufe to curfe the abufive practice of the 
common law? 

‘ Whether it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the lawyers them- 
felves, confidered as the moft powerful and felf-interefted body in 
this nation, will, of shem/elves, ever effect, or even with to effect, a 
‘thorough reform of the afore-recited abufes ? 

‘ Whether Petitions and Remonftrances to the High Court of 
Parliament, ought not to be preferred againft fuch glaring abufes, 
and grievances of greateft magnitude; not only from counties, Cities, 
and boroughs, but from every parifh in the kingdom ? 

‘ Whether it is not the duty of the people’s reprefentatives, im- 
mediately to enquire into, and fet about correcting fuch enormities 
and infringements upon the rights of the people; in oppofition to 
the united clamour that may be raifed againit it, by all the pro- 
feffional lawyers in the kingdom ?? 

We are forry that we could not make room for the reft of the 
author's queries, for they all merit the public attention : though, 
perhaps, his perfonal fufferings may have made him rather toa 
fevere On the law and lawyers. Re_-d 
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Art. XXI. 


FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
Art. I. 


Queftions & examiner avant l Affemblie des Etats Ginéraux, &c. i.e, 


ueftions to be examined before the Meeting of the States Gene- 
ral. By the Marquis pe Casaux. 8vo. Pamph. Paris. 1788. 


HE Marquis de Cafaux here endeavours to imprefs the 
ce people of France with thofe ideas concerning civil liberty 
and political regulations, which he had previoufly endeavoured to 
propagate in England, in the work entitled, Ob/ervations on the 
Mechani/m of Socteties, and the explanatory pamphlets that fol- 
lowed it; ot which we have repeatedly fpoken in our late Re- 
views. The principles here inculcated, are exa€tly the fame 
with thofe that were developed in that larger work; and his 
mode of illuftrating thefe principles differs not from that which 
he there adopted. But if we had occafion to remark that 
this mode of illuftration was fuch, as that few in eur country, 
where f{peculations of this nature are more familiar than in any 
other nation, could follow him,—we are afraid that in France, 
where the minds of the people in general have not been accuf- 
tomed to deep inquiries into the fecret tendency of political re- 
gulations, they will be ftill lefs underftood ; fo that if the Mar- 
quis’s doctrines were, by the bulk of the people here, reckoned 
no better than ingenious paradoxes, we fufpec& that in France 
they may be in general regarded only as political reveries. We 
with the ingenious author could have taken the trouble to 
clothe his doctrines in a drefs that would have been more fuited 
to the general ftate of knowlege at this time: for, although there 
may be exceptions, yet we are fatisfied that the fundamental 
part of this author’s doctrines reft on truth and nature. 

The queftions which he propofes for difcuffion are as fol- 
low : 

Qu. I. Of the mechanical effects of the price of labour on the 
revenue from Jand. 

II. Of the mechanical effeéts of that part of the impoft paid 
by the clafs of labourers who cultivate the foil. 

IlI. Of the effeéts mechanically produced on the revenue 
from land, by that portion of the territorial impoft paid by the 
proprietor, or by the farmer. 

IV. Of the effects mechanically produced on the general mafs 
of revenue from induftry, by the price fixed for the day’s labour 
of the artifan, and by the portion of the impoft that is paid by 
him. 

V. OF the effects of the privilege, accounted fo valuable, to 
fcrecn a perfon from impotts, produced mechanically on the ~ 
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of the revenue of thofe who throw on the nonprivileged the por- 
tion of the impoft which the privileged ought in juftice to 

ay. 
, VI. Of the mechanical effects of a national bankruptcy. 

VII. Of the mechanical effeéts of a national debt, confoli- 
dated by impofts which fecure the intereft of it. 

VIII. Of the probable effects of the fimple difcuffiocns offered 
concerning the feven preceding queftions. 

1X. Of the mechanical effects of giving the freeft play to the 
moft oppofite interefts. 

Thofe readers who are acquainted with our author’s former 
writings, wil! readily fee, from the mere ftatement of the fore- 
going queftions, what will be the refult of his difquifitions. In 
general, he endeavours to prove that whatever tends to diminifh, 
in any way, the income of the lower clafles of people, dimi- 
nifhes the general mafs of revenue in a high degree; and that 
in particular, refpecting the fifth queftion. 

‘ The privilege of which it is fuppofed the two firft orders of the 
ftate [the clergy and the nobleffe] are fo jealous, [that of being ex- 
empted from taxes] reduces itfelf to the abfurd right, of detracting 
annually from the value of their lands, to the extent of three times 
the amount of that part of the tax from which they think themfelves 
exempted by their privileges.’ 

We doubt if it will be an eafy matter to convince thefe two 
powerful bodies of the certainty of this momentous truth ; or 
to induce them voluntarily to relinquifh this facred privilege ; 
though we have been lately amufed with fome hints that this 
meafure will be adopted. 

We have often had occafion to commend the liberal fpirit, 
and the humane principles, that run through all this author’s 
writings. In almoft every page, we meet with maxims, which, 
however oppofite to thofe that have prevailed, in /ome nations, 
for ages paft, will, we doubt not, be revered as facred truths 
in future times. Of this nature, we confider the following 
tule, which, though not new, nor exclufively belonging te the 
Marquis, cannot be too often repeated : 

‘In what then (fays he) confifts the proteétion neceflary to be 
given to agriculture? To do nothing to augment, to do nothing to diminifh, 
the number of cultivators,’ 

The fame rule will apply to every other clafs of citizens, 
Sincerely do we with that this maxim were fully adopted in Great 
Britain! How many idle difputes would it prevent—how many 
ridiculous laws would it abolifh—how much general happinefs 
would it produce! 

As a fpecimen of this pamphlet, we quote the following 
p2flage, which occurs in difcuffing the ninth queftion : 

¢ Let us fee what would refult from a new order of things, where 
all thould go on of itfelf, not pufhed by adminiftration, nor kept 
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back but by another intereft as free and as active; nor reprefled by 
any thing elfe than the laws, without exception. 

¢ Every man in fociety would wifh to promote, 

« 1{t, His own perfonal intereit ; 

« 2d, That of his family ; 

« 3d, That of the body of which he is a member, or, if you will, 
of his corporation ; 

« ath, That of his diftridt ; 

« sth, The public intereft. 

« Such is the order of nature; and whoever departs from it is a 
prodigy of heroifm or of imbecility ; and nothing is more ufele{s than 
to argue concerning prodigies. 

¢ In the mean time, fuppofe a certain number of individuals, —of 
families,—-of corporations,—of diftri€ts, in what country, and under 
what form of government you pleafe, provided that adminiftration, 
Somewhat enlightened, allows to each interef? of individuals, of families, 
of corporations, and of diftri&s, all the means and power to di/play its 
energy in every re/peci,—I alk, what could all thefe interefts do in preff- 
ing with an equal force? Nothing, bat keep themfelves in equili- 
brium. Let us rather afk, would there not neceffarily refult from 
this mutual preffure, from this reciprocal aétion of one on the others, 
an edifice almoft as perfect, though dire&ed by human reafon, as that 
admirable edifice which we call a hive; wholly ereéted, as it is, by 
inftin&t, under the immediate infpection of the Divinity? And will 
not the public intereit, obvioufly the only one that can a& freely when 
all the others watch over and balance each other, neceflarily triumph 
in ever? public deliberation, where every thing fhall be freely dif- 
cuffed ?’ 

The following refle€tions on the nature of the Englitfh con- 

ftitution will probably arreft the attention of our readers. 
_ © Neither the abilities nor the integrity of the Englifh Minifters 
can infure for ever the profperity of England, feeing that, like all 
other countries, shat nation has had many Minitters of very ordinary 
talents, and fome far from being immaculate. 

¢ It is not the perpetual! exiflence of an open, fearlefs, decided 
oppofition, whofe intereft it is to difpute every thing with the Mini- 
fter ; feeing that it is pofible that the Minifter and the oppofition 
may find it their mutual intereft to unite* — — —— and feeing 
that there might refult from fuch a coalition, both the oppreffion of 
the people, and the flavery of the prince; which always follows, 
very quickly, the oppreflion of the people : 

« Itis not the freedom of voting at elections for members of par- 
liament; feeing that a great majority of thefe ciectors, without ta- 
lents or information, neither know, nor can know, either the cha- 
rater or the capacity of the candidates; and, confequently, it is ab- 
furd to fuppofe a true liberty with this want of knowlege: —— — 

« Ic is not the freedom of f{peech in both Houles of Parliament ;— 
— — — feeing that a great majority in the one Houfe as well as the 





* We omit a few fentences which do not materially affect the ar- 
gument. 
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other, is always for the Minifter, till the inftant which precedes a 
change of miniftry ; though it is contrary to nature that the Minifter 
fhould never be miftaken : 

‘ Itis not the diftinétion and the refpective independence of the 
Commons, of the Peers, and of the King, joined to the neceflity of 
their agreeing before any law whatever can be enacted : 

« No; it is not to thefe means (fo much extolled!) that England 
owes that aftonifhing profperity, that enviable wealth, that power, 
{till capable of defending all its rights. — — — It is to that {word 
of Damocles, which is every where in England fufpended over the 
head of whoever fhould meditate even in fecret, any project hurtful 
to the Prince or the people; —- — — it is to this principle, deeply 
impreffed on the mind of every Englifhman, shat the head of no one 
man is capable of comprehending every thing; that the belt ideas are 
only thofe which refult from a combination of the joint lights of the 
whole : — — — 

‘ Deprive England of the only means of preferving this principle 
in its full energy ; take from it the freedom of the prefs ; a freedom, 
avhich every Minifter in England, as well as every where elfe, wifbes 
to annihilate during his own adminiftration, and to fubftitute in its 
place an abfolute order to adore his very overfights and errors; take 
away, I fay, from England, the freedom of the prefs, and in fpite of 
all the refources of its admirable conftitution, minifterial blunders, fo 
rare in England, would fucceed each other with as great rapidity as 
elfewhere ; they would even pafs with more tranquillity than elfe- 
where ; at firft, minifterial overfights, and afterward their more da- 
ring and deftrutive enterprifes ; becaufe the people would rett fatisfied 
under the fhadow of an oppofition which would not fail fecretly to 
demand, and in the fame manner would obtain a divifion of the 
Spoils of the prince and of the people; and quickly that moft flourifhing 
nation would only be an object of pity to all thofe whofe envy it 
now excites, and whofe admiration it deferves. 

¢ On the other hand, transfer by degrees to Turkey, the freedom of 
the prefs ; invent, for it does not exift, invent a means by which the 
fruits of it fhould reach the Grand Signior by any other hands than 
that of a vifr, who could fo eafily corrupt every thing, and very foon 
no vifir would dare to deceive his mafter; every vifir would then 
confulc the voice of the people before he thundered forth his own 
orders; and immediately ‘Turkey, rich in the natural produéts of 
its Own territory and its immenfe population, will be more powerful, 
and not lefs reipected than England, now fo powerful, and fo much 
ref{pected.’ 

This praife beftowed on the beneficial effe&ts of the freedom 
of the prefs, is doubtlefs very juft.—But where is the conftitu- 
tion, except that of Great Britain, which could infure the free- 
dom of the prefs? It is to the nature of our conttitution alone 
that we owe this bleffing as well as many others. 

In a poft(cript to this publication, the author throws a confi- 
derable degree of light on the ancient conftitution of France, 
with regard to the mode of convoking the States General ; 
which deferves the ferious attention of that nation ag the pre- 
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fent moment, and will not prove uninterefting to fuch Eng- 
lifh reade:s as may be particularly attentive to the important 
fubjects at this time agitated in that country. We fincerely 
with this ftrugcle for freedom may be condu@ed with wifdom 
and moderation, and finally crowned with fuc cefs; though it is 
fcarcely to be expected that complete /uccefs thould take place at 


the fi: {t efor . Pea ny, 


Ax. Il, 

Mémoires du Baron p—E ta Morte Fouque’, &c. i. e. Me- 
mors of the Baton DE LA Morte Fouque’, General of the 
Pruffian Infantry ; including his Correfpondence with Fre- 
deric II. King of Pruffia. 8vo. 2 Vols. Berlin. 1788. 


Thefe Memoirs are written (and are faid to be publifhed 
with the approbation of the prefent Baron) by Monf. G, A. 
BuTTNER; who feems to have owed his fortunes to the Gene- 
ral’s proteGtion, and who was his intimate companion during 
the latter part of his life. 

The late General, who was defcended from one of the moft 
ancient and illuftrious families in Normandy, was bornin 1698, 
at the Hague ; whither his father, who was a Proteftant, had 
fled from the perfecution which followed the infamous revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes. In 1715, when Leopold Duke of 
Anhalt Deffau was appointed to command the Pruffian army at 
Stralfund, againft Charles XII. our hero, who was then a page 
in that court, was ordered to remain with the Duchefs, His 
inclination for the fervice prompted him to entreat permiffion to 
accompany the army; but not obtaining this, he refolved to 
leave the cuurt fecretly, and to enter as a private foldier in the 
Duke’s regiment, which was then at Halle. In 1725 he was 
honoured with the notice of Frederic William, and with the 
friendfhip of the late King, which continued during the whole of 
his life; this intimacy was not difcountenanced by the old monarch, 
who allowed M. de Fouque’ to be the prince’s companion in 
his prifon at Cuftrin: he had alfo the honour to accompany 
Frederic in his retreat at Rheinfberg, where he was made Grand 
Matter of an order of knighthood, which the princes and their 
companions had inftituted among themfelves, on the principles 
of the celebrated BAYARD. ‘The emblem of the Order, was a 
fword lying on a crown of laurel, and the motto, Sans peur, et 
Jans reproche. On account of fome difagreement with his Colo- 
nel, the Prince of Anhalt, in 1739, our hero quitted the Pruffian, 
and entered into the Danifh, fervice; but was recalled by Fre- 
deric Il. immediately after his acceffion to the throne, A great 
part of the correfpondence between the King and General 
lOUQUE’, relates to the military operations in the wars of 1745 
and 1756. Of the Baron’s profeffional merit, we cannot pre- 
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fume to judge; but muft confider his royal mafter’s confidence 
and friendfhip as the moft ample teftimony in his favour. M. 
ButtTwer reprefents him as a ftrict obferver of military dif- 
cipline, and as rather fevere in enforcing it; but, at the fame 
time, as a man of the moft inviolable honour, of an humane and 
beneficent difpofition, irreproachable in his morals, and ani- 
mated with a lively fenfe of the excellence and importance of 
religion. In 1760, the King conferred on him the Provoftthip 
of the Cathedral of Brandenburg, in which city he fpent the laft 
eleven years of his life; and the correfpondence between the 
King and him during this period, which is here publifhed, is 
highly honourable to both, and contains the moft ftriking 
proofs of his Majefty’s efteem and friendfhip for the Baron. 

A few days before his death, he feemed to have a kind of pre- 
fcience of its approach, which, from his age, may eafily be ac 
counted for. His behaviour on this occafion, though fomething 
peculiar, does honour to his character as a Chriftian; and M, 
BuTTNER has related the circumftances in an interefting man- 
ner. 

After attending divine worfhip on Sunday, at the French 
church, as was his conftant cuftom, he fixed on the fpot in 
which he was determined to be interred; and, the next day, 
gave orders to have his grave prepared, with particular direc- 
tions concerning the manner in which it fhould be done. 
After this, he refolved to have his coffin made ; and one day, when 
he feemed to be rather more than commonly cheerful, had eaten 
heartily, and exprefled great fatisfaction in the pleafure which 
this circumttance gave to thofe around him; he fuddenly dif- 
miffed the fervants that had attended, and defired M. BUTTNER 
fo order his coffin; when this came home, he went into the 
apartment in which it was placed, examined it with great com- 
pofure, then uncovering his white hairs, fat down on it, and 
ordered one of his attendants to read a German hymn, which 
begins with an expreffion to this purpoie: ‘* Behold the grave! 
this is the bed on which I muft emorace death.” Never, fays 
M. Buttner, fhall I forget this venerable old man, this knight 
without fear and without reproach, thus fitting, furrounded by his 
family, who in vain endeavoured to conceal their tears. He 
then fettled all his temporal affairs, and thought of nothing, but 
his approaching paflage to eternity. Four days before his de- 
Ceafe, he defired that the Lord’s Supper might be publicly ad- 
miniftered in his chamber; and, after partaking of this with his 
whole family, and feveral members of the community, he fo- 
lemnly blefied his children, and took leave of all the attendants. 
On the fecond of May 1774, as his attendant was reading a 
prayer to him, his fon, the prefent Baron, came into his cham- 
ber, and offered to relieve the reader. His father tenderly 
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prefled his hand, and turning himfelf on one fide, fell afleep. *¥ 
make ufe of this expreffion,’ adds M. ButTtwer, * becaufe [ 
know none more proper to reprefent the infenfible tranfition of 


this great man from life to death.” _pyy’s Vicar 


see UL ” 


Voyages interefjans, &c. i. e. Interefting Voyages in different 
Colonies, French, Spanifh, Englifh, &c. Containing import- 
ant Obfervations relative to thefe Countries ; and 2 Memoir 
on the Maladies that are moft common at St. Domingo, the 
Remedies for them, and the Means of preventing them, both 
moral and phyfical. With remarkable Anecdotes, never be- 
fore printed. -Coileéted and publifhed from a great Number 
of Manufcripts, by Monf.N. 8vo. Paris. 1788. 
Notwithftanding this very long title, we have ftill to learn 

from an advertifement that the manufcripts to which the ano- 

nymous author alludes, were collected by his uncle, Monf. B. 

member of the Academy of Rochelle. In proceeding toward 

the conclufion of the work, we find that Monf. B. is a Monfieur 

Bourjeois, Secretary to the Chamber of Agriculture at the Cape 

—which appears afterward to be Cape St. Francois—fo little 

regard has this author to the time and patience of his reader. 

The work is ill-written * ; we fhould fufpe& Monf, N. not to 

be a native of France. His remarkable anecdotes are neither 

amufing nor inftructive. They relate to. perfons unknown, 
whofe names are continually exprefled by initials, not worth 
decyphering. Compared with the pompous title, this work is. 





—i. 





one illuftration among many of the ‘* Parturiunt montes—” &c.Gyl-b 





ART. IV. 


Mémoires Philofophiques, &c. i.e. Philofophical and hiftorical 
Memoirs concerning America, by Don Ant. DE ULLoa, 
Lieutenant General of the Spanifh Navy, Governor of Peru, 
F,.R.S. end Member of the Royal Academies of Madrid, 
Stockholm, and Berlin. 8vo. 2 Vols. Paris. 1787. 
Thefe Memoirs were originally publifhed at Madrid in 1772, 

under the title of Noticias Americanas, Entretenimientos Phyficos 
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* In the treatife on the difeafes prevalent at St. Domingo and 
the remedies for curing them, we find the following defcription of a 
well-known plant: ‘ The body of this tree is very branchy ; its 
leaves are of a middling fize, of a deep green, and rough to the touch; 
and it is covered all over with little bunches of flowers, whofe colour 
is nearly that of marigolds; its root purges tolerably well.’ After 
Juch a firange defcription of Ruusars, which is literally tranflated, 
let our readers form their own judgment of the author’s knowlege of 
the Materia Medica, and his qualification as a writer an difeafes, and 
their Cure. 
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Hiftoricos fobre la America Meridional y la Septentrional Oriental ; 
and they are frequently quoted by Dr. Robertfon, in his Hiftory 
of America; where that ingenious author has given the moft 
valuable part of the information which they contain. ‘They re- 
late chiefly to the climate and natural hiftory of that continent, 
and were tranflated into German by Profeflor Diez of Gottin- 
gen, and publifhed with notes by M. SCHNEIDER ; which notes 
confift, moftly, of extraéts from the feveral writers who have 
defcribed thofe countries. ‘Thefe notes are reduced into a more 
fyftematical order, and confiderably enlarged by M. LEFEBURE 
pE VILLEBRUNE, the French tranflator of this work, and of 
Count Car i’s American Letters *. 

This gentleman feems to be exceedingly defirous of eftablifh- 
ing fome hypothefis to account for the population of America ; 
but he appears rather inconfiftent in his opinions on this fubjedt. 
In this work, he feems to adopt the theory advanced by its in- 
genious author ; according to which, America was peopled, foon 
after the Deluge, by fome adventurers from the old world ; who 
having, from the prefervation of Noah in the Ark, acquired 
fome ideas of fhip-building and navigation, were accidentally 
driven from the coaft of Africa, and carried, by the trade- winds, 
firft to the Weft Indian iflands, and afterward to the continent 
of America. In his tranflation of the American Letters, he en- 
deavours to confirm CounT CaRLyi’s hypothefis, which is o€a 
very different nature, and indeed direétly oppofite to that of 
Don ANT. DE ULLOA; but the moft extraoardinary circum- 
ftance is that, in each of thefe tranflations, he refers to the other, 
and recommends both as mutually illuftrative and fupplemen- 
tary; whereas, in fact, thefe two works are very different in 
their defign, and have nothing in common except their tranf- 


nanan MOS Vicar. 


* See our laft Appendix, p. 579. We did not then know that 
M. pe VILLEBRUNE was the name of the tranilator. 





*.* Copy of a Letter addrefled to the Authors of THE MonTu- 
Ly REVIEW, relative toa paflage in M. pz Pauw’s Recherches 
Philofophiques fur les Grecs. 


‘ GENTLEMEN! 

« In Mr. Pauw’s Refearches concerning the Greeks +, a work on 
which he prefumes to beftow the epithet philofophical, and in which 
he promifes to relate all that great hiftorians have omitted, and all 
that they did not know, there is a chapter on the Amphi@yonic Coun- 
cil, on which he feems chiefly to value himfelf; boafting his difco- 
veries on this fubje& above thofe of all former writers. He tells us, 
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+ Of which you gave an account in your Jaft Appendix. 
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I. That the Amphiétyons regulated only /:tt/e matters, fuch as the 
repairs of the Temple of Delphi, and the celebration of the Pythian 
games. IJ. That thefe pretended ftates-general of Greece had fo 
little influence in public affairs, that they are not once mentioned by 
Thucydides, in his Hiftory of the Peloponnefian War, III. That the 
ruling paflion of the Amphi¢tyons was a {pirit of fuperftition. They 
undertook three facred wars againft the little villages of Phocis and 
Locris, for having levied tolls on thofe who entered their harbours, 
and for having cultivated fome fields which the Amphictyons pre- 
tended ought for ever to remain barren and defolate. Nothing can 
be more abfurd than to imagine that a piece of land fhould produce 
neither corn nor fruit trees, becaufe it had been dedicated to Apollo. 
IV. That foreign ftates treated, not with the Amphiétyons, but with 
Athens, Sparta, and Thebes, which republics became fucceflively as 
powerful as all the reft of Greece together. From which circum- 
ftances Mr. Pauw concludes that a defeét in the federal union occa- 
fioned the ruin of Greece. As if this was anew difcovery, Mr. 
Pauw avails himfelf of the imaginary triumph which it affords him, 
to decry all modern writers who have inveftigated the hiftory of 
Greece: they all repeat after one another, and even Dr. Gillies has 
not failed to copy the prejudices of his predeceflors refpecting the 
Amphifiyonic Council. 

‘ That Dr. Gillies, however, has not copied his predeceffors, but 
that Mr. Pauw has copied him, will appear from the following quo- 
tation from Gillies’s Ancient Greece, 8vo edit. vol. iii. p. 466. 

** During the /uperiority, or, in the language of ancient writers, 
during the empire of Athens, Sparta, and Thebes, the majefty of the 
Amphittyonic Council had degenerated into an empty pageant. Its 
deliberations were confined to matters of mere form; it regulated 
fome ceremonies of fuperftition ; it fuperintended games and {pec- 
tacles; it preferved peace and good order among the crowd of {tran- 
gers, who aflembled at ftated times to confult the oracle of Apollo. 
But for more than a century paft, the public manners of the Greeks 
had been directed by councils held, not at Delphi, the refidence of 
the Amphi€tyons, but in Athens, Sparta, or Thebes, in one or other 
of which the allies convened on every important emergency, ac- 
knowleging the refpective authority of thofe capitals as the heads of 
their feveral confederacies.”’ 

‘ Had Mr, Pauw attentively read the work which he prefumes to 
criticife, he would have feen that the authority of the Amphi¢tyonic 
Council varied at different times; he would have feen thefe varia- 
tions diftinétly marked; and he would have avoided .an error which 
deforms his work throughout, the confounding all chronology, and 
referring to one period the cuftoms and inftitutions of another. His 
condutt is the more reprehenfible, as it is totally repugnant to the 
maxims of German honefty. 

‘ Proceeding in the fame ftrain, Mr. P. obferves, ‘* That the 
writers of ancient hiftory have fhewn a wonderful ingenuity in dif- 
puting things that are trifling or fabulous. ‘They have colleéted the 
moft minute circumftances refpecting the Trojan war, and the Argo- 
nautic expedition—and Dr. Gillies knows the value of the Golden 
Fleece in iterling money.” , 


After 
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¢ After reading the hiftory of that expedition in Dr. G,’s work, how 
aftonifhing does it appear, that Mr. Pauw thould blame him for fay- 
ing, what he has not faid, either dire¢tly or by any poflible implica- 
tion! To elude this accufation, fhould Mr P. pretend that his criti- 
cifm is only a joke (mauvaife plai/anterie /) after the manner of the 
French, whom he is fo ill qualified to imitate, let him ferioufly con- 
fider the fable of The Afs and the Spaniel 
I am, Gentlemen! 
Your moft obedient Servant, 
Crito.’ 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For MARCH, 1789. 


AMERICA. 


Art. 22. 4 fummary Review of the Laws of the United States of 
North America, the Britith Provinces, and Weit Indies. With Ob- 
fervations, Precedents, &c. By a Barrilter of the State of Vir- 
ginia. 8vo. 2s. 6d. fewed. Robinfons. 1738. 


HOSE who expeét to find aclear account, in this performance, 
of the prefent fyftem of laws in the American provinces, will 
meet with a difappointment ; for on that head we have only a few 
detached obfervations. The bulk of the work is taken up with de- 
fining the nuiure of the jurifdiction of the Courts of Weftminiter-hall 
over the Britiin provinces, and other fimilar matters, that now have 
no refpect to the independent American States. ‘The changes that 
have taken place in thefe provinces in refpect to jurifdiftion and jurif- 
prudence, fince they became free ftates, are very imperfectly recited ; 
only a few particulars, in fome of the provinces, being {pecified. 
However, though it be, in this point of view, imperfect, the work 
may ftill prove ufeful to thofe who intend to form connections 
with any of the Weft Indian iflands, or other dependencies of this 
country ; as it will affift them in forming an idea of the mode of pro- 
cedure when it becomes neceflary for them to fue for juftice.— 
Some particulars likewife occur refpecting the recovery of debts by 
Britith fubjeéts in the United States, which deferve to be attended to 
by merchants who are engaged in commercial connections with thefe 


New States. Ae weaaey 3P- Ander pu- 


MEDICAL and CHIRURGICAL. 


Art. 23. An Effay on the malignant ulcerated Sore Threat; cone 
taining Reflections on its Caufes and fatal Effects in 1787. With 
a remarkable Cafe, accompanied with large purple Spots all over 
the Body, a Mortification of the Leg, &c. &c. By William 
Rowley, M.D. Member of the Univertity of Oxford, the Royal 
College of Phyficians in London, &c. &c. 8vo. 3s. Nourfe. 
1728. 
The Spectator began his lucubrations, by gratifying his readers 

with a deicription of his abilities, difpofition, and perfon; which 

S 4 laudable 
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laudable example, we fuppofe, Dr. Rowley had in view, when 
he informs his reader, in the introduction to this Effay, that he has 
taken a Mafter’s degree, fine gratia, at Oxford,—that he is a mem- 
ber of the royal college of Phyficians in London; that he received 
a moft regular education in this great city, attending its hofpitals, 
&e. &c.; that he was in his majefty’s fervice from 1760 to 1764; 
that he had opportunities of feerng Belleifle, Barbadoes, Guada- 
Joupe, Martinico, Havannah, and Jamaica; to which lift the doétor 
adds his ufual &ce.— That, returning from the war, he attended 
the practice of St. Thomas’s, and the other London Hofpitals, ana- 
tomical leétures, diflections, and midwifery ; that he vifited Leyden 
and Paris—obferved the practice of 2’ Hotel Dieu, la Charité, l Hotel des 
Invalids, &c. ‘That he was an Auditor at all the public lectures on 
anatomy, furgery, midwifery, botany, chemiftry, &c. in that fa- 
mous city; that on his return from thefe fpeculative and practical 
ftudies, he fixed his refidence in this great metropolis, pra¢t:fing firft 
in furgery and midwifery, and afterward folely as a phyfician, hav- 
ing obtained a medical degree from a univerfity in Scotland. 

With thefe, and many more ef ceteras, which we have omitted in 
the above abridgment, he fays, ‘ I was determined to render what 
medical knowledge I poffeffed ufeful to fociety’; and in taking on 
himfelf the office of being non /emper auditor, he hath feverely lafhed 
the ignorance of fome of our beft medical writers. 

The Cafe which Dr. Rowley relates, was doubtiefs a bad one; 
and it was fuccefsfully cured. The novelty of the doctor’s practice 
say probably appear greater to himfelf than to us: in many places 
he is as ample in its praife, as he is liberal in his encomiums on him- 
felf; and he lofes no opportunity of loading the prefent general 
mode of practice, and its followers, with unmerited reproach. 

The doctor has added a brief account of a new fpecies of acute 
madnefs, which, he fays, has lately prevailed; but he has not told 
his readers where. We fuppofe not in the great city, for had it fixed 
jts refidence there, we fhould, no doubt, have heard more of iteQ....m. 


Art. 24. 4 concife Account of a new Chymical Medicine, entitled 
Spiritus Ethereus Anodynus, or Anodyne A:thereal Spirit; con- 
taining a Relation of its very extraordinary Effects, &c. &c. 
The fecond Edition. By William Tickell. 8vo. pp. 380. Price 
5s. fewed. Bath printed, aad fold by Wallis, &c. London. 
1788. 

The general account which we gave of the firft edition of this 
work, will be found in the Review for Dec. 1787, p. 497. 

This fecond edition contains tome farther cafes of the efficacy of 
the xther, which, when properly prepared, and judicioufly admi- 
niftered, is doubtlefs a very valuable medicine. —We here meet, alfo, 
with a confiderable detail of perfonal altercation between the author, 
and an eminent medical charafer at Bath; on which we beg to be 
excufed from beftowing any great fhare of our attention.—For the 
reft, as we have no doubt of the aétual merit of Mir. Tickell’s pre- 
paration of ather, we cannot honeftly refufe it this acknowlege- 


PAENC, pe 


SUNDAY 

















MonrTHiLy CaTALocuE, Sunday Schools, &c. 265 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Art. 25. Plan: of the Sunday-Schovls and School of Induftry, efta- 
blifhed in the City of Bath; with Remarks, by a Gentleman of 
the Committee. Publifhed for the Benefit of the faid Schools. 
gvo. pp. 44. 6d. Rivingtons, &c. 17389. 

It is with pleafure that we view the rapid progrefs of the Sunday- 
fchool Inftitutions, in almoft every part of the kingdom. At Bath, 
as well as in fome other populous places, thefe truly beneficent un- 
dertakings, we find, are carried on with great fuccefs, indeed, under 
the care of perfons who have fet a moit laudable example, to thofe 
who happily enjoy the requifite affluence, and leifure, for fuch 
public-fpirited and charitable avocations.—The particulars here re- 
cited, have afforded us peculiar fatisfaction, and, we may add, 
entertainment ;—for what can yield more delight to the humane and 
reflecting mind, than the accumulation of fuch invaluable benefits, 
for the rifing generation, as will, probably, extend their happy in- 
fluence to the remotett ages of the world; and throw that additional 
weight into the fcale of religion and morality, which may do much 
toward determining a lafting balance in favour of the beft and moft 
important interefts of mankind? 

The common objeétions that have been made to Sunday-fchools, 
are here judicionfly and decifively, though briefly anfwered, in a pre- 
fatory addre/s, which is figned W. B. ‘Thele initials, we imagine, 

oint out to us the name of the worthy Major Brooke, to whofe 

philanthropy, and perfevering efforts, thefe charitable inftitutions *, 
at Bath, are greatly indebted for the fuccefs that hath attended 
them. 

La Ww. 


Art. 26. Precedents in Chancery: being a Colle&tion of Cafes in 
Chancery, from 1689 to 1722, fecond Edition, with Notes and 
References to the former and latter Reports. By Thomas Finch, 
Efq. of the Inner Temple. Royal 8vo. ros. 6d. Brooke. 1786. 
This collection of reports is held in great efteem by the Profeffion. 

The cafes in it, down to 1708, are faid to have been taken by Mr, 

Pooley, and the remainder by Mr. Robins. ‘The prefent edition is 

well executed ; it contains fome good notes, and a regular feries of 


ufeful references. But_—x 


Art. 27. The modern Pra&ice of the High Court of Chancery autho» 
rifed and digefted in a Manner wholly new; ainterfperfed with a 
Variety of the moft approved and modern Forms of practical Pre- 
cedents incidental to every Suit in the Progrefs of it, from the 
original Bill to the Decree: comprifing a Syftem of practical Know- 
lege, according to the Courfe of the Court, as at prefent eftablith- 
ed. By Robert Hinde; of the Six Clerks Office. 8vo. gs. 
bound. Brooke. 1785. 

Almoft the whole of Mr. Mitford’s Treatife [Firft Edition] is 


copied verbatim into this work. D 


— 





——— 


* We mutt not forget to mention, that in this traét we have 
a very fatisfactory account of the defign and progrefs of the Bath 
School of Indufiry, m which the children are tayght employments 
that will enable them to earn their fubfiftence. 


Art, 
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Art. 28. A Treatife on the Pleadings in Suits in the Court of Chancery 
by Englifh Bill. By john Miford, Efq. the fecond Edition. 8vo, 
7s. 6d. fewed. Owen. 1787. 

An excellent elementary treatife. But-y 


Art. 29. Office of Sheriff; thewing its Hiftory and Antiquity, the 
Manner of appointing the High Sheriff, his Under Sheriff and 
Deputies, together with the refpective Powers and Duties; to 
which is added the Mode of electing Coroners. By John Impey. 


8vo. 95. bound. Whieldon. 1786. e 


A very ufeful compilation for perfons interefted in this part of our 


law. pe 


Art. 30. Crown Circuit Ajifant; being a Collection of Precedents 
of Indi&tments, Informations, Convictions by Juftices, Inquifitions, 
Pleas, and other Entries in criminal and penal Proceedings; to- 
gether with an alphabetical Table to the Statutes relating to 
Felony, brought down to the 24 Geo. III. By Thomas Dogerty. 
8vo. gs. Uriel. 1787. 

An ufeful companion on the circuit. Dp? 


Art. 31. Office, Powers, and Furifdidion of his Majefty’s Fuftices of 
the Peace, and Commiffioners of Supply. Ain Four Books. By Ro- 
bert Boyd, LL. D. 2 Vols. 4to. 11. 11s. 6d. Boards. Mur- 
ray. 17387. 

This work relates to the law of Scotland, where, we underftand, 
it is highly efteemed. pe 


Art. 32. Repertorium Furidicum. A general Index to the Cafes 
and Pleadings in Law and Equity contained in all the Reports, 
Year-books, &c. hitherto publifhed. By T. E. Tomlins, of the 
Inner Temple, Barriiter at Law. Folio. 21. 15s. 6d. Boards. 
Uriel, &c. 1786. 

About forty years fince, the old Repertorium Juridicum, was 
publifhed, and, from its utility, acquired a confiderable portion of 
reputation. In the preface to the prefent work, Mr. Tomlins in- 
forms us that fince that time, cafes to the amount of 25,000 in num- 
ber have been publifhed, which made a new edition, with the addi- 
tion of the fubfequent cafes, abfolutely neceflary. Mr. Tomlins has 
executed this tafk, in the performance now before us. He has cor- 
rected the errors of the former work, and inferted the cafes fubfequent 


to it. Do 


Art. 33. Succin® Review of the Hiftory of Mortmain: the Statutes 
relative to charitable Utes, and a ful! Expofition of the laft Mort- 
main A&, 9g Geo. II. c. 36. comprifing the Law as it now ftands, 
relative to Devifes and Bequelis, Taxes, Leafes, Vifitation, and 
Direction of public Charities. By A. Highmore. 8vo. 4s. 
Boards. Whieldon. 1787. 

The reader will find in this work much general matter, and fome 
ufeful information. pe 


Art. 34. 4 complete Abridgment of the Law refpeding Gaming and 
Usury, with adjudged Cafes. By J. Johnion. xsvo,. as. 6d 
Randal. 17387. 

This abridgment feems to have been made with care. 
»p? Art. 
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Art. 35. Compendious Digeft of the Statute Law, comprifing the 
Subitance and Effect of all the public Acts of Parliament now in 
force, from Magna Charta to 27 Geo. III.; to which is added a 
copious Index. By J. W. Williams. 8vo, 12s. 6d. Kearfley. 
1787.—Supplement to ditto. 6d. 1788. ; 
This work will be acceptable to perfons to whom digelts of this 


nature are ufefal. De 


Art. 36. 4 full, clear, and familiar Explanation of the Law concern- 
ing Bills of Exchange, Promiffory Notes, and the Evidence on a Trial 
by ‘Fury relative thereto; with a Defcription of Bank Notes, and 
the Privilege of Attornies. By Peter Lovelafs, of the Inner ‘l’emple, 
Gent Svo. 38s. fewed. Uriel, &c. 1789. 

Mr. Lovelafs has here given us an accurate and comprehenfive 
digeit of the law relative to bills of exchange, and to the circum- 
ftances ufually attending their negociation, &c. It cannot fail, 
therefore, of being ufeful both to proteflional and to commercial men; 
but, before the author prints a fecond edition, he would do well to 
obtain fomewhat more information concerning the cuffoms of mer- 
chants refpecting bills, which are more numerous, and probably more 
important, than he feems to have imagined. Sha—p. 


MiIscELLANEOUS, 


Art. 37. Appel au Bon Sens, &c. i.e. An Appeal to good Senfe, in 
which M. de la Tour fubmits to that infallible Judge, the De- 
tails of his Conduét relative toan Affair that has made fome Noife 
inthe World. 8vo. 31 Pages. 1s,6d. Kearfley. 1789. 

M. de la Tour, who is concerned in the Courier de l’Europe, and 
ancther periodical paper called /’4fle, gives an account of his ac- 
guaintance with M. de Calonne, in confequence of thefe publica- 
tions; and informs us that being at M. de Calonre’s houfe one 
morning, according to cuftom, for the purpofe of obtaining, for 
his paper, the lateft accounts from France, he faw, in the Morning 
Poft of that day, an advertifement of the intended publication of 
Madame de la Motte’s Memoirs. M. de Calonne, on hearing this 
advertifement read to him, faid he would do any thing to hinder 
their publication. He accepted the offer of M. de la Tour to go to 
M. and Madame de la Motte, and bargain with them for the manu- 
{cript. ‘The fum which the latter demanded was fixteen hundred 
thoufand livres* [66,666]. 13s. 4d. iterling |, the value of her poffefions 
which had been feized when fhe was made prifoner in France. M. 
de Calonne did not think the demand at all exorbitant, gave M. dela 
Tour power to treat with them, and authorifed him to promife that 
fum ; he alfo ordered his banker (Sir Robert Herries) to write to 
Madame de la Motte, informing her that he (the Banker) had a 
large fum+ at the difpofal of M. de la Tour, as foon as the manu- 
{cript fhould be delivered into his hands. Depending on the banker’s 
fignature, and M. de la Tour’s promifes, fhe gave up the papers. 








* Here feems to be a great miftake. ‘The Countefs de la Motte 
fates her lofs (in her publications hereafter mentioned) at only one. 
fourth of that fum. 

_ + This large fum appears to have been 2500, 
M. de 
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M. de Calonne made feveral excufes to M. de la Tour for non-pay. 
ment, who, on his part, was under the neceflity of making alfo ex. 
eufes to M. and Madame de la Motte. Several letters were written 
to France, enquiring what was to be done with thefe papers. Wait- 
ing for anfwers, M. de Calonne read over the manufcript, and, with 
M. de la Tour, corrected the ftyle. An anfwer at laft arrived * that 
fuch memoirs only meritéd contempt.’ 

M. de la Tour, not having received from the ex-minifter the 25001, 
fterling which he had promiied him, for his trouble during a negotia- 
tion which lafted 14 months, has initituted a fuit in Chancery. 

Such is the outline of M. de Ja ‘Tour’s ftlatement of the cafe, 
Near the conclufion he fays, ‘ It is evident, as the event has fhewn, 
that M.de Calonne, when he employed me in this deplorable bufi- 
nefs, had made the following calculation : 

« If I thall be able to intimidate the Queen, I may be recalled to 
the miniftry ; or, at leaft, I may regain my blue ribbon: in that cafe, 
J thall pay M. de la ‘Your the 2500]. which 1 have promifed him; 
but if 1 fhould not fucceed, I will not pay him a fhilling, and will 
revenge myfelf by provoking Madame de la Motte to publifh the Me- 


moirs herielf.’  _—_ * 


Art. 38. An Addre/s to the Public, explaining the Motives which have 
hitherto delayed the Publication of the Memoirs of the Countefs 
de Valois de la Motte; which contains a Juftification of her Con- 
dué&t; and expofing the various Artifices which have been ufed for 
their Suppreffion. 8vo. pp. 45. 23. 6d. Ridgway. 1789. 
The Countefs de la Motte complains, with much earneftne(s and 

poignancy, of the lofs of many months time fince her arrival in 

England, during which fhe wes prevented from publifhing her Fu/i- 

featory Memoirs : a delay which fhe apprehends, and, no doubt, with 


‘good reafon, to have been very prejudicial to her interetts. 


~ 


Immediately on her arrival in England, after fhe had efcaped from 
her imprifonment in France, the Countefs had determined to Jay her 
extraordinary cafe before the Public; and her advertifements, an- 
nouncing this defign, attrating the notice of M. de Calonne, that 
ex-minifter entered into a negociation with her and her hufband, the 
Count de la Motte, for the purchafe of her papers, in order, by pre- 
venting the publication, to render au acceptable fervice to the Q. of 
F. The event of this treaty, of which all the various flages and 
circum {tances are here minutely related, proved very unfortunate to 
the diftrefled authorefs. A large fum, not lefs than 16,0001. ferling, 
was to have been the confideration, as mentioned, though not accu- 
rately, in the preceding article; butit does not appear that more 
than 120 guineas were received, although the work was given up.— 
A copy, however, having been kept, the publication has fince taken 
place: See the Juccceding articie, 

The /maller trad, now before us, is to be confidered as the har- 
binger of, or introduction to the Memoirs. in borh, the character of 
M. de Calonne is treated with great freedom and afperity ; and perhaps, 
by this time, that gentleman is convinced, that to fall into the hands 
of an exafperated female, who apprehends herfelf to have been ill 
treated, and who knows how to ufe her pen, is no trivial difafter to 
him who wiihes to poflefs the good opinion of mankind. 

10 Other 
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Other diftinguifhed perfonages are here introduced, particularly 
the French Ambaffador, who alfo, as here fet forth, obtained a copy 
of the Memoirs, to be tran{mitted to France; but which alfo failed of 
producing any beneficial confequences to the authorefs, who, now, 
moft feelingly complains of her diftrefsful fituation; though the 
feems to be much, and juftly, confoled by the reflection that, in this 
free country, the is no longer within reach of the fangs of def. 


potif{m. 


Art. 39. Memoirs of the Countefi de Valois de la Motte; containing 
a complete Juttification of her Conduét, and an Explanation of the 
Intrigues and Artifices ufed againit her, by her Enemies, relative 
to THE Diamonp Neck ace; alfo the Correfpondence between 
the Queen and the Cardinal de Rohan.—Tranflated from the 
French, written by herfelf, 8vo. pp. 289. 10s. 6d. ftitched. 
Ridgway. 179. 

Thefe Memoirs are given to the world, as ‘ containing the vindi- 
cation of injur’d innocence.’ 

« Seated as Tam,’ fays the Countefs, ‘in that happy kingdom, 
where Liberty ftretches forth her hand to the diftreffed, and affords a 
welcome afylum from the vindictive terrors of oppreflive tyranny, I 
now proceed to remove the veil which has fo long obfcured this myf- 
terious rraniaction, and expofe to public view, characters whofe crimes 
receive additional force from their elevated fituation. 

‘ I flatter myfelf that, independent of my own vindication, thefe 
Memoirs will not prove unentertaining. ‘The moral and philofophic 
reader will therein find frefh room for reflection and obfervation on 
the depravity of human nature; the courtly and political reader will 
probably find a fatisfaction in developing the myfterious intrigues 
which were in agitation, at the period of the tranfactions ; and the 
curfory reader will, I hope, be amply gratified in finding thofe mat- 
ters explained, which have probably much excited curiofity.’ 

The ***** of ****** ftands foremoflt, the moft ftriking figure in the 
extraordinary group here exhibited ; and (if the Memoirs before us 
are to be depended on) her M. has a good chance of being configned 
to that fort of * everlafting fame’ which a djftinguifhed poer has al- 
lotted to Oliver Cromwell *. 

The next portrait, in point of importance, is the Cardinal de 
R- n; who is, on this occafion, prefented to the Englifh na- 
tion as a character, the moft contemptible,—and /omething more. 

In the back-ground of the canvas, we behold Minifters of State, 
Courtiers, Judges, Lawyers—all, now, forced, in their turn, to 
feel the ftroke of the executioner, and to receive the mark of the 
branding-iron. 

We now feem to underftand the obfcure hiftory of the Diamond 
Necklace, fomewhat better than we did before; but, ftill, it is en- 
velloped in mytterious circumitances. The Countefs acknowleges 
the part which fhe acted in that ugly bufinefs ; at the fame time vin- 
dicating herfelf, on the principle of ferving and obliging the Q. by 
her affiftance in procuring for her M. this magnificent and enor- 








* <¢ See Cromwell damn’d,” &c. Pore. 
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moufly expenfive toy *, on terms, and in a mode, fuitable to her limit. 
ed circumftances, and thofe of the intriguing Cardinal, at that junc. 
ture: the unwary Countefs not having, all this while, on her part, 
the fmalleft idea that fhe was contributing to the injury of any human 
Being. 

The principal blame of the tranfaction, fo far as it had, in the firft 
intention, any appearance of fraud, is laid on the wretched C——], 
and his private arrangements. Somebody, however (when the tranf- 
action came to light), was to be the object of punifhment on this oc- 
cafion ; and in courfe, on all fuch occafions, where the honour of 
crowned heads, and the fafety of powerful princes, are concerned, 
are we to wonder if we fhould fee the hand of Juftice tremble while 
it holds the fcale, and, confequently, the equipoife not duly pre- 
ferved? We have a homely proverb— ‘‘ the weakeft goes to the 
wall.” 

It is impoffible for the humane reader to perufe thefe Memoirs 
without being imprefled with commiferation for the haplefs writer, 
whofe interefting and well-written tale furnifhes a ftriking moral for 
the intriguing retainers of acourt. ‘They will here fee what confe- 
quences may be expected from improper compliances with the vices 
or follies of the great. 

We muft not omit to inform our readers, that this publication 
contains thirty-one letters, which are given as genuine tranf{cripts 
from the originals that paffed in a fecret correfpondence between the 
HAREX Of F*E*** and the C——1l de R—-n. In the conveyance 
of thefe letters, the Countefs fays, fhe was the chofen inftrument; and 
that having opportunites of copying them, fhe availed herfelf accord- 
ingly; but, we muit confefs, that we are not perfectly fatisfied with 
this affurance. Were the letters, on both fides, given to her, for 
conveyance, unfealed? We do not recollect any paflage in the book, 
mentioning that circumftance.—She fpeaks of a great many other 
letters, of inferior account, which fhe committed to the flames, on 
the firit apprehenfion of being taken into cuftody. For the authen- 
ticity, therefore, of thefe curious but fcandalous Sraze-papers, and, 
indeed, of the whole publication, we have only the authority and 
fanction + of the Countefs de la Motte herfelf. 

To conclude, we muft do this unfortunate lady the juftice to re- 
mark, that {marting as fhe ever muft remain under the fenfe and 
remembrance of what fhe has fuffered, fhe yet appears to regret the 
neceflity which has impelled her to expofe the fecrets of her royal 
miltrefs, ‘ It has been my with,’ fays the, ‘ to fave the honour of 





* In one place the price feems, indirectly, to be mentioned, viz. 
1,600,000 livres. 

+ she fYns; however, extremely folicitous to gain and to merit 
the entire confidence of her readers. In one place fhe makes the 
following folemn appeal: * God both fees and hears me. I in his 
prefence take this folemn oath, that were I in my laft moments, I 
would repeat all thatI have here written as being the genuine truth ; 
yes, in my laft dying will, I would not alter a letter of this decla- 
ration, the firft it has been in my power to make with freedom.’ 

the 
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the Queen ; but in the abyfs into which I am more and more deeply 
plurged, can I at this day turn my thoughts to any thing befide the 
{hatter’d remains of my own honour? ‘The Public muft at length 
pronounce between HER Majesty and the atom fhe bas crufh’d.’ 


Art. 40. 4 Sketch of the Life and Chara&er of the late Dr. Monfey, 

Phyfician to the Royal Hofpital at Chelfea; with Anecdotes of 

Perfons of Rank, in Church and State. 8vo. pp. 86. 2s. 6d. 

Nuon, Great Queen-ftreet, Lincoln’s-inn-fields. 1789. 

Some ingenious triend of Dr. Monfey’s, who appears to have been 
intimately acquainted with that fingular character (by /ome compared 
to Swift), has here thrown together, in a carelefs, rambling, and 
defultory way, a number cf anecdotes and circumftances relative both 
to the Doétor and to his patrons, his affociates and acquaintance, 
whether in the higher or lower ranks of fociety. If his work is not 
regularly biographical, it is, however, a very entertaining /omething, 
which fhews that the author poffeffes a confiderable fhare, not only of 
vivacity, but, occafionally, of judgment ; which are not always conco- 
mitants.—For the information of thoie readers of our Journal, who, 
refiding in remote parts of the kingdom, knew little of Dr. M. we 
shall extraét a fhort paragraph from the geveral fketch of his character, 
with which the prefent performance concludes : 

‘ Dr. Monfey had ttrong paflions, pointed wit, and a lively ima- 
gination. His curtofity was ardent, infatiable, and often trouble- 
fome ; but then his communication was rapid, copious, and intereit- 
ing. He poffeffed a vein of humour, rich, luxuriant, and (as is the 
nature of all umour) fometimes grois, and fometimes inelegant.’ 


Art. 41. Original Letters of the late Rev. Laurence Sterne; never 
before publithed. Crown 8vo. pp. 216. 3s. fewed. Long- 
man, &c. 1788. : 
The name of Sterne is fuch a favourite with the Public, that we 

are interefted in every thing which is reported to come from his pen. 

If the letters now before us are to be confidered as an imitation of 

his epiftolary performances, they cei :nly excel every former at- 

tempt of the kind, and may even be pronounced not unworthy of ' 
that hitherto unrivalled genius. We here obferve a fimilar felicity of 
expreflion, and delicacy of fentiment; and we meet with many of 
thofe admirable touches which make their way immediately and in- 
fenfibly to our beft and pureft affections. With pleafure we add, 
that we meet with none of thofe errors with which feveral of 

Sterne’s works are juftly chargeable: no ribaldry, no paflages that 

have any tendency to raife a blufh on the cheek of modefty. We 

can, therefore, recommend this volume to thofe readers who have 

a taite for the beauties of compofition, and feeling fufficient to enter 

into the fentiments of a writer, whoever he be, that is intimately ac- 

quainted with the fecret recefles of the human heart. Si Br 


Art. 42. Sele& Views in India, drawn on the Spot in the Years 

1780~—1783, and executed in Aqua Tinta [acquatinta]. By 

William Hodges, R. A. Imperial Folio. 2 Vols. Sewell. 

Though we do not ufually notice in our Review the publications 
of prints, yet the hiftorical defcriptions accompanying the views of. 
the ruins, buildings, &c. which Mr. Hodges has reprefented in thefe 
f{uperb 
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fuperb volumes, are fuch as entitle the work to a place in a Journal 
of the literary productions and polite arts of the country. 

We have here proofs, if any had been wanting, of the antiquity of 
archite@ture in the Eaft Indies, together with a reprefentation of the 
prefent appearance of objects in a large part of Bengal, efpecially 
the towns, fortifications, places of religious worfhip, &c. 

From the ftyle of building, there is every reafon to think that it 
was brought out of Perfia, efpecially in the buildings that were 
erected fince the time of Tamerlane: the great fimilarity which it bears 
to the Gothic architeéture, is a circumftance that may ferve to amufe 
the inquifitive antiquary; and the refult of his refearches may, per- 
haps, lead to difcover the reafon why the architectural talte was, at 
one and the fame period, exactly alike at the eaftern extremity of 
India and the weftern boundary of Europe, or the means by which 
thefe diftant people, who adopted the fame principles, had com. 
munications with each other. Mr. Hodges gives the view of a gate 
leading to a mofque at Chunar Gur, as a remarkable inftance of the 

rfect fimilarity between the Indian and Gothic architecture, in 
which not only the general form of the ftructure, but the leffer deco- 
rations, as the lozenge filled with rofes, the ornaments in the fpan- 
dels of the arches, the little pannelling and mouldings, are exaétly 
fmilar. 

The Pagodas, bearing a refemblance to the Egyptian Pyramids, in 
many circumftances, except in their fize, may fuggeit an inquiry whe- 
ther the Egyptians and Indians, at fome very early period, might not 
have had connexions with each other; we fay early period, becaule 
the pyramids, both in Egypt and India, appear to be the firft or 
earlieft buildings that occur in each country: thofe of the Hindoos, 
particularly the earlieft, are formed by fimply piling ftone upon ftone, 
without any other opening, or inlet for light, than the door, which 
is only about five feet high. 

Of thefe views of buildings, the moft remarkable for its antiquity, 
is the ruin of the city of Oud, which, Mr. Hodges fays, from the 
authority of Dow’s tranflation of Feritfha’s hiftory, was the capital 
of the country twelve hundred years before the Chriftian era. To 
enter into a particular defcription of each plate would be tedious to 
our readers, and atthe fame time would convey ideas much inferior 
to thofe that might be acquired by a fight of the engravings, which, 
as being executed in acgua-tinta, are truly beautiful. ‘Ihe fize of 


each plate is 19 inches by 13. Rio... m. 


Art. 43. 4 brief and poetical Declaration from a Recovering Minifter 
to his Friends. By the Right Hon. W. Pitt, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. With Intelligence extraordinary. 4to. pp. 23. 
1s. 6d. Ridgway. 1789. 

A tolerable piece of burlefque, confidering that it comes from the 
lofing fide, which is feldom feen to laugh. ‘The ridicule, how- 
ever, of * the Georgium Sidus, after being obferved for a time, 
rifing from his chamber in the aft,’ is, furely, rather mal a pro- 
pos to the general NATIONAL REJOICING, which took place with- 
in a day or two after the appearance of this fcofing piece of 
wit. ’ 


Art. 








 — ro . 








Montuiy CaTaLocue, Political. 273 


Art. 44. 4 Letter from a Gentleman on board an Indiaman, to his 
Friend in London, giving an Account of the Ifland of Joanna, in 
the Year 1784. S8vo. 1s. Stockdale. 1788. 

This letter is but a flimfy compofition, confidered as a publica- 
tion ; though as a private letter to a friend, it was important enough 
for the fubjec&t. Some little confequence is indeed affumed from cor- 
recting the erroneous reprefentations of this ifland by the Abbé Ray- 
nal, and Major Rooke; from the exaggerations of both of whom, 
the author makes large drawbacks; a fate that will often attend 
writers of the greateft abilities, who venture to form opinions on the 
reprefentations of others: and this ifland, according to the anony- 
mous Letter-writér, is not fo picturefque in beautiful land{capes as 
the Abbé defcribes it, nor do the inhabitants merit the refpectable 
character given of them by the Major. 

Joanna is one of the Comora iflands, and is here placed in 12° 
30 S. lat. and in 44° 15° E. long. The hills in the ifland are co- 
vered with wood, but are fteep and difficult of accefs. The vallies 
exhibit only a miferable town, with a few irregular plantations of 
cocoa nuts: and there is not one mule or afs in all the ifland. The 
original natives, in number about 7000, occupy the hills, and are 
generally at war with the Arabian interlopers, who eftablifhed them- 
felves on the fea coait by conqueft, and are about 3000 in number, 
Thefe latter are defcribed as poor miferable beings, who not being 
able to carry on any extenfive degree of cultivation, on account of 
their being expofed to the depredations of the mountaineer natives, 
fubfift chiefly by fupplying the India fhips who touch there for refrefh- 
ment, with a few cattle and tropical fruits. As for their ability to 
accommodate ftrangers on fhore, the writer fays, one day’s trial will 
convince any man, that he will be much more comfortable on board 
his fhip, or in a tent, than in their filthy hovels. Even in the houfe 
of their prince, the beft decorations of the walls are fixpenny looking- 
glaffes, and broken china; an old chet, or a bed, are the only feats 
to be found, and tlie paffiges are choaked with dirt. VV 


Art. 45. Hints for City Amifement; or Bank Oratory anticipated, 
&ce. S8vo. Od. pp. 24. Harley. 1788. 

_ A humorous anticipation of {peeches expected to be made, at a 

General Court of the Proprietors of the Bank of England, in Sept. 

lait, 1738. It was firft publifhed in the Whitehall Evening Pol; 

and is now reprinted with corrections and additions. 


POLITICAL, 


Art. 46. Hiffory of the Royal Malady, with Variety of entertaining 
Anecdotes. To which are added, Strictures on the Declaration of 
Horne Tooke, Efq. refpecting ‘* Her Royal Highnefs the Princefs 
of Wales,” commonly called (the Hon.). Mrs: Fitzherbert. With 
interefting Remarks on a Regency. By a Page of the Prefence. 
4to. pp. 88. 5s. Sold by the Author, in Sloan Square. 178g. 
An impudent, audacious publication, which fhould not have been 

honoured with the, leait. notice in the M. Rev. had it not produced 

other tracts, which muft, in courfe, be mentioned, in connection 
with their unworthy parent. 

Rev, March, 1739, T Art. 
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Art. 47. Alfred; or, a Narrative of the daring and illegal Meafures 
to {upprefs the [above] Pamphlet, &c. &c. 8vo. 1s. Gd. Soild 
as before mentioned. 

We are forry to fee a writer, who certainly poflefies confiderable 
talents, employing them to fuch wretched purpofe, as the abufe of a 
monarch whom every good man loves ; and in whofe happy recovery 
from his late alarmivg indifpofition, millions of grateful hearts are 
now rejoicing.—-Can compliments from fuch a pen as that of the Rev, 
Dr. Withers, the author of thefe literary nuifances, be acceptable to 
any gentleman in adminiftration ? 


Art. 48. Alfred unmafk’d; or, the New Catiline. Intended as a 
Pair of Speétacles for the fhort-fighted Politicians of 1789. 8vo. 
pp. 33. Is. Faulder. 

We were in hopes, laft month, that the hoft of political railers at 
Mr. Pitt, and the meafures of Adminiltration refpecting the intended 
Regency, were all pafled by; but a few ftragglers, we fee, are yet 
behind ; as is ufual when troops are on the march, 


Art. 49. A Letter to the Author of Alfred, and the Hiftory of the 
Royal Malady. By aCiergyman. ato. 6d. Walter, &c. 

A ferious and judicious expoftulation with Dr. Withers, on the in- 
decency and falfehood of his publications refpecting his Majefty’s late 
indifpofition. If any of Dr. W.’s readers are approvers of his pam- 
phlets, we would recommend to them an impartial perufal of this 


Letter. 


Art. 50. na important Narrative of Fa&s; in Anfwer to the erro- 
neous Statement given by Dr. Withers, in his Pamphlet of //- 
fred, containing the Correfpondence between Dr. Withers and 
J. Ridgway, on the Publication of the Hiltory of the Royal Ma- 
lady, &c. and the Author’s Motives for fubmitting this Detail to 
the ae 8vo. zs. pp. 56. Ridgway. 1789. 

The morley materials of which this pamphlet is compofed, are 
given in the form of a letter to Mr. Ridgway ; figned Richard Davis, 
Piccadilly. ‘The character of Dr, Withers will reap no advantage 
from this publication. 


Art. 51. Legal Confiderations on the Regency, as far as it regards 
Ireland. 8vo. pp. 26. 1s. Stockdale. 

It appears that this piece was written before the Regency Bill was 
introduced into parliament, and at the time when we were firft given 
to underfland that the Irifh meant to make the Prince of Wales Re- 
gent of Ireland without limitations. The legality of this defign is the 
point here brought under confideration; and the quettion is deter- 
mined in the negative.—The author treats his fubjeét with due gra- 
vity, and, as we apprehend, with good judgment. He fhews that 
the Stat. 23 Geo. LIL. does not apply to the fubject under confidera- 
tion. The words of the aét are, as here quoted, ‘‘ That the right 
claimed by the people of Ireland, to be bound only by laws enatted 
by his Majefty, and the Parliament of that kingdom, fhall be efta- 
blifhed for ever, and fhall at no time be queftioned, or queftionable.” 
This law, our author contends, was not meant to reftrain the Parliament 
of Great Dritain from enacting fuch laws, refpeciing the Crown and its 
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{mperial authority, as fhall bind the people of Ireland. For his rea- 
foning on this head, we mutt refer to the pamphlet.—On the whole, 
he feems to have fully eftablifhed his main point, which is to fhew— 
That the Jate-refolutions of the Irifh Parliament, in appointing the 
Pp. of W. Regent, ‘ are warranted neither by law nor by the coniti- 
tution ; and to fay the leait of them, are utterly void.’ 


Art. 52. RefieZions on the Confequences of his Majefty’s Recovery from 
his late Indi/pofition. In a Letter to the People of England. 8vo. 
pp. 61. 1s. 6d. Robinfons. 

The date of this Letter is Feb. 16; fince which time, about a 
month elapfed before its publication, ‘The writer’s reflections are of 
a nature fo very ferious, that they cannot but merit the candid re- 
gard of the public. His great objeé& is to call our attention to what 
pofibly may, but we hope never will, happen, a relapfe into that dif- 
order from which, God be praifed, his Majefty is declared, on the 
beft authority, to be happily recovered! Our author produces in- 
ftances, from hiftory, of the relapfes of royal convalefcents, the con- 
fequences of which have been moft dreadfal to their fubjects ;—and 
it is to prepare our minds, and pave the way for provifonal meafures, 
for our national fecurity *, againft future contingencies of this me- 
lancholy but highly important nature, that he lays his thoughts be- 
fore the public.—He writes in a ftyle and manner that feem, as far 
as anonymous writers are to be credited, to indicate the worthieft in- 
tentions; and his abilities appear to be fuch as may, perhaps, en- 
title him (in the eftimation of intelligent readers) to rank among our 
beit political writers. 


Art. 53. Odbfervations upon the late national Embarraffment, and the 
Proceedings in Parliament relative to the fame. By J. L. de 
Lolme, LL.D. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Debrett. 1789. 

A fecond edition of a pamphlet mentioned in our laft Review, en- 
titled, The prefent national Embarraffment confidered. It was then 
publifhed without the author’s name. As the national buofinefs has 
fince continued in a progreffive ftate, ‘ the pamphlet is again offered 
to the public, with confiderable alterations’ [and additions], * which 
werebecome neceflary for rendering the fubjeét{ufficiently intelligible.’ 
This xecefzty we hinted at, in the former fhort notice which we took 
of Dr. De Lolme’s [then axonymous] publication. A Poffcript is 
now added, containing an ingenious explanation of the rights of the 
Heir Apparent ; and fome acute remarks on the condu@, refpectively, 
of the contending parties, in the courfe of the late proceedings. 


Art. 54. The Fall of Fa&ion; or Edmund’s Vifion, &c. Ato, 2s. 6d, | 
32. Walter in Piccadilly. 1789. 
This comes from Mr. J’ other-Side; who aims to be witty, at the 
expence of Mr. Burke, and the whole court of Carleton Honfe. If, 
in this attempt, the author is not altogether fuccefsful, we dare fay 


~— 





* This Author has, himfelf, hinted fome remedies ; but they feem, 
even in his own apprehenfion, improbable and vifionary : particularly 
Waere he talks of refgnations. 


T 2 it 








- D> wees 





276 MonTHLY CaTALoGuEe, Political, 


it is more his misfortune than his fault. ‘The honeft gentleman has, 
no doubt, done his be/?. 
Art. 55. Od/ervations on ‘‘A Letter to the moft infolent Man alive*,” 


4to. pp. 22. 418. 6d. Walser in Piccadilly. 

It was unneceflary for this unknown Od/erver to attempt a defence 
of the charaéter and conduét of our popular Minifter, while he ac- 
knowleges that they need no defence, p. 21.—Mr. Pitt may, how. 
ever, hold himfelf, in tome degree, obliged to this advocate, for his 
zeal and good intention, whatever may be thought of his abilities as 


awriter. 


Art. 56. The Letter to the moff infolent Man alive anfwered. $vo, 
pp. 30. 4s. Stockdale. 

A very fevere attack, as we fuppofe, on Mr. Sheridan, under the 

idea that he is the author of The Letter, &c. The **#*** of #k+He, 

and the whole Oppofition-party, come in for their fhare of this lite. 


rary baftinado. 


Art. 57. A Letter to the Right Hon. Charles James Fox, on the late 
Conduét of his Party. 8vo. 1s. 6d. pp. 53. Ridgway. 

Written during his Majefty’s illnefs, and dated Feb. 13th. The 
author took up the then (as it /eemed) declining caufe of the Admi- 
niftration, with great fpirit and energy. /Mr. Fox, and his party, 
never had a feverer lecture. Whoever the author is, he appears to 
be far fuperior to the common herd of pamphleteers, by which the 
nation is, at prefent, over-run. His Letter was publifhed in the latter 
end of the laft month; but did not come to our hands foon enough 
to be included in the long lift of tracts relative to the Regency, given 


in the Review for February. 


Art. 58. Four pleafant Epifiles, written for the Entertainment and 
Gratification of Four unpleafant Characters, wiz. A very EXALTED 
Susyect in his Mayesty’s Dominions; the moff uNPATRIO- 
Tic Man alive! ! the mo? artrruLt Man alive!! and Seconp 
CuitpHoop. By Albion. 4to. pp. 39. 2s. 6d. Prieft, in 
Holborn. 1789. 

Pleafant Epifties! To whom will they be pleafant? Not to the 
reader ;—for a difplay of the vices and follies of public men, whofe 
condu&t may greatly affect the welfare of the nation, can afford no 
gratification to a reflecting mind. Nor will thefe Epiftles be plea- 
fant to the perfons addreffed in them ;—for what man will be fond of 
viewing his natural face in a glafs, which reflects to him a bad com- 
plexion, and ugly features ?—For < pleafant,’ then, read unplea/ant. 

Thefe Letters, however, are not dull. ‘They are written with 
point and fpirit, and all the licentious freedom of the times; but the 
author frequently expreles himfelf with a degree of inaccuracy that 
difcraces his language. 

The ¢ unpleafant characters’ to whom Mr. Albion addreffes thefe 
Epifiles (befide the very EXALTED SuBJECT, whom we are forry to 
fee treated in fo ‘ uxp/eayant’ a manner) are Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, 
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* See our laft month’s Catalogue, Art. 42. 
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end Mr. Burke. The obloquy thrown upon gentlemen (on party- 
ground) may anfwer the end of writers on either fide; but to enlarge 
ypon it, would not fuit the nature of a literary Journal. 

The canduét of the three chara&ers jult mentioned, with refpect to 
the late agitated queftion of Regency, appears to have drawn upon 
them the wit and vengeance of this writer, and other literary cham- 
pions of Adminiftration. 


Art. 59. An Explanation of the miftaken Principle on which the Com- 
mutation Ac? was founded: and the Nature of the Mitchiefs that 
muft follow from a Perfeverance in it. In a fecond Addrefs to 
the Public from Thomas Bates Rous, Efg. 4to. pp. 22. 15. 6d, 
Debrett. 1789. 

Mr. Rous’s firit addrefs was noticed in our Review, vol. Ixxv. 
p- 146. In this fecond addrefs, he commences with afferting ‘ that 
no tax on fixed property can be made to yield iufficient to be a fub- 
ftitute for revenue, drawn from articles of general confumption, 
without being ruinoufly oppreflive.’ He exemplifies the truth of 
this pofition by that productive fource of revenue—Matr. By com- 

aring the value of the barley from which it is produced, with the 
value of all the produce of all the land in England, the proportion 
between them will be found very imall; ‘ and yet (he fays) it yields 
with eafe to the Exchequer, afum that nine /hillings in the pound ad- 
ditional tax on the land would fcarcely equal.’ This conclufion 
may be right; but the reader would have given to it a more ready 
aflent, had the author demonffrated its truth. He afterward iftates, 
by the returns from the Excife Oflice, that the revenue derived from 
the beer, diftillery, and malt duties, amounts, in a favourable year, 
to four millions fterling; and then fays, ‘ The idea of extravagantly 
multiplying the confumption of any foreign produce, that may affect 
this great national fupport, by ¢rowing off the duties, and rendering 

it very cheap, is perhaps as alarming as any ever entertained by a 

Minifter.? Mr. Rous has not fhewn that the malt duties have de- 

creafed fince the Commutation A& took place. 

Mr. R. procceds with a number of obfervations on the quanti- 
ties of different teas imported, the revenue thence arifing, and the 
dificulty which the Company have in fupplying the market ; and he 
thus concludes + 

‘ If Adminiftration, when it had fully determined on the policy of 
the meafure of altering the duties on tea, had proceeded with temper 
and judgmenot,—if inftead of commuting all the duties except 122 
per cent, tor an opprefiive window tax, one half of the duties had been 
taken from the inferior forts, and fomething more from the loweft, 
in which the {muggler chiefly dealt, and on which the duties were 
confiderably higher than on fine teas, this meafure would have dee 
feated the illegal trade both in foreign and fictitious tea,—had then 
the fame meatures been fteadily purfued at the Eaft India Houfe (un- 
der the controul of Government as the A&ct direéts) which were 
adopted at the commencement of the prefent fcheme, but foon from 
the overwhelming effect relinquifhed,—had the quick fucceflive fales 
been fupplied with quantities equal to the demand of every dealer, 
fo as to prevent fpeculation, which might have been done without 
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danger of increafing the confumption of fie tea (which is, as T have 
fhewn, the fource of all the mifchief), it would foon have been 
found, that the leffer duty on the extended /egal quantity would have 
yielded“a revenue, not only much larger than the prefent duty united 
with the opprefive window tax, but much larger than ever was before 
received from tea. From this meafure no injury could have hap- 
pened to the country. But if the Minifter difregards the mifchiefs I 
have defcribed, and makes revenue his only obje&, by throwing off 
alfo half the duties from the fine teas, he might have obtained a large 
revenue indeed, and the mitchiefs, though confiderable, would cer- 
tainly have been lefs than from the prefent meafure. He would 
likewife have found it a more eafy and effectual method of fucceeding 
in his primary object, than by giving up all the duties but 123 per 
cent. for a window tax. For, in forming a plan to defeat the imug- 
gier, by lowering the duties, e/pecial care fhould be taken not to create 
a demand for the commodity, which cannot be permanently Jupplied from 
alegal fource. ‘The prefent ill digeited meature, trom its enormous 
effects, has failed in the execution, afier having, in the attempt, 
created an infatiable demand through the kingdom, and opened a 
larger field for the fmuggler than ever, leaving the means of refift- 
ing him more difficult in future.’ a 

Such is Mr. Rous’s plan for regulating the duties on this article of 
foreign luxury. It has every mark of plaufibility ; but the author’s 
quick conceptions carry him fometimes too falt for readers who pof- 
fefs only ordinary perception. More demonftration would have been 
agreeable to many readers. R —_— 


PoETRY. 


Art. 60. The Regency, aPoem. 4to. pp. 35. 25. 6d. Stalkers, 
&e. 17389. 
An attempt to ridicule the Prince ot Wales, and his party, in verfes 
that are only abufve. The Poet’s ear is fo very defective, that he 
gives us ‘ idea,’ as a rhime to ‘ fear.’ 


Art. 61. The Antagonifts of Peter Pindar cut into Atoms, in a furious 
Epiltle to Peter Pindar, Efqg. By Tom Plumb. gto. pp. 20. 
1s. 6d. Kearfley. 1789. 

This zealous admirer and defender of Peter Pindar’s Rerling wit, 
be-rhimes and be-praifes him in Birmingham bafe metal. 


Art. 62. Political Adoration; or, An Addrefsto the Devil. By the 
Four Fienp Fiinserricippetr. gto. * pp. 17. 18. 6d, 
Ridgway. 1789. 

The Foul Fiend dire&ts the whole force of his wit and virulence, 
which is not inconfiderable, againft Mr. Pitt. His manner, as ex- 
hibited in this political fquib, reminds us of the fpirit and turn of 
Swift’s Legion Club.— It is remarkable, that, in a Chriftian country, 
the principal objection againft our young Palinurus is, ‘That, as yet, 
he makes no figure in the annals of adultery and fornication —O 
tempora! O mores! 

* There is a motto, manufaciured in Engli/e Greek, to ridicule the 
claffical erudition of Lord Belgraye. 
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Art. 63. The Poet’s Reftriions ; or, the Prince of Wales’s Laureate ; 
with political and literary Characters. 4to. pp. 36. 28. Stalker. 


1739. 

This author, though not a Swift, a Prior, or a Peter Pindar, pof- 
fefles fome jocularity ; and jocularity would, perhaps, conftitute his 
beit pretenfion to what he here folicits ; viz. the office of Poet Lau- 
reate to Carlton Houle. 

Addrefling himfelf to the Prince, he reminds his Royal Highnefs 


of the importance of poetic praife: 


‘ Your ftately columns tower in vain, 
Where yet no Mufe has rais’d her ftrain. 
In vain yon architraves afcend, 
Where Pegafus was never kenn’d. 
Your tablatures in vain are hung, 
Where never Poet fweetly fung ; 
Th’ unfocial board is idly fpread, 
Where bard ne’er fhew’d a laurel’d head. 
Each glafs—the taftelefs wines difgrace, 
Where Lyric never found a place. 
* * * * 
Then make the rifing pile complete, 
The Prince’s—and the Poet’s feat: 
So fhall aftonifh’d Grub-ftreet fee 
No Prince like you, nor bard like me.’ 
The foregoing lines may ferve as a {pecimen of the would-be Lau- 
reate’s abikities :—they are far from being the worlt in the poem. 


Art.64. The Female’s Meditations; or common Occurrences fpi- 
ritualized, in Verfe. By Hannah Wallis. 4to. 3s. 6d. fewed. 
Matthews, &c. 1787. 

Specimen,—taken from the introductory poem, entitled ‘ 4 Prayer 
to God for a Bleffing to this Work :? 
‘ Correct this work, my God, I pray, 
Let it carreéted be: 
Amend each line, when ’tis reviewed, 
Thou all its faults can fee.’ 


here is more propriety in this requeft than fome may imagine ; 
for it does not feem to be in the power of any Suman being to render 
tolerable the verfes of this poor Methodift,—as we {uppofe her to be.— 
She has furnifhed, however, a new image for the humorous author of 
the ‘T'reatife on the Bathos, were he ftill living. —To his catalogue of 
earthly employments for the moft fublime of all Beings, he would 


‘add that of A CorRRECTOR OF THE PREss. 


ARTS. 
Art. 65. An Addrefs to the Public, on e Polygraphic Art; or the 
i 


copying or multiplying Pictures, in Colours, by a chemical 

and mechanical Procefs, the Invention of Mr. Jofeph Booth, Por- 

trait Painter. 8vo. pp. 18. 1s. Cacell, &c. 1788. 

; Mr. Booth pofieffes the art of copying (we believe, mechanically) 
pictures in oil colours. The pamphlet before us is not a — 
T 4 0 
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of the method which he ufes, but a difplay of the good effects of his 
invention, and an invitation to the Public to fee his exhibition. We 
faw it with pleafure, laft winter. ‘The original pictures are placed in 
the middle of 20 or 30 copies of each, and we acknowlege, that it 
requires Lyncean eyes, with the niceft fkill, to difcover the original, 
amid the furrounding copies. Mr. Booth will, no doubt, meet with 
that encouragement froin the difcerning Public, which his ingenious 
invention feems to merit. 


THEOLOGY. 


Art. 66. Odfervations Jur les Ecrits de M. de Voltaire, principale. 
ment fur la Religion. Par M. E, Gibert, Minifire de la Chapelle 
Royale de St. Fames. 12mo, 2 Vols. 7s. fewed. Payne, &c. 
1788. 

‘The pious author of thefe volumes acquaints us, in his preface, 
that, alarmed at the progrefs of Infidelity, he has taken up the pen, 
in order to guard the weak and unthinking, againit the fophifms, 
mifreprefentations, and lies (men/onges), fo generally prevalent in 
the works of M. de Voltaire.—We doubt not his fincerity, and we 
commend his zeal. It is the duty of every good fhepherd to watch 
continually over his flock, and to guard them, perpetually, againit 
every attempt of the wolf. M. Gibert deferves encouragement, 
not only on account of the goodnefs of his intention, but ‘becaufe 
his work, as far as he has yet proceeded i in the publication, abounds 
with Sudicioas obfervations, and weighty arguments in defence of 
our religion, againft the attacks of a witty and moft licentious 
writer.—lie saforme Us, in an advertifement, that fhould the pre- 
fent /pecimen be approved by the public, it is his intention to con- 
tinue the work; and that the whole will be comprifed in fix or 
wight volumes. Alay fucce/s, and a numerous fubfcription, attend kim! 

We would not, however, acvile M. Gibert to think too lightly 
of his adverfary, nor affect to treat him as a filly fellow *. Any 
want of liberality on the part of the Chriftian, may only tend to dif- 
crecit his good caute, anal to throw fome weight into the fcale of an 
Ingenicus Opponent. 


art.67. 4 Charze te pred to the Clergy of the Diccefe of Landaff, 
in June 17388. By R. Watfon, D. D. &.R.S. Bithop of Landaif. 

Svo. pp. 76. . 6d. fewed. Evans. 

This pamphlet contains two traéts; the firft of which is the 
charge above menuon:d; the other is, an dadre/s to young perfons 
after confirmation. Concerni ng the latter, we are informed that it 
13 foon to be publifhed {eparately, at the price of one fhilling, which 
we hear with pleafure, as we thinix it calcalated to be of “effential 
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fervice. "The Charge is, as might be expected, fenfible, judicious, 
and replete with liberal and ufef-' fentiments. ‘The candour and 
piety, as well as the knowlege and learning of the Author, are dif- 
played in recommending with great earneftnefs, to his clergy, the 
careful ftudy of the evidences of Divine Revelation ; and at the fame 
time while he mentions thofe parts of practical truth and religious 
doétrine in which all Chriftians agree, advifing, by implication at 
leait, modefty and diffiidence as to thofe points in which the wife and 
the worthy have conftantly feen fome caufe to differ: The following 
is one of the dire&lions—* Not to nasrow the foundations of faith, 
not to teach any doctrine as necefflary to be believed, how true foever 
you may efteem it, which is not in Scripture expreisly declared to 
be neceflary..—We read, with fimilar fatisfacétion, the Bifhop’s re- 
mark—* that the prefent Church of England, had the the power, 
would be as far from treading in the fanguinary footlteps of the 
former Church of England, as the Britith legiflature would be now 
from granting her the authority of doing it, which was fo fuper- 
ftitioufly conceded to her, in an age of ignorance and ecclefiaftical 
domination.?—We derive equal pleafure from the hint which his 
lordfhip gives, when he fays, —‘ The day, we truft, is not far 
diftant, when profeffion of Belief in the Divine Miffion of Jefus Chrift, 
as related in the authentic records of the Bible, will be confidered as 
a comprehenfive bond of Charity, fitted to unite (which is the main 
thing) in mutual forbearance and good will at leaft, if not in coms 
munity-ef worfhip, ail denominations of Chriftians.’—But we re- 
commend it to the reader to perufe the pamphlet himfelf; and we pra- 
ceed to take alitcle farther notice of the other treatife, which js as 
well adapted to promote the great and important cauie of early piety 
and virtue, as the former is to admonifh and animate the clergy. 
It manifefts a benevolent zeal for the beft interefts of youth; it has 
energy of diction, and ftrength of fentiment; and the flyle, we ap- 
prehend, is fufficiently plain and clear for every clafs, efpecially if 
they will read it with due attention, 7. 


Art. 63. Efay on the Kingdom of Chriff. By Abraham Booth. 
1zmo. is. Buckland. 3788. 

This writer follows numbers who have well difplayed the fpiritual 
nature of Chriftianity. Dr. Hoadly, bifhop of Wincheiter, ranks 
among the firft of thefe, yet we conceive he would hardly have con- 
curred with the prefent author in afferting that national eftablifh- 
ments are fecular kingdoms, and unworthy the name of Chriftian 
churches. ‘ What,’ he afks, * has the policy of princes or of pre- 
Jates to do in maintaining, or in extending an empire of truth and 
of rectitude ?—They may adorn the exterior of public worfhip—may 
dignify the minifters with pompous titles,—and inveft them with 
temporal power, &c. &c.—but the empire of ‘Ze/us Chriff difdains 
them all, becaufe they belong to the kingdoms of this world.’— 
Again,—* As the laws of Chrift fay nothing about the admiffion of 
One or another, on account of his domeitic or civil conneétions, nor 
yet for his wealth or influence, his parts or learning; fo they are 
equally filent about pecuniary fines, or fatisfactory penances, about 
civil difabilitics and corporal punifhments ;—the former being quite 
foreign 
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foreign to qualifications for a fpiritual kingdom, the latter muft be 
utterly abhorrent from the Jaws with which it is governed, being 
manifefily the inventions of antichrift, and the fupporters of his cruel 
throne. Civil penalties, in this cafe, are adapted to génerate fear, 
and sromote hypocrify; to fupprefs truth and render Chriftianity 
itfelf fufpicious.’—Though we cannot withhold our affent from fe- 
veral of this writer’s obfervations, yet, in other inftances, we cannot 
entirely concur with him. His cenfures fall, in a degree, on differ- 
ent parties of Chriftians.— Any perfon, however, may perufe the 
book with advantage, although he may not always adopt the author’s 


opinions. it. 

Art.69. Ccnfiderations upon the Ufeand Abufe of Oaths judicially taken; 
particularly in refpect of Perjury. By the Rev. Robert Pool 
Finch, DD. Prebendary of Weftminiter, and Reétor of St. 
John the Evangelift in that City. 8vo. 6d. Rivingtons. 
1788. 

The fanion of an oath is the ftrongeft hold that the law can take 
of the confciences of men, to bind them to adhere to their obliga- 
tions, or to declare the truth when they are queilioned on occafions 
which concern the welfare of fociety. The Rev. author of this well 
jntended tract, obferves, * that both from the nature of man and the 
nature of things, there arifes a neceflity for oaths in a judicial fenfe, 
whenever the dearett privileges, interefts, properties, and enjoy- 
menis of mankind are at ftake, inafmuch as without this fanc- 
tion, diitrefs, and confufion of the very worft kind muft enfue.’ 
Hence he argues the great importance of adminittering them with 
folemnity, and of eftabiithing their force and influence. ‘The fre- 
quent impofition of them, which the various tranfaCions in fociety 
have been thought to require, is one great cavfe of weakening their 


force; for ‘oaths given and taken frequently, will be given and 


taken irreverently, till at laft, many will regard them very little 
more than they do common {fwearing.’ The author very juitly im- 
putes the guilt of perjury, to the frequency of common {wearing, 
which deiftroys all reverence for a folemn appeal to the great Author 


‘of nature for the truth of our words or actions on particular occa- 


fions ; the vulgar habit of disfiguring converfation with horrid ex- 
pletives, ought therefore, if the general relaxation of morals will 
allow it, to be difcouraged by all the powers vefted in magiftracy. 
The judicial mode of adminiftering oaths to witneffes, or of taking 
affidavits before mafters in Chancery, will not imprefs the parties 
{fworn, with a becoming fenfe of the awful a& they are about. In 
the former cafe, the oath is hurried over as faft as the words can be 
carelefsly uttered by the clerk, the time of adminiitering being an 
interval of inattention to the whole court, till it is recalled by the 
queitions propofed to the party fworn. In the latter cafe, the door 
of a room, wherein a matter in Chancery is prefumed to fit (for be 
is not always feen), is juft opened fo as to admit the clerk to fill 
the gap, and rehearfe the oath to the party ftanding without! Is 
there any thing in all this calculated to infpire men with a religious 


revereace for truth? Do not the parties adminiftering fuch oaths 


confider 
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confider them as mere matters of form, and reft folely on the terrors 
of legal punithment, if falfity can be detected ? 

Dr. Finch thinks, on account of the enormity and fatal confe- 

vences of perjury, that the crime fhould be punifhed with death. 
Bat a man hanged for an example, is foon forgotten; the punith- 
ment is far more fevere, and the example more lafting, when he is 
left to exift, branded with the difgrace and incapacities involved in 
a conviction of the crime: if he is fhamelefs enough to remain at 
home, he walks about under the infamy of being a wretch unworthy 
of any confidence, becaufe no obligations can bind him; if he flies 
bis country, no one can be better fpared; and fhould he have any 
compunttion, he has time to repent, and recover fome character 


elfewhere. NW. 





SINGLE SERMONS. 


I. Preached at the Anniverfary Meeting of the Sons of the Clergy, 
at St. Paul’s, May,10, Va By Anthony Hamilton, D. D. 
Archdeacon of Colcheftér, Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majefty, 
&c. &c. To which are added, Liits of the Stewards for the Feafts 
of the Sons of the Clergy; together with the Names of the 
Preachers, and the Sums collected at the Anniverfary Meetings 
fince the Year 1721. 4to. 1s. Rivingtons. 1788. 

Though this difcourfe is well adapted to the occafion, it contains 
nothing fufficiently new, or interciting, to require our particular 

attention. E. 


II. Preached before the Lords, &c. in the Abbey Church of Weft- 
minfter, January 30, 1789. Being the Anniverfary of King 
Charles’s Martyrdom. By George, Lord Bifhop of Lincoln, 4to. 
pp. 18. 1s. Cadell. 

This difcourfe, founded on John, viii. 33. is fenfible, liberal, 
and elegant. ‘The Bifhop has treated his fubje&t with judgment and 
candour. He acknowleges that Charles I. avowed the moit uncon- 
ftitutional principles; that he manifetled a determined contempt for 
the deareft rights and moft valuable privileges of the people; and 
that he repeatedly violated hig{promife refpecting the difcouragement 
of popery —He obferves that ‘ a filent acquiefcence in thefe exer- 
tions of lawlefs power muft have quickly ended in the fyftematic 
eitablifhment of abfolute monarchy, and probably in the reftoration 
of popery. It became, therefore, the duty of every individual to 
check the progrefs of the pernicious meafures.’ 

His Lordfhip confefles, ‘ that many of thofe, who took a leading 
part in the beginning of thefe troubles, were actuated by the purett 
motives; their only wifh was to fave the Conftitution, by reftraining 
the King’s authority within its due bounds.’ 

He adds, ‘ Whilit they were feeking redrefs for the illegal con- 
duct of the King, they were promoting fuch an act of injyffice and 
murder as no other hiftory affords.” How far the tran{actions of that 
day deferve thefe harfh epithets, we leave to our readers to deter- 
mine, 
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Many juft and pertinent obfervations are fcattered through this 
difcourfe : one of them deferves particular notice, viz. If both parties 
bad aéted agreeable to the principles of the Chrifiian religion (which, 
as it condemns faction and rebellion, fo likewife defpotifm and tyranny), 
the catafrophe of this day would not have happened. _ 

The Bifop adds, in conclusion, ¢ The recollection of the cala- 
mities and opprefions under which this kingdom groaned for the 
greateft part of the Jalt century, fhould infpire our minds with a juit 
fenfe of gratitude to the Supreme Difpofer of all events, who has 
deflined us to reap in peace and fecurity the fruits of thofe ftruggles.” 
—‘ Let us be temperate in the enjoyment, and fteady in the fup- 
port, of true liberty. Let us not endanger it by yielding to the 
{ubtle refinements Wf vifionary {peculatiits, the infidious harangues of 
pretended patriots, or the groundlefs affertions of thofe who dare to 
defend arbitrary power upon the authority of the Scriptures.—'Thus 
will the purity of our eftablifhed religion make us wife and good, 
equally removed from the licentious {pirit of republicanifm, and the 


degrading principles of defpotifm.’ Br.....w. 


WII. Preached at Stonehoufe Chapel, December 28, 1788. By 
John Bidlake, A. B. of Chrift Church, Oxford ; Chaplain to the 
Right Hon. the Ear] Ferrers, and Mafter of the Grammar School, 
Plymouth. 4to. pp. 32. 4s. Printed at Plymouth, and fold 
in London by Law, Lowndes, &c. 

So much has been written on the fubje&t of this difcourfe, that 
nothing new can be expected, nor is at all neceflary, fince humanity 
pleads fo powerfully in favour of thefe unhappy wretches. Their 
dufferings are great indeed ; but we hope and believe, not fo great 
as here reprefented. ‘The author afferts that maz is by nature a fa- 
wage; an opinion to which we cannot fubfcribe, as it feems to caft 
the higheft refieftion on the God of nature; and indeed in fome 
meafure excufes the perpetrators of the horrid barbarities here al- 
Juded to; fince, in many of them, nature has not been fufficiently 
corrected by education. ‘The benevolent author, we are perfuaded, 
did not fee the doctrine in this light, as he feems very fincerely to 

ee/ the fufierings which he defcribes, and, in the removal of which, 
he wifhes to be inftrumental. pe? 


IV. The Injuftice of the African Slave Trade, proved, from Principles 
_ of natural Equality. Preached in the Church of Charles, Plymouth, 
January 11, 1789. By Robert Hawker, Vicar of the Parifh, and 
formerly of Magdalene Hall, Oxford. sto. pp. 28. 18. 

Printed at Plymouth, and fold in London by Law, &c. 

Another able advocate for the poor negroes. ‘How far the total 
abolition of the flave trade may be practicable or expedient, muft 
be left to the Government to determine. As it has been carried on, 
it feems a moit iniquitous branch of commerce, ftained with cruelty 
and blood; at which humanity fhudders, and which chriftianity 
condemns. We rejoice to hear that, in fome of our plantations, 
Jaws have lately been enacted, much in favour of thefe unhappy 
beings ; by which their fufferings have been greatly alleviated. We 
heartily with fuccefs to all who plead the caufe of our much- injured 

‘I fellow- 
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fellow-creatures ; and that the fale of this very fenfible difcourfe 
may be fully equal to the wifhes of its author, as he generouily gives 


the profits arifing from it to promote fo good a defign. BY,..... 


VY. Preached in the Cathedral Church of St. Columb’s, Derry, on 
the Commemoration of the 7th of December, 1988. By the Rev. 
John Elume, A. M. Dean of Derry. 4to. ¢21%fages. London- 
derry printed, 1788. ae 
When James the Second advanced with his army again‘ the city 

of Derry, where he expected to meet with confiderable refiftance from 

the Protefiants, the citizens, confcious of the weaknefs of the gar- 
rifon, were ftruck with great confternation on his near approach, and 
an immediate furrender was apprehended. But, as the preacher of 
this very commendable fermon obferves, ‘ What the prudence of years 
could not attempt, the rafhnefs of youth effected. ‘The young men of 
the city, without leader, without arms, rufh to the gates and fhut them.’ 
The courage of the young was then well fupported by the wifdom of 
the more experienced :—James was repulfed, and at Jength obliged 
to abandon his enterprife; but not till the heroic inhabitants had 
endured all the horrors of a long fiege, in which they fuffered 
every calamity that fatigue and famine could infli&. The particu- 
lars of this memorable event were given to the Public by the Rev, 

Dr. Walker, who bravely headed the citizens; and who, as Mr. 

Dean Hume remarks, was at once their prief and general. 

It is in commemoration of the day, Dec. 7. on which the ape 
prentices, with other brave youths of the city, fhut the gates again# 
James and his well-appointed army, that this fermon was preached ; 
and it is now publifhed by defire of the Mayor and Corporation of 
Derry, who have done themfelves credit by their approbation of this 
judicious and animated difcourfe againit bigotry and defpotifm. 


VI. Preached at Peckham, Surrey, on Sunday, Nov. 2, 1758, in 
contemplation of the then approaching Anniverfary of the glo- 
rious Revotur:on, &c. By R. Jones. Svo. pp. 49. as. 
Diily. 

Mr. Jones juftly ftyles the 4th of November, @ day pear fo all 
good Proteftants ;— and, conformably to this idea, he zealoufly ex- 
patiates on the bleflings of liberty, civil and religious; and warmly 
afferts, like an able and learned advocate, ‘ the natural rights and 
jut claims of men.’ In brief, his difcourfe abounds with fuch per- 
tinent obfervations, and animated expreflions, as could not fail of 
exciting, in the minds of his hearers, the moft fervent fentiments of 
gratitude to Heaven, for the ineitimable privileges which were 
fecured to us, by the glorious event commemorated in this dif- 


courle. Cy ani0 Br. <6 w ii: 
VII. Preached in the Church of St. Mary, Truro, at the Anni- 
verfary of ‘Truro School-meeting, Sept. 11, 1788. By the Rev. 

R. Polewhele. 4to. pp. 15. 1s. Cadell, &c. 

The fubject of this difcourfe is peculiar. From Heb. x. 32. Call 
to remembrance the former days, the author directs the thoughts of 
his audienge (which confifted of gentlemen educated at the above- 
mentioned {chool), to the fimplicity, inftreGions, amufements, and 

employ 
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employments of their youthful days. The reprefentation that ig 
iven, and the remarks which are offered, are pertinent and pleaf~ 

° ing.’ moral reflections and obfervations have a direct tendency 
to cherith benevolence, and to promote the love and practice of truth 


and virtue. . 
By. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Jo th MoNTHLY REVIEWERS. 


GENTLEMEN, 
‘ + Beg leave, by means of your widely circulated Journal, to advers 
J tife the readers of my Mathematical Effays, lately publifhed *, 





. : EG. , 0G 
that there is a miftake in page 128, where mor fe taken inftead of re 


In confequence of this, the numbers which exprefs the horizontal 
force, towards the end of the book, are too fmall. ‘Thefe numbers, 
however, may be very eafily corrected by means of the Algebraic 
Theorems given in page 132, taking e always = 3; and the Geome- 
trical part of the fame paper may be quickly corrected, by fubftituting 
the proportion here given inftead of that which was ufed. 

¢ Having rectified this miftake in my own book, I fhall be further 
obliged to vou, if you will now permit me, through the fame chan- 
nel, to communicate to your mathematical readers a correction of a 
miftake in Emerfon’s Fluxions. In the 27th Example to Propofition 
X. he has fet down an infinite feries for the value of y, which is not 
right, the true value of y being xx-+ 4x—1. 
lam, GENTLEMEN, 

Your humble Servant, 
Joun He vuiws.’ 


Green’s Norton, near Towceefter, 
Feb. 1G, 1789. 


$ * See Rev. for Auguft laft. 





*.* An ‘ Impartial Obferver’ is entitled to our thanks for his 
friendly information of an intended abufive attack upon us in the 
News-papers. Such effects of refentment are natural; and muft be 
allowed, while they are clothed in decent language. When they 
are otherewi/e, they will be little regarded by the Monthly Reviewers : 
whofe utmott wifh is, to do juftice to the Public, as well as the Authors 
(good and dad) whoie works they are, by their plan, obliged to no- 
tice, 
aie 4.B. of Wakefield, who, in our laft month’s Correfpondence, 

ons Dr. Wilis’s “ Kucwledge of Divine Things, &c.” will foon 
have an opportunity of feeing {ome remarks on that work, in a book 
juft ready for publication, entitled, ‘* Mi/cellanies, literary and philo- 
JSophical.”” For this information, we are obliged to a Correfpondent, 
who figns ‘ A constanT READER.’ 








*§# We are obliged to our old Correfpondent, Mr. James Wood- 
houfe, for his friend|y intimation, refpecting two inftances of inaccu- 
rate language, in our eview for October lait. He is perfectly right 
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in objecting to the mode of expreffion, in each of the paflages ; and 
we are forry that his Letter was not of a date early enough to give us 
an opportunity of noticing thofe flips of the pen, in our lait dppen- 
dix: it is now fcarcely worth while to recall the attention of our 


readers to them. 





1 


+*t «A Lover of Confiftency, and an Enemy to Bigotry of all 
forts,’ is under confideration. 





“ GENTLEMEN, 

¢ As vou have not corre&ted an error printed in your laft Appendix, 
in your Review for February, give me leave to point it out, as it may 
have efcaped your notice. 

‘ It is in your extract from the Fulda Difpenfatory, page 686, on 
the preparation of acid of tartar cryttallifed ; where you mention, 
«© Mix 10 ounces of concenttate§ vitriolic acid with as much pure 
water.”” In the original, it is ten ounces of concentrated vitriolic 
acid with ten pounds of water; which 1s exa¢tly conformable to fe- 
veral procefles [ have feen for making this moft ufefal falt, and 
which it is furprifing was not publifhed in the late New Pharmacoe 
poeia, as the preparation was well known to many .of the prefent 
Phyficians of the College. 

Iam, Gentlemen, 


Hermitage, Your obliged, obedient Servant, 
March 17, 1789. Tro. WILLIS. 


‘ Q. In what manner would you eafily procure falt of tartar from 
the cauftic vegetable alcali?? 


We are much obliged to Mr. Willis for the correction of fo mate- 
rial an error. In the preceding fentence, it is faid, * Boil two pounds 
of cream of tartar in ten of water,’ and the words ‘ with as much pure 
water’ in this fentence ought to refer to the ten pounds above men- 
tioned. A parenthefis coming between the two fentences occafions 
the obfcurity. 

In anfwer to the Quere, which, we think, refers to a note in the 
fame page of our Appendix, we conceive that nothing more is re- 
quired to procure falt of tartar from cauflic vegetable alkali, than the 
addition of fixed air; which may be effected by fimple expofure to 


the atmofphere. R.. cca Me 


§1§ Our ‘ Friend and Well-wither’ is referred to the fourth article 
of Correfpondence on the laft page of our Review for February, rela- 
tive to the Di/penfatorium Fuldenfe. Gentlemen who want foreiga 
publications, fhould apply to Mr. Elmfley in the Strand; or the 
other London Book(fellers, who are importers of foreign books. 








t§t A fecond Letter from the ‘ Gentleman’-like writer, who figns 
© Omnes Veritas, has afforded us a hearty laugh; for which we are 
obliged to him. . ; 





*.* The firft letter from * Tranguillus’ was received, but the 
writer did not inform us how to addrefs him; there is the fame 
omiffion 
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omiffion in his fecond epiftle; and we did not choofe to make a 
public reply. A letter, however, is wow left for him at Mr, 
Becket’s. 





444 Our correfpondent § Monitor’ will find the fatisfa&tion which 
he requires, where he ought to have looked, viz. in Henault’s Abridg- 
ment of thé Hiftory of France; in Voltaire’s Siecle de Louis X1V. 
and in Moreri’s Dictionary, article Philippe de France, Duc a’Orléans. 
This prince, fon of Lewis XII}, and only brother of Lewis XIV 
was, at firft, ftyled Duc d’ Anjou, and, in 1661, Duc d'Orléans. He 
was firft married to Princefs Henrietta, daughter of Charles [. of 
England, in 1661; and fhe dying in 1670, he took for his fecond 
wife, in the next year, Charlotte Elizabeth, Princefs Palatine and 
of Bavaria, authorefs of the letters whence the Fragmens are {aid to 
be taken. Her hufband was more commonly called Monfeur, than 
Duc d’Orléans ; which title, however, was always given, after his 
deceafe, to his fon, the Regent. )* Ba..-y. 

From ‘ Monitor’s’ imperfect defcription of Dr. Hawes’s work, we 
cannot inform him, precifely, what ts the title of it; but we fufpect 
that this correfpondent means ‘* An Addrefs to the King and 
Parliament, &c. with Hints for improving the Art of reftoring fuf- 

ended Animation. 8vo. 2s. Dodfley. 1782,’ See Review for 
March 1783 (Vol. 68.), p. 280. 





*1* Tt is become neceflary for us to caution the Public againft the 
practice of fome unblufhing Publifhers, who, in their puffing advertife- 
ments, fcruple not to infert pretended commendatory extracts from the 
Reviews, in praife of books, or pamphlets, of which the Reviewers 
have either not given any character at all, or of which they have 
fpoken in terms very different from thofe ufed in fuch falfe quota- 
tions. —Such impofitions on the Public are not only fraudulent, with 
refpect to thofe who are thus mifled, by fictitious recommendations, 
to become purchafers of trafh ; but they tend, very greatly, to injure 
the reputation of the Reviews :—this {ubjected, without any fault of 
their own, to the imputation of dearing fal/e witness. 





&> Several new productions, in profe and verfe, have lately been 
tranfmitted to us, from Ireland; but as our plan does not, neceflari- 
jy, inclade a// the publications of that kingdom, we fhall notice only 
fuch as we can COMMEND, or that are of importance enough to call 
for CRITICAL ATTENTION. 





dt Some other Letters, which arrived late in the prefent month; 
will be confidered in our next number. 


Ja We nthe trp. 280, Cre | fr man ve? 





acad $1 an (eye, 




















